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Records Committee: IBL 66:97 

VOTE: 2 A-D, 5 NA 

A-D, Wish 'white on dorsal surface of wing' had been described 
in more detail. 

NA, The field marks fit Anhinga, but are also very similar to 

a first year D-C Cormorant. The lack of white in the wing 
supports D-C Cormorant as does the light colored neck and upper 

chest. The field marks reported definitely say Anhinga. My only 

reservations are length and quality of observations and why Jim 

Sinclair did not document this sighting. 

NA, ID seems to be based primarily on the bill. Black bird 

with buffy neck and breast suggests female (immatures are 

browner), but a female should show a considerable amount of white 

on the wings. I believe the original observer would have 

submitted a documentation had he been confident of the ID, but my 
understanding is that he felt he was originally mistaken. 

NA, I can't image the power of suggestion being stronger than 
in the case of this bird. Two Iowa State University students had 

reported an Anhinga in Monona Co. on 16 May 1995. There were 
rumors of others in the Midwest. Jim Sinclair and another 

observer reported an Anhinga on this snag an hour or so earlier. 
The Monona Co. bird, based on documentations received later, was 

a cormorant. Sinclair and his companion did not submit 

documentations and indicated in a note that they had made an 
erroneous identification. A large number of people arrived 

Shortly after Petersen had left and found an immature 

Double-crested Cormorant on the snag (the only place in the small 

pond where a bird could perch). In view of the situation, I would 
expect a very thorough documentation which would clarify phrases 

such as "bill pointed", "tail long", "neck very long", and "very 

little white". It is difficult to find photes or descristions of 

immature Anhingas. The Master Guide to Birding and Bent do not 

suggest to me that a year-old bird would have "very little white" 

in the wing. Why would a leading birder leave such a rare bird 

when others were expected to arrive soon? Why no photos? 

NA, This description does not rule out Double-crested 

Cormorant completely and the description is similar to an 
immature Double-crested Cormorant looked at shortly after the 

time listed for this description. I think this is the same bird 

seen by many soon afterward. : 

NA, Other observers stated that the bird they saw was not an 
Anhinga. 

A-D, Description acceptable. How about documentation from 

original observer? (who usually documents such sightings).
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