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Ibis species Record Number: 81-JH

1 May 1977 Classification: A-D
Bays Branch, Guthrie Co., IA

*Gene Burns
IBL 47:56

DOCUMENTATION

Gene Burns
REFERENCE

Field Reports: IBL 47:56
VOTE (1981): for sp 5-III, 1-IV; for White-faced 2-IV, 1-V, 2-VI;
for Glossy 2-V, 3-VI

clearly a plegadis but description not definitive.

Glossy V, unlikely; White-faced IV insufficient detail; sp
I1I, sufficient detail.
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Halmi, N. S., 1977, Field reports. Iowa Bird Life 47:56-63. P{

" An Ibis of the genus Plegadis was seen flying over Bays Branch 15
on May 1 (documentation GeB). It is likely to have been a

White-faced Ibis, but there is no rigorous support for this
assumption."”
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4. Late: May 1, 1977 (Sunday) 5. Tiame sird scen:_215pm to  217fm -
&. Description of =zize, hape and color-pavent. f_i_-_:_sr.n"' in wreat dat2il all pzris o:" the
plunaze, and beak and i cet cab:acion: in 2ddiilem. 1o Lne diagnostic characteristics,

bzt isciude only what actualiy w2+ seen in the ficld
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He flew about 30 feet high and a‘bout 30 feet in tront of our car which was parked on this A
road running through the middle of Baye Branch. He appeared darkish to blackish in color. ;
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About 20 inches long, flying slowly, neck stretched out in front of his body in flight,
his feet trailing his body, an extremely long decurved bill, I watched him in flight with
my scope until he went to the north end of the Bays Branch Area and 1lit. We drove to this
area and I walked through this boggy area attempting to get a picture of him 1f I was able
to flush him, tut I was unsuccessful. Of course, I immediately knew it was something

different when I saw the extremly long decurved bill, which to me was the cmtltanding
thing l.'bout the bird.

. Description of voice, if hesrd: Not heard.

. Descripticn of behavicr: Flew slowly north about 3/4%s of a mile and than 1it in the

North end of the Bays Branch sough area.

. Hatizzt - gererai: Reeds, some water grasses, and. water holes.

specific:
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I had not seen any similar species in this area heretofore, so all were olimlnated.

11. Distance (how mzasured)? Egtimated. 12, Optical squipment: Jason
zoom binoculars & B&I. :oou 'e0pl.

13. Light (sky, gut. on bt ra, DOSI!::.D'I of sua in relation to bird and you):

Sky was cle he bird ﬂ;& from southwest to northeast a.nd. then north.
14, PR Y& e?plil’ 404, U8, E s -1 %‘ Hpe %I‘n“ Hﬁnﬂﬂekgn n"rm .

None _ -y
15. Otuer observers: Marilyn Burns, my wife. .
16. Did the others zgree with your identification? TYes.
17. Otlier cbservers wio independer’ntly identifi:d this hird: Nones

Socks, illustracions and advice consulted, &nd how did these influence this ‘description:
Birds of North America by Robbins, Bertel, Bruun, and Zim. Peterson¥s Field Guide to
Western Birds. They helped to confirm that it was an Ibis. I had to call Woody Brown

and Pete Peterson and they both felt that it was a White-faced Ibis, rather than a Glossy
Ibis.
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