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Anhinga , Record Number: 81-AD 
CA 1889 Classification: NA 

near Salem, Henry Co., IA 
Walter G. Savage 
Anderson 1907 

REFERENCE 

Anderson 1907 
DuMont 1933 

VOTE (1981) 6-IV, 1-V 
IV, Savage seems to have been reliable. 
IV, Savage was a good observer, had the dead bird in hand, and 

was familiar with the species with which it could be mistaken. 
IV, no details. 
IV, Probability: species for IA is extralimital but the edges 

of its range are only a few 100 mi to south. Second hand report 
of a specimen taken 20 yrs earlier. Specimen not preserved. No 
description of specimen given by either Anderson or DuMont. 
Anderson’s vouching for the collector’s knowledgibility makes the 
record possible. ; 

IV, No description of the bird exists. However, Anderson 
believed record to be authentic (alhough I don’t think this is 
sufficient to elevate to category III).



Anderson 1907 
pp 160-161 

DuMont 193% 
p 2l 
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Anhinga 

22. (118). Anhinga anhinga (Liun.). Anhinga. Snake-bird. 
The only known record of the occurrence of this species in 

Towa was given me by Walter G. Savage in a letter of Feb. 25, 
1904. He says: ‘About twenty years ago one was killed in 
IIenry county. This one is the only record that I have of any 
being in the state. Thave no specimen; it was killed before I put 
up any, but I well remember the bird as being the Snakebird. It 
was killed ona little stream called ‘Little Cedar,’ in Henry county, 
Jowa, near Salem, and the man knew what a Cormorant was and 

so did I. It is a positive fact that a Snakebird was killed? in 
Towa.’’ Although reported by no other observers, Mr. Savage's 
long experience as a collector and observer of bird migrations 
makes this record appear an authentic one.” 
The species was reported in Bruner’s list asa Nebraska bird on 

the authority of a specimen shot supposedly near Omaha, but it 
has since developed that the bird may have been secured either in 
Iowa or Missouri (Rev. Bds. Neb., 21-22). 

Anhinga anhinga (Linnaeus). Water-Turkey 

Accidental. Anderson (1907) states: “The only known record of 
the occurrence of this species in Iowa was given me by Walter G. 
Savage in a letter of Feb. 25, 1904. He says: ‘About twenty years 
ago one was killed in Henry County. This one is the only record 
that I have of any being in the state. I have no specimen; it was 
killed before I put up any, but I well remember the bird as being 
the Snakebird. It was killed on a little stream called “Little Cedar,” 
in Henry County, Iowa, near Salem, and the man knew what a 
Cormorant was and so did I. It is a positive fact that a Snakebird 
was killed in Iowa.’ Although reported by no other observers, Mr. 
Savage’s long experience as a collector and observer of bird migra- 
tions makes this record appear an authentic one. 

“This species was reported in Bruner’s list as a Nebraska bird 
on the authority of a specimen shot supposedly near Omaha, but 
it has since developed that the bird may have been secured either in 
Iowa or Missouri (Rev. Bds. Neb., 21-22).”


