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VOTE: S-A-#, i-A“D, 1I°RA 

A-P. Unmistakeable. Descriptions and photo clearly indicate 
female frigatebird. 

A-P. Good set of documentations which all mention same 
descriptions from observers at different times and dates. With 
photo there is no doubt about this record. 

NA. Frigatebird sp. A-P. Photo is clearly of a female 
frigatebird. While likelihood is overwhelming that this bird was 
a Magnificent, I am surprised no one commented on or attempted to 
see the axillaries, which would confirm Magnificent vs. Great. 
The hurricane which presumably brought this bird to Iowa 
travelled as a very strong storm a great distance, partly within 
the Atlantic range of Great Frigatebird. There is indeed a Great 
Frigatebird specimen from Oklahoma. Only Petersen even mentioned 
possibility of Great, but dismissed it on distributional grounds 
(incorrectly!). 
REVOTE: 3-A-P, 3-A-D, 1-NA 

A-D. Point raised is valuable: we should always consider all 
possibilities. 

A-D. Fuller mentions white marks extending a short distance 
onto the underwing which eliminates Great Frigatebird. Range to 
me eliminates others. 

NA. Vote A-P for frigatebird sp. I cannot conclusively 
identify this bird to species from descriptions provided. 

A-P. I agree with NA comments, but it is a matter of taste. 
Iowa would look silly with F. sp. on list while all other states 
show Magnificent.



Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 08/04/93 
Magnificent Frigatebird 25 Sep 1988 RC No. 88-11 (cont) 

A-P. Photo taken by Kent is that of a female Magnificent 
Frigatebird because of placement and shape of white on breast 
(faint but distinguishable). Therefore other frigatebird species 
eliminated for this record. See Harrison, Seabirds and 
Indentification Guide, page 312. 

A-P. Re: comment on Lesser and Great Frigatebird--the records 
mentioned constitute the only North American records for two 
species. Surely we don’t need to consider such extremely remote 
possibilities. 

A-D. I have serious questions about our consistency--we vote 
Rufous Hummingbird to Salaphorus sp. because of possible Allen’s, 
but are not willing to do this with frigatebirds. There is just 
as much if not more evidence of other (unlikely) possibilities 
with Mag. Frigatebird as for Rufous Hummingbird. 
SEND TO: Jan L. Walter, 934 13th St. SE, Mason City, IA 50401 

Beth & Mark Prescholdt, Box 65, Loscomb, IA 
Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, Iowa City, IA 
Mike Thomas, 2517 47th St., Des Moines, IA 50310



he rains finally came in August, too late to be of value 
for nesting birds and not enough to fill marshes and 

ponds dessicated by the summer's drought. Hurricane 
Gilbert brought badly needed moisture to some areas in 
September. but rainfall remained spotty through October. 
Only November was accompanied by above-normal pre- 

cipitation in every state. Temperatures remained unusu- 

ally hot during August but returned to normal or below- 
normal averages in other months. As the season ended, 
most areas were no longer experiencing drought condi- 
tions although complete recovery may require at least a 
year of above-normal precipitation. 
Perhaps as a result of the drought, the songbird migra- 

tion was exceptionally earlv. The largest warbler flights 
were mostly prior to September 10, and even the later 
migrants had largely passed through the Region by late 
October. Shorebirds also migrated early although strag- 
glers were detected in several areas. While a few ducks 
appeared very early. the majority of the waterbird migra- 
tion was on time. 

In general, the fall migration was not impressive. The 
expected species were detected, but with few exceptions 
numbers were relatively low and detectable flights were 
very locally distributed. However, an exceptional variety 
of rarities partially compensated for the lackluster move- 
ments of expected species. 
Unfortunately. the Illinois report was not received in 

time to be incorporated in this seasonal summary. Except 
for the observations of a few individuals, the following 
summary contains no information from Illinois. 

ABBREVIATIONS — Say. Res. = Saylorville Res. IA; 
U.S.W.R. = Union Slough Nat'l Wildlife Refuge.. IA: O.W.R. = 

Ottawa Nat’l Wildlife Refuge. OH: S.L.W.R. = Swan Lake Nat’ 
Wildlife Refuge, MO. Place names in italics are counties. 

LOONS TO FRIGATEBIRDS — A normal Red-throated 

Loon flight was composed of reports from 3 L. Erie locations 

with a total of three on L. Michigan and inland singles at 

Red-throated Loon at Headlands State\Park. Ohio, November 30, 
1988. Photograph/Tom LePage. 

Gibson. IN, Oct. 19 (DJ, GBo) and Say. Res. Nov. 16 (tSD, tMP 

et al.). A casual fall visitor to lowa, the only Pacific Loon was 

documented at Lake Manawa S.P. Oct. 23-28 (tB & LP et al.). 

The earliest Com. Loon returned to L. Michigan Sept. 10. 

Their fall flights were heaviest along the Great Lakes with 

maxima of 952 near Michigan City, IN, Nov. 19 (DW et al.) 

and 250 at Cleveland Nov. 21 (J & DH). The largest inland 

flocks totaled 46-81. 

Volume 43, Number | 

3-H 
Pied-billed Grebes were relatively scarce with no more 

than 35-52 reported from anv state. Horned Grebes appeared 
in fair numbers, peaking with 300 in Gibson, IN, Nov. 20 (DJ, 
GBo): 161 in w. Kentucky Nov. 13 (BP); and flocks of 50-110 
along the Great Lakes. A juv. Red-necked Grebe in Cerro 
Gordo. IA. Aug. 4 was exceptionally early (J & JW), but 4 
reports from the Great Lakes and another from lowa indicated 
a tvpical fall flight. The earliest Eared Grebe returned to lowa 
Aug. 26, and expected numbers elsewhere included 5 sight- 
ings in Ohio and one in Indiana. Western Grebes were re- 
stricted to the w. states with a maximum of four at Say. Res. 
and singles at 2 w. Missouri lakes. 
A casual visitor to L. Erie, an imm. N. Gannet was observed 

at Huron Nov. 11-19 (tm.ob.). Impressive numbers of Am. 
White Pelicans passed through Iowa, where as many as 6000+ 
were estimated at Say. Res. Sept. 15-Oct. 1, and flocks of 300- 

S.A. 
In addition to bringing some badly needed rain, Hurn- | 

cane Gilbert also scattered Magnificent Frigatebirds across | 
several states. lowa’s first confirmed record was provided | 
by an ad. female observed at Clear L. Sept. 25-26 (tJ & 
JW, m.ob.). This same female may have briefly visited Red 
Rock Res., IA, Oct. 2 ({DDe), where an ad. male was 
observed Oct. 3 (TDY, GB). An ad. female photographed 
at Longview L. Sept. 27-28 (tCH, m.ob.) established the 
first unequivocal record for Missourl. Along L. Michigan 
at Michigan City an imm. fngatebird Sept. 30 (¢LH et ai.) 
and an ad. male Oct. 4 (tKB) provided Indiana’s first 

sightings since 1957. 

Female Magnificent Frigatebird at Clear Lake, lowa, September 
26, 1988. Photograph/T. H. Kent. 

Magnificent Frigatebird over Michigan City Harbor, Indiana. 
September 30, 1988. Photograph/Ken Brock. 
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MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRDS IN IOW
A 

THOMAS H. KENT 

Frigatebirds are large, long-winged seabirds found mainly 
in tropical waters. 

In proportion to their wingspan they are the lightest weigh
t of any group of 

birds. This accounts for their extreme agility in the air, allow
ing them to feed 

by harassing other fish-eating seabirds or to pick fish from
 the surface of the 

water. They cannot swim or walk. On the Dry Tortugas I w
atched a frigate- 

i ing it to drop its fish and catching the 

tree top level, at one time directly overhead as we stood in the middle of the stree
t. It was 

silent. 

Alan W. Hancock photographed the bird at close range (cover). Between 

4:00 and 6:10 p.m. on the 25th several documentors (Steve Dinsmore, Jim 

Dinsmore, Beth Proescholdt, Mark Proescholdt, Peter Petersen) saw the 
bird 

gliding high over the lake, sometimes with Franklin’s Gulls. Later that 

evening Francis Moore (personal communication) saw the frigatebird land in 

a tree on a small island on the south shore of the lake. 

The bird was next seen from 7:10 a.m. intermittently to mid-morning on 26 

fish before it hit the water. 
Frigatebirds are sexually dimorphic and also have an immat

ure plumage 

that lasts for four to six years. The five species of frigatebird
 have many sim- 

ilarities and are said to be among the most difficult birds to 
identify at sea 

(Harrison 1983). Two species have a rather local distribut
ion: Ascension 

Frigatebird in equatorial mid-Atlantic ocean and Christmas F
rigatebird in the 

East Indies. Great Frigatebird and Lesser Frigatebird are the most 

widespread, inhabiting tropical waters of the Pacific and I
ndian Oceans and 

a small area of the Atlantic Ocean off of southern Brazil. T
he Great Frigate- 

bird’s range reaches the eastern Pacific Ocean; the Lesser’
s does not. Mag- 

nificent Frigatebird, the only species whose range reaches No
rth America, 1s 

found from northern Argentina north to Florida, in the Gulf
 of Mexico, from 

Ecuador to California, and off the extreme west coast of Africa
. 

There are many records of frigatebirds across North Amer
ica, many of 

them following hurricanes. Most of the records are presumed
 to be of Mag- 

nificent Frigatebird, but Great and Lesser frigatebirds have each been 

recorded once. As Hurricane Gilbert reached the coast of nor
thern Mexico in 

September 1988, I predicted that it would be a good time to l
ook for them in 

lowa. This thought was enhanced when I watched the news
 and heard that 

pilots flying into the eye of the hurricane saw thousands o
f birds circling. 

Frigatebirds, unlike other seabirds, cannot land in the
 water without perish- 

ing, and their light weight makes them susceptible to being
 blown far off 

course. 
I did not act on my hunch, but fortunately others were ou

t and found 

them in Iowa and most nearby states. This article will summa
rize the docu- 

mentations of three frigatebirds found in Iowa, briefly disc
uss identification 

problems, mention previous unaccepted records for lowa, a
nd review va- 

grancy patterns in North America. 

FALL 1988 FRIGATEBIRDS IN IOWA 

A female frigatebird was found over Clear Lake in Cerro Go
rdo County 

and word of the sighting was passed to birders around the st
ate by Curt Nel- 

son and others. The first documentor was Jan Walter
 who saw the bird 

briefly at 9:40 a.m. on 25 September 1988 and much closer at 1
1:20 a.m. She 

noted the following: 

Much larger than Turkey Vulture, with extremely long, narro
w wings, inward curve on 

leading edge of inner wing, sharply swept back at wrist, and poin
ted at tips. Long tail was 

deeply forked with forks squared off at tips. Long gray bill was sh
arply hooked at tip. Bird 

was all black except for a white breast in a V and the black of t
he belly extending forward 

into the breast in a less distinct V. The bird slowly circled above us 
about 15-20 feet above 
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a strong south wind. We saw that the ragged tail feathers sometimes showed 

three forks (photo). Fuller also noted, "The red (pinkish red) feet could be 

seen tucked up against body on one occasion at close range.” He also noted, 

"There was a white band which started at the neck and ended at mid-wing. 

There also were subtle white marks which extended a short distance onto the 

underwing from the white area.” Mike Thomas also documented his sighting 

of the bird from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. on the 26th. The bird was seen later by 

others, but the last time it was seen is not recorded. 

Female Magnificent Frigatebird at Clear Lake. Photos by Alan W. Hancock (left) and T. H. Kent (right). 

A female frigatebird was documented by Dawn L. DeVore at Red Rock 

Reservoir, Marion County, on 2 October 1988. She saw the bird at about 20
 

yards by naked eye through her office window at the Visitors Center from 

12:45 to 12:50 p.m. and recorded the following description: 

The "body was large and black”, yet streamlined and slender, the wingspan being as big if 

not bigger than a Turkey Vulture’s. The wings themselves were black, narrow, long, and 

“bent at the elbows”. The tail was V shaped, “black and slender”; like a long Barn Swal- 

low's tail. (Body of bird too big to be a barn swallow.) Sometimes the bird did hold the V 

closed as it glided in the air currents. The closed V reminded me of a long black ribbon. 

The head was all black and very streamlined except for the strangest looking bill. The 

“head seemed smaller” but in proportion with the body. It was black with black eyes with a 

long slender “gray bill” that had an almost “squared turned down tip”. There was no red on 

the underside of the head. The neck seemed to flow from the head into the body
; it was 

proportional in size to the head and the body. The neck also had no red on it. The back 

and belly were also black. The breast, however, had white on it. These “white areas” were 

located just below the neck and just “inside of the shoulder” joints on the breast area itself. 

There were two areas, not one complete band of white. In fact you could say the normal 

white area on a frigatebird had a black cleavage line down the middle forming areas side 

by side. | could not see the legs or feet. The bird was “gliding along in the wind” along the 

bank of the lake. Then with all my mental notes and the bird out of sight, | ran for a bird 

book. 
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Female Magnificent Frigatebird, Red Rock Reservoir, 2 October 1988. Drawings by 
Dawn L. DeVore. 

A male frigatebird was documented by David Youngblut at Red Rock 

Reservoir, Marion County, from 5:00 to 5:30 p.m. on 3 October 1988. He saw 

the bird overhead as close as 35 feet and with binoculars and recorded
 the 

following description: 

Large uniformly dark bird. Long somewhat hooked bill. Wings were long, slender and 

pointed. The wings were also bent at the elbows much like an Osprey. The tail 
was long 

and forked. It was held in the forked position and also held straight. The throat was dark 

with a reddish patch visible at close range. Underparts all uniformly dark. Fee
t and legs 

small, dark, and not real noticeable. | watch this bird for one-half hour. | never once saw 

the bird flap a wing. The bird came up over the dam and moved to the north 
side of the 

lake. It sailed along that side of the lake and would occasionally circle. | moved to the ma- 

rina in hopes to get a better look and was fortunate enough to watch the bird 
directly over- 

head. 

These Iowa records occurred more than a week after Hurrican Gilbert
, the 

most severe hurricane ever in the Gulf of Mexico, hit the east coast of
 north- 

ern Mexico on 16 September 1988. Once inland, the storm curved nor
th and 

produced northeasterly air flow into the Midwest until 23 September. There 

were many other frigatebird sightings in the Midwest, but details are not 

available at this writing. 

IDENTIFICATION OF FRIGATEBIRDS 

Recognition of a bird as a frigatebird is relatively easy, even for birders 

with little or no experience. The size, wing shape, gliding, forked tail, hooded 

bill, and dark color are evident at a great distance. Distinguishing male, fe- 

male, and immature plumages of Magnificent Frigatebird is also easy at 

closer range. Males are all black except for the red throat, which can be seen 

when at close range. Females have a black head with white breast. Juveniles 

and immatures have white on the head, which progresses to brown and 

black as the bird matures. The amount of white on the breast and belly pro- 

gressively decreases with age. 
The male bird at Red Rock Reservoir was not a Lesser Frigatebird, because 

male Lesser Frigatebirds have a white flank patch that extents into the axil- 

laries. Male Great Frigatebirds have a sandy-brown upperwing bar, but this 
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is absent in some populations and may be present on some Magnificents. 

Harrison (1986) says "Field identification of adult males on basis of present 

knowledge thus appears impossible, although legs/feet of Great Frigatebird 
usually brighter, more red.” 

White tipped axillaries forming three or four wavy lines are found in most 

stages of Magnificent Frigatebird, but not in adult males. Female Great 

Frigatebirds lack axillary marks and have a gray-white throat and sandy- 

brown upperwing bar. Female Lesser Frigatebirds have a white upper wing 

bar and white extensions from the belly into the axillaries. The pattern of 

white on the throat, breast, and axillaries of the female frigatebird at Clear 

Lake as shown in the photographs appears to clearly eliminate Great and 

Lesser frigatebirds. The subtle white marks on the underwing noted by 

Fuller and the failure of any of the observers to mention an upperwing bar 

also support the identification of Magnificent Frigatebird. The drawings of 

the female frigatebird at Red Rock Reservoir show a white pattern that fits 
Magnificent (dark throat, no axillary extension). 
The North American record of Lesser Frigatebird was of a male at Deer 

Isle, Maine, on 3 July 1960 identified from movie film by the white flank 

patch. The Great Frigatebird record was from Oklahoma on 7 November 

1975, but I found no published account of this bird, which is listed by the 

American Omithologists’ Union Checklist, but not in the American Birding 
Association Checklist. 

OLD IOWA RECORDS 
The first mention of a frigatebird in Iowa is only a brief note (Peck 1896): 

During the discussion which followed the reading of the paper, Mr. Morton E. Peck re- 

ported the occurrence of the Ring-billed Gull and the Man-o'War Bird at LaPorte, his home 
place. Mention was made also of the Least Tern, the species having been seen in Win- 
nebago county. 

DuMont (1933) adding the following information regarding this record, 
"Relative to the above observation, Morton E. Peck on October 12, 1932, 

wrote that the specimen was not taken, but that the bird observed could 
hardly have been anything but this species." 

Anderson (1907) reported, "...Dr. Paul Bartsch told me of a specimen taken 
near Burlington, Iowa, by a gunner in the latter part of September, 1903, but 
as it was not known whether obtained on the Iowa or Illinois side of the Mis- 

sissippi River, the latter may hardly be considered as an official Iowa record.” 
Paul Bartsch, a noted scientist and early Iowa ornithologist, published a 

belated note (Bartsch 1922) on a mounted frigatebird he had seen 19 years 
earlier, which said: 

In going over some old journals recently, | found a note that should have been recorded 
long ago. On a visit to the Lone Tree Club, near Gladstone, Illinois, on October 10, 1903, | 

saw a mounted specimen of a Man-o'-war-bird. Inquiry revealed that the bird had been 
found in an exhausted condition on the lowa bluffs of the Mississippi, immediately south of 
Burlington, in August of the same year, and that although it had been fed, they had suc- 
ceeded in keeping it alive for a few days only. | believe this is the first lowa record for the 
Man-o’-war-bird (Fregata magnificens rothschildi). 
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Years later photographs of the specimen were fou
nd in Bartsch’s collection 

(Briggs 1969). The photographs show a female
 frigatebird with dark head 

and throat, white breast, and ale wing bar. 

In another belated report, Coale (1910) described a mounted frigatebird he 

had seen six years earlier: 

While passing through Burlington, lowa, recently, | saw a mounted Man-o'-war-bird 

(Frigata aquila) in a store window. Upon inquiry 
| was told that the bird was killed in the 

spring of 1904. It was first noticed by some hunt
ers as it flew along the Illinois shore of the 

Mississippi, who shot at it, when it turned and fl
ew across the river into the heart of the city 

of Burlington where it struck an electric light wi
re and fell into the street. The next day it 

died and the man who picked it up had it mounted and exhibited in his window. This is t
he 

first record for Illinois and also for lowa, as far as | know. 

James Hodges (1949), writing about rare birds he h
ad seen along the Mis- 

sissippi, included the following account under Man-o
’war-bird: 

it was my good fortune on April 1, 1946 to observe this species at Davenport, 
Scott 

County. | was coming out of a small stand of timber and h
appened to look up in the air to 

see coming toward me the most majestic and gr
aceful bird that | had ever seen. It was 

heading north at 7:45 a.m. and | had perfect conditions under which to see it. The
 bird was 

flying at about 300 feet altitude. The flight was
 smooth and effortless with its beautiful 

contoured wings slowly beating the air. It was flying sideways instead of straight ahead a
s 

most birds do. It was several miles from the Missis
sippi River which borders the south side 

of the county but | believe that the bird was following the course of 
this river. The plumage 

of the bird was white suggesting an immature b
ird. The body of the birds [sic] was very 

small compared to the size of its wings and tail. 
The tail was long and dagger like which 

completed the identification. The text books rela
te that the tail is forked but from the dis- 

tance that | saw the bird the tail was shaped much more 
like a dagger. It has been over 

two years since | made this observation but | have hesitated publishing it as | thought the 

veracity of the record might be questioned but af
ter considerable deliberation on my part | 

think the record should be considered valid. It could be mistaken for no other species that 

is found in the state of lowa, in fact no other bird
 could compare with it in size and beauty 

of flight... 

The Records Committee evaluated these old record
s in the early 1980s and 

rejected all of them for various reasons. There was
 no description by Peck, 

and Hodges’ description is rather sketchy, delaye
d, and expresses some 

doubt. The varying accounts of the Burlington birds a
re all delayed and sec- 

ondhand and leave some doubt as to whether t
here were one, two, or three 

birds. It seems odd that Bartsch, who compiled a bibl
iography of Iowa birds 

for his Masters Degree thesis, would not have referr
ed to Anderson’s quote 

from him relating to a September 1903 record. It seem
s likely that some, if 

not all, of these historical records are correct, bu
t, unfortunately the details 

provided are not complete enough or possibly could h
ave been incorrectly 

related. 

VAGRANCY IN NORTH AMERICA 

Magnificent Frigatebird breeds as far north as the Florid
a Keys, the central 

coast of Texas, and Baha California. Birds wander
 in the Gulf of Mexico and 

up both coasts of United States. East Coast records a
re fairly evenly dis- 

tributed from April through September with one or two 
records from Octo- 

ber, December, January, and February. Less than 
10 percent of the citations 

mention preceding storms. Birds have been recorded a
s far north as New- 
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foundland (1) and Nova Scotia (2). Immatures, 
females, and males are men- 

tioned with about equal frequency. 

West Coast records, including California, are mostly 
from July and Au- 

gust, with one to three records from January, February, March, June, 

September, and October. Storms are mentioned as a p
ossible factor for about 

5 percent of the sightings. Birds are recorded as far no
rth as Alaska (3) and 

British Columbia (1). The vast majority of West Coast bi
rds are immatures. 

Inland records are mostly from August through Octo
ber with a peak in 

September. There are four April records, two each fr
om June and July, and 

one from December. Over 40 percent of the citations m
ention hurricanes or 

severe storms preceding arrival of the birds. Unfortun
ately, the age and sex 

are infrequently mentioned; I found reports of 1 immat
ure, 4 females, and 1 

male, but half of these are the current Iowa record
s. 

These findings suggest three different patterns of vagr
ancy: birds of vary- 

ing age and sex wandering north along the East Coast 
during warm months; 

immatures wandering north along the West Coast in late
 summer; and pre- 

dominantly adults being carried inland during the hurric
ane season. 

MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD 

we xICO 
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inland records: Ml =winter A =spring @ =summer V = fall 
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SABINE’S GULL AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR 

STEPHEN J. DINSMORE 

At 4:05 p.m. on 20 October 1988, I noticed a small, brown-mantled g
ull rest- 

ing with other gulls on a large mud bar north of the Jester Park area o
f Say- 

lorville Reservoir, Polk Co. Initially, the bird looked like a smal
l, first-winter 

Franklin’s Gull; however, after studying the bird for several minutes,
 I con- 

cluded that the bird must be a juvenile Sabine’s Gull. Bob Myers joine
d me at 

about 5:15 p.m., and we watched the bird until 5:50 p.m. 

The bird remained resting on the mud bar until about 4:25 p.m., whe
n it 

flew. In flight, the striking wing pattern was obvious. The outer prima
ries 

were black, forming a triangle from the bend of the wing outward. The
 inner 

wing, out toa line from the bend of the wing to the tip of the inner most
 sec- 

ondary, was brown. The rest of the wing was white. In flight, the tail
 was 

slightly forked and was white except for a black terminal band. W
hen 

rched, the upperparts, crown, and nape were light brown. The wings we
re 

darker than the rest of the upperparts. The underparts and forehead we
re 

white. The legs were black. The bill was also black and was shorter
 and 

thicker than the bill of a Franklin’s Gull. The wing pattern and gray-
brown 

crown, nape, and upperparts identified the bird as a juvenile Sabine’s G
ull. 

This is the sixth record of a Sabine’s Gull in Iowa. There are three o
ld 

records and three recent ones, all from fall. The other recent records are 
both 

from Saylorville Reservoir: 10-24 November 1983 (Kent, T. H. 19
83. Sabine’s 

Gull at Saylorville Reservoir. Iowa Bird Life 53: 105-106) and 5 October 
1986 

(IBL 57: 17, 78). 

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010 

TOWNSEND’S WARBLER IN MUSCATINE COUNTY 

GERALD WHITE 

On 12 May 1988, I was taking an early morning birding walk in Wild Cat 

Den State Park. At 7:20 a.m., I was in an area of the woods that had an edge 

transition zone, when a small bird flew out of heavy cover and landed ab
out 

30 feet away in a small bare tree. Although the bird had its back to me,
 it did 

turn and look at me twice during its brief period of exposure. I was able to 
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see the following features: mid-sized warbler by shape and size (abou
t 5 

inches long); black crown, back and rump had the base color of
 dark olive 

with black spots that were most noticeable around the sh
oulder area (The 

spots gave the impression of streaking.); two white wing 
bars; dull white 

undertail coverts; some dark feathers in the shape of possible spots nea
r the 

flank; cheek and ear covered with a good-sized patch of black surrounde
d 

with yellow (Each color had intense color saturation.); black throat; a
nd dark 

and warbler-shaped bill. 
I was not able to see the side or complete front of the bird; however, the 

features of the head and throat as illustrated in the National Geographic So- 

ciety’s Field Guide to the Birds of North America were those of a male 

Townsend’s Warbler. The black spots clinched my identification in the field. 

I did not realize until evening that I had seen a record bird (second for Iowa) 

and, regretfully, had not notified many fellow birders. A subsequent search 

with tape recordings on the following day failed to produce the bird again. 

1505 E. 5th St., Muscatine, lowa 52761 

VERMILION FLYCATCHER AT RICE LAKE 

GERALD ANDERSON 

A male Vermilion Flycatcher was found catching insects along a small creek 

that runs into Rice Lake in Worth County at 10:30 a.m. on 13 May 1988. It 

had a red breast, brown streak between the red on the top of the head and 

the red throat, and brown wings. It was smaller than a Cardinal. The bird re- 

peatedly swooped down from it’s perch on a small tree to catch insects and 

returned to a perch. Curt Rector and I watched the bird for five minutes from 

a distance of 30 to 40 feet in bright sunlight. 

RR2, Lake Mills, [A 50450 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

FROM DIANE PORTER 

I have some questions about Chimney Swifts that I hope Iowa Bird Life 

readers can answer for me: (1) Do Chimney Swifts roosting or nesting in 

chimneys create any fire hazard?; and (2) Do their droppings cause any sig- 

nificant inconvenience or health hazard? 
Migrating Chimney Swifts return each year in flocks numbering several 

thousand birds to ancestral roosting places. I talked by telephone in 1987 

with Chimney Swift expert Richard B. Fischer, retired Professor of Environ- 

mental Education, Cornell University. He told me that Chimney Swifts do 

not nest communally. The large aggregations of birds are nonbreeding indi- 

viduals, those that have finished their nesting for the season, and migrating 

birds. In light of this information, one would not expect a buildup of nests to 

cause a fire hazard in the chimneys used by large flocks in migration. Also, I 

have heard the speculation that the birds’ movements in and out of the 

chimneys actually help clean the chimneys and hence reduce the fire hazard. 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM , Pei] 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

What species? Magaticent F rigate bird How many? / Fey “ le 

Location? fore Street oh Sout b ch plas e C 6 aan fans : Jawa 

Type of Habitat? Resipential area on wooded lace shore ~ 
* 

When? date(s). 45 Sep. L922 time: 1M JOAN to Lh ape A/y helo 

Who? your name and address: Jan ‘. ta (dep S4-/S “SESE Mason City La. 5040 f 

Others with you: At ~ ZL) 2. [7 cfr 

Others before or after you: AY ow, 1929 Joel Han eS Daryl ¢latrieti Hanser 
25 Sep 99 Jim + Steve Dinsmore Sep ,77999 Jim Walter 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Inclidde size, Shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior, 
Muah larger than Turkey Vulture, ui sth extremely long narrow wings 

inward durve on Leading edge. ot nec wing, shar ly swept bacK 

at wrist, and pointed at tips. Long tail U/ as deeply forced bee 

fyrKs sf “wared off at tips. hong, ray bill Was sharp! ont 

at ty 2 Bird Was all b lack except for a white breast with ped 

black of the threat gry back’ inte the breast in @ ~~ 

blace of the belly extending oreward into the breast in a CESs ; 

5 POOR ee AL bird slowly arraled above us about /$-J0 fee 

qu6F AG leye © ry peta oh 29 AWreatly over head as “ee 
pbsve tree top 

stood wn the middle 

. i € ha. €.. . Lam forked 
Similar species; how eliminated: S (22 J Mind length and np a 4) cna pal 

diag nostie of female Mag nifiaen
€ Frigate bird , 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? Ne oO 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment, : 
Late morning sun striKing i Sa all sides as il apraled. 

40-66 feet Guess) — 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Saw several _do2 

Curatao and otf north Coast of South Ameriaaq77) and (at the 

Port of Miami, Fl.09¢2) 
References and persons_consulted pofors writing descripti ni th Muerte a. Golden Kress ; Fiela 

or : 7 id td Picat, d ‘ ee ee rida, National Gesgraph ic Society after uide,to FRE Bicds oF opth Ameria -, , 

Si lonBI before Field notes made?n ght afterthis form completed? | Hp u rs 
bird disappeared p prema!) 'S 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back. caver of Iowa Bird Life). ae p 

19g 
¢ b s 

*Earlier in the morning at G/Y6 we saw the Frigatebird airelin 

above the lake hepacté a Gell for daimatet 7



DULUPEM Te T TN FORM 

species  Magniricent Frigatenird 

Mow Many sl tamale 

Location -Clea Pr Lake Lerro iordo Co.-over island onls % SOL MS 

ex-l{ 

SLde cat lak {22 ‘one 

Habitat yvcirciling over lake with quills 

Wat Bd Sep iva 

Time r4+sO5—-4s0/ o.m. 

Ubservers Name and addressisteve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 
SU] 

thers who saw bird:dJim Dinsmore, m.ob. 

Description of bird:We arrived at Clear Lake around £ o.m. to look tor 

the bird. We drove around the entire lake searching tor the bird 

Egy luck. Finally, at about 4 o.m., we pall ed am to Clear Lake 

oP [ began scanning through the hundreds aot Franklin's aside tat - 

Were circling aver the lake and noticed a much Llarqer bird soaring 

with them. We tollowed the bird for 2-3 minutes betore we lost it. 

The bird was muge compared to the guilis, probably 2-4 times larger. 

The wings were very long and marrow and were pointed. The winds were 

held crogked, like an Osprey, and were bowed down near the tip tsee 

Sketch). The bird was entirely dark @xcept tor a lighter patch that 

appeared to be on the belly and lower throat. The neck was faLirely 

lang and extended straight out from the shoulder. The bill was long, 

heavy, and looked dark. We couldn’ t see any haok an the bill tram our 

cistance., The tail was prepaortionately long and the tail teathers 

were mostly held tagether, although the bird did spread its tail when 

it banked once. lL would have guessed that the tail was over a toot in 

length, bub that S&S gust aA Quess. 

similar species and how eliminated: The size, tail shape, shape ot the 

WINGS, White patcn an the underparts, and bill shape eliminates ali 

ether birds, although there are really no other birds that look even 

remotely similar to tnis species. 

Ylewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were o.k., 

although the bird was a long way off. Estimated viewing distance was 

O.2 Mile. loused a Buscnnell 29-43» spotting scope. 

seer « ® . . - . 

FrevlOus @xperlence with species:!] have seen many ftrigatebirds in 

Florida and the Dry Tortugas 

| 

Reterences consulted:NGS Ereld Guide _ to the Birds of North America 

How long berare tigid notes were madevwritten i nour atrter the 

Ssiqgnting 

HOW Long betare this torm was completeda’S hours 



SF-UI 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species? Magnificent Frigatebird 
How Many? one 
Location? south side of Clear Lake, Cerro Gordo County 

Habitat? freshwater lake 

Date? 25 Sept 1988 
Time? shortly after 4 p.m. 
Observers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore 
4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames 

Others who saw bird: Steve Dinsmore 

Description of bird: 

I saw the bird for only 20-30 seconds but got a distinct look at it in flight. It 
was large, about 3 + times the size of the Franklin's Gulls it was flying with. 
The color appeared all dark. Wings were long, thin, and pointed at tips. There 
was a distinct crook in the wings about half way out on their length giving it a 
“cupped" appearance. The tail was long, thin and the tail streamers seemed to be 
held together. I could distinctly see that the bird had a long tail but did not 
get the forked tail view. The neck was of medium length and the head was small. 
Did not look at bill. I saw the bird circle a few times, during which it did not 
flap its wings. The second I saw the bird I had a side view and saw the long 
tail, long wings, and the crook in the wings and I recognized the bird as a 
frigate bird immediately. 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
Nothing else matches this bird in its size and shape other than another species of 
frigatebird which is even more unlikely 

Viewing conditions and equipment: 
20 power spotting scope. Bird was about 1/2 mile away and I was looking toward 
sun so didn't see any color other than dark but shape, behavior, and size were 
distinct 

Previous experience with species: 
I have spent hundreds of hours in the field in frigatebird country in Florida, the 
Dry Tortugas, and Trinidad and Tobago and have seen them on hundreds of occasions 

References consulted: none 

How long before field notes were made? 35 minutes after seeing bird 

How long before this form was completed? next morning, 15 hours later



DOCUMENTATION FORM SFL 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa 

What species? —§ [léiuyi icon t Svante blir __ How many? 

Location? f- / lt OE l «@ li Ld nr Sot & haute 

Type of Habitat? luge ever fatir? (a keslare 
yy —aaP 

ake: al Fl - ' ~f “a Dp . a . eau f- * f A Ba 
When? date(s): 2&5 SER. i times AES po €6S/OCYY 

i 

Who? your name and address: Leer CC fetes ti, a sSshir ¢ C1 On Diiee YagreugaX Ld 

Others with you, “/¢ vy Lore Saad s cu, ix Ba LCP p-, f- raive(a Vanre 

Others before or after you: Tie Sete Pewee ¢ dK a dey s : | 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size. Shape, details of all parts (bill. eve. head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
} bi J ) ‘ ~ + C — if , . > , A “i a ( ; ” { y nad a : he . , e / , . fh pyrex |p: eal very gark e VOY lect EY Cem wi tectesf es, Ae lewd. j 4 ‘ € 

i ¢ / A ; ' * a / f ‘| / oy ff 

y7O Cr" Ch..\Ae 1h ie a deep lv, Sete, 28 87 Bb. g. | ¢ £7 Cy & Ps t J - ’ A ‘ei x wet . j by b -— fig j s Soe yvyuat ( Off (ZO \VUC*GeEe" yy PRY 
A erg: AAA ged gee! der ie Fee '  aplP A 4 

sa 

] ] ] " , * hy * « / fd ee Nia wa Cs ps . 4 Z ; ; Be Similar species; how eliminated: Ve et " ae ea ee ee ept Key edt tt ig Les 44 

fon / / _— ; 74 ‘ ~ zee wf De oop t: b te 

Motive iis ue To Lenn + er 6¢ wot co Lig $. [ie Wee (¢' Coe | Ne 7 f - wk wi KO EN AY Cc , 

: oa Jee wero : a Se by Se ; ce Fhee 

hog dew ere VAS <i dom vedagcl ts Eh? oO Bsere fhe 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? tit 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical —— | as 

/ CA A 

as Piage YO“ id sii (PK beucen lars, DEY. Feo pe, Bc Fe 

4 4 : Om LPK ture CRUGCUS Ys 5 ket "A trOples~ cau bvehhe be Previous experience with Species and simildr ones: Hare geen Maney (a t! pic F~ par «Ape! 

References and persons -consulted before writing description: .(¢ We 

How long before field notes made? $S un this form completed? ( olay 
€ 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).



DOC! UMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

GG cen f man te bord ¢ How many? What species? Ni 

Location? Nov t Ten ake h- central Lowa -— 

Type of habitat? I ¢ 

5 When? date(s): 

nvgae lake wrth wooded penn Sule, ishend ete 

Who?your name and a 

others with you: 

J 

Ae tem ber 29, 4gKtime: A gp PMo ee PM 

Mark ade hoidt 

others before or <~ 

Describe the bird(s 
of all parts (bil) 
tail, legs, feet) 

Steve a J 
belo ye we Coak 

petted it abeu 

high about us 
Fla pped» A huge 
Pranklin's Galls j 

with & promrne 

o the head id & 

For the (7 

Slowly closer wu 
Closer 9g to cur 

able 4. see the 
ENough to see *. 

| we were 
2/54 ppeaved LU¢ 

— Similar species and 

Did any one disagre 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: 
clear. <xcept 

aX4UoM ken brne 

Previous experience 

References and pers 

How long before fie 

MAIL TO: T. H. Ken 

~ etal 

including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
» eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
Also mention voice and behavior. 

after you: Jims Sieve. Dinsme at A 

Jdsee st, We séarched for Go minutes befere I 

t B)y te a mile Aivay over the i stand to the MN) - 

-~ gq dark silhouette wi th long wg $ that never 

, davk bird, much lavger - 2-4 times lavger— than the 
yn the Gv, The LOI gs Weve ap 

nt Crook at the lw) sts, The 

re dark with white on the u 
minutes DL watched + the brrd floated ona Yr movre 

s, Twice /4 moved the Tips ot 145 Langs, ACh Rove 

right the Sun usas behrndus « with SCopes We Were 

whrte on¥;r ua the long forked tail. Lt ineédvey got clese 

he long bil, 

th Scopingit , Frying it Keep itsn sight, when s4 yast 
were not able & find x4 Again, 

edy was lon ere 

? 
7 

how eliminated: N© other species 

NO e or have reservations about identification? 

ive lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

(is few cleuds on herszon a 3h kp ! Pref, to 

1656 — ALX Bushneil scepve 
. with species and similar ones: Néver 

ons consulted before writing description: a // reid guides 

this form completed? Oct Y/)4 EF 

it, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 

1d notes made? @ 4 a lf 3 

a 

rir Dinsmore Ss oted i? a beat 14/00 PM butt disappeared 

long + na rrewa porated 

ey or Central unders ides,



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 85 -( 

What species? Magnificent Feigate lind How many? | 

Location? Cc lear lake. iA Cerve) Forde Co uty 

Type of habitat? Cargo (a Ke with marshy ONL OY west end 

When? date(s): Sept. ‘a 198 time: 4 YO p.m, to_F-' SS pm, 

Who?your name and address: Maw Kk Proeschaidt Box OS Lisamb Tetur& 

others with you: Reth Proes choldt Steve avd Tiw Ninsmore 

others before or after you: Eugene and Eloise Acmstreng Bol Myers, 
wm -SimCclaiv, Beth Bron, Mant mere 

e e e e ss 7 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Steve. and Jim Dinswere spotted \t Ocpuine “F100 psa, } but Mem 

and t couldvt oacte it, They lad to go ten, Mom spotted i+ Yar away 
alove the islond avean Ke / mile away, We watched it as i'tcame | 

Howard us and hem past—(% mile. closest to 4 mi
te Aways ARZQiN), 

T+ was a very large biack bivd that was sailivg and soawivyg all Yhe 

time. tt did wot Flap its wings aver, however +ho wing Lips dipped OW 

Couple of wes, ts wings were cupped or hu
vched ike the profite 

of an osprey-Cereek iw wings), Tt had a large white area ew its 

breast | oO caarld head , Q@nd de very nacyow black’ fail which was 

JeBuitely Qed. LF saw the Krked yail Rov 3 Hmes in the Scope, 

LT saw its sideways cotile and its long vavrew body. ot glided quite 

a digtnce. tt sailed at us, thon past us, and to the east oud 

of the Iake. thew all cf a sudden, we lost sight of it and 
didwt see it again, zt was gute windy when we saw it, 

Similar species and how eliminated: | 

= Cant Haw K of a Similar species | 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

SUMNK Wwita WiF PY Cloudg. Sun at our sides at Aust and then 

eight heolind us, Ndances estimated ; €X30 Bivecs. Qa Sape - 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ‘7 

Had never Seen a Friqatebivd before, _ 
References and persons consulted perors writing description: | | . 

x de, R.T. Petersen feild guide Net, Geog, Guide, Robbins field guide, , 

How long before Field notes made? 5: SOgpw, _ this form completed? Oct 6, 1786 

~ot eHecnoen a 
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings i pp PIE gi y ghtings in Iowa §F-(f 

What species? SRILA TELLLO ~7AAGN SF {CET How many? , 

Location? CLEALE LAKE - CER¢G5 CO2D0 Coz TF 

Type of habitat? <2AeE 

When? date(s): <2 /SF7 time: 7/04 to f/ YosA — Kae SECOEKK 
Ll LLISIME Sao 

Who2your name and address:~ 4m Aucetce C Lgucwtyhvee bya Cry ~ FRA Pete 

others with you: | Zon, <ea7~ | 

others before or after you: 40: 2. 

Describe the bird(s) 
of all parts (bill, 

tail, legs, feet). 

including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

Also mention voice and behavior. 

lye B00 tent FveIT C4ASERVED A
r A OLITRPACE CX~ / WLE SF 

Aes E TeezEL WE (ln2/7 CA THE Fimé) 77” AAS 
LOA TIME 

ULSTER CBSELYLED $F TimFS AT fpiecte CLASSE — fepwe F —SEO — 

LANL fVanwDt0f2 ~ABLDS  fPrP® ANCE 42079 YO-/00 Brees 

[GR 2-3 SOVIWa7FS toll Jia AY Fr LACK . TRE CE ECL 

Si2t Wal whey LieceE BAT FN ere Bitel Jo Caom
ihe 

Ir welee @nrt-Orceéo GuecS pe (7 WA! ALL Act) Barbet 

Feyct WWEeye SIZE 4 LerretXjn. ZF MAD VEL?7 Lat Mobil 

put, entre) WA A BEALS “ps TNE whi SEZ / 96277 

Bele wa (Peta fPeet7 ~ GRE A KenwPeD ALES NEA 

Boos (SéE DAteAm or Back) THe Auea foal AEA? 

BLANC. AA CTHALLYG / BRotern/ tt ~B2NGE Si Boa Z/C¥/ _) * pee” Fa 

Wwral Lowe fo (CREED DEEALET fie 2 (Ang Some THB 

preTienS) THE (lépd pen f BAAK And THE £FE DOF Tee 

wit A bene BAD wht STHETED 797 JHE WEEK ffl 

EVDED 07 f/A-— hyve’ JUEBCE Pll seo CxeAAE SZBILE AVE 

Ware bth | Ex7re/0t0 2 | handel Faw ei O#(7O FME UAMOke 

wwe fGen THe bite Aveta. THE 800% AAAS’ NEACY Arte 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
(BULK 

otWER (PE CATEE MLS 
) | 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? NO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

GyPi BQw0celNeS GREET (A 2A k« Se07E 

\Fern =o Gepost - / 01L¢ p- CLEAR SEES) S Treat S L008 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
LS OPE 

References and persons consulted before writing description: pwATIL C FOC. 

How long before field notes made? ,wmZaw7#e this form completed? f 2 Ve 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



9 4 
| ‘ 1 

JME KEL g PINK: SM sCED ) LEEF ClldO BE SEE CUCE g ro 

ttf AN bAiw S77 L502 7 GAS IQNE IOCA 428 Am ae | 

JOAYCE. Gaye” pla. COBP FAAP EO” LP AF or | 

Co‘ etANT —Lewé Ana "Wi ~ AXP Doss Deva LE 

A- ft AL Ae FAP fit. Cle G/- LBSLZL. LAQL ded beth, 

LAA. 
. 

22) (— FEA Aw Senreeo —t Maver @L/0EF 3 
pa POMTFK OWS y7e THE STheve SAT Lord: 
eo ANéwwesT LOOSE OO LAME zt Me. 7 &. Sen é 7700 ES” 

Wehbe pEé FF f/lh77NE fH or. far /AL 4; 4 4 mo ALEC sy 

TIDES LB AA 7 ames BAKE 47 
THE a ATER SEOCLCAACL 

ye 7htt je 0h fibnte teat Aedes ~PAPEAES 
wat AS &. SEEM Jeo  LIBIO CH SNE ATER, ea 

DF 
Fo fLRE/! AD Zo A LIME. - 

ai) bile (#on. CAG 

of fl pe //7P 

fotitn DED Areas 



DOCUMENTATION FORM 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa SFU 

What species? Ma ght eT Fin skh rh ; How many? Ee 

Location? Chien Lie ke Z Co+ze Cre Cw Z /P 

Type of Habitat? Laren (Cuzh + re ee eee 

. GOL- 7 a! Ger 3s” fo 4/693. 
When? date(s): Zé Sept. (9.¥% (ELI Pe time: to 

Who? your name and address: “Thowes H-. Sent ZU chery Sr. , lowe Cty “vA S224¢6 

Others with you: aff se Fi. lem Cart Melson, Boi~Wyer , Coney Charte fre sf _ hod Sinclar —- Bh brvn 
| " 7 y r 7 

Others before or after you. a») ax + Speen rinse, frre baavre, JOHG fh Fiiseas 0 Wieds 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

orcas feces f-# ac fereke. 

Similar species; how eliminated: [> Plum Sim le— prem NTF 4 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? ho 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 

Bird Vo bale fy chet (604, Le a Dox supe, FODrA bomen bers 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: hace jae tee oc Mik, ott 
References and persons consulted before writing description, Wer 

/ “_ 

this form completed? !0D yes How long before field notes made? ye hrs of | 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).



for Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa | LS -1| 

What spectes? iid ae fang atebeid Flow mrany / i a 

Logation? Cha, late Adele Porte, Corry 6 ovde Le 5M. | 

Type of Habitat? ee por eee ae 
- 

When? date(s): 2& Sent ‘FF time: 90 aya lo 10! 30aw 

ae 

i 
~~ — 

Who? your name and address: M:; ke 7. ao a7e Se: te. Morin TA., SO03/0 

Others with you: hun n Delve: 

Others before or after you: S 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size. shape. details of all parts (hill. eve, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention yoice and behavior. 

A Large one Gf. wins apan) dahl blak bik with o wlohe brtast, Lowy 

haghty vier Are wort tye lem Lote, “Vibwon) fr 2. 10 ain. 
{raw aovth sicko Cote. Y orad at elo range pm eet agile <7 

V to . 

Similar species; how eliminated: prone. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? Hw 

If yes, explain: 

liewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 

5 alk & x0 binozew lara waned EO wm $ Cwpe @ ec. 2Sx-FOx., Aater, V wwe fo weet aco 7 lehe (vrrom Vewtirra 

M arotk ) w ith bingtutms at Cc. (CO yarels as bil 2 Uv eee, low? punk. lake 7 vet n fam Jac: 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: honk, Life aoe 

- Dks obras FDd Cuccks vol 
R°ferences and persons consulted before writing descriptions A | 

How long before field notes made? £10 men_ this form completed? 2 mend 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on hack cover of lowa Bird Life).


