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Bays Branch, Guthrie Co., IA 
*Gene Burns 
IBL 47:56 

DOCUMENTATION 

Gene Burns 
REFERENCE 

Field Reports: IBL 47:56 
VOTE (1981): for sp 5-III, 1-IV; for White-faced 2-IV, 1-V, 2-VI; 
for Glossy 2-V, 3-VI 

Clearly a plegadis but description not definitive. 
Glossy V, unlikely; White-faced IV insufficient detail; sp 

III, sufficient detail.
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& Nalmi, N. S., 1977, Field reports. Iowa Bird Life 47:56-63. ps 

" An Ibis of the genus Plegadis was seen flying over Bays Branch Is On May 1 (documentation GeB). It is likely to have been a : White-faced Ibis, but there is no rigorous Support for this assumption. " 
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Pa Mi@diess-c.2sar Fr: tirie Raho 

/ (lowa. Nistows ., Tilincis, Tudiasa, Kentucn7, Ohae) (19) 
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BIRTS: VERIF YIN GC ODAGCRMENTATON OF Ab ED SACKDIEAAY SIORT RECORD, | ; 
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1 ipecies White-faced Tpis L Peageadis eo). 2. Number: 1 ‘ 

$i 

+. tocetior The middle road of Bays as ieee County-Iowa) 
) i 

° eo € 
‘ . ‘ ‘ 

4. tate; May 1. 1977 (Sunday ) 3, Thme wird scen: 215pa to 217 6m : f 

=f % - : “yr 2 ow : ad 3 oot? . s - a r tne . 

6. Deseription of size, shape and coLeur-patctery. (Suscrins Moreat gatait ali parts. 6: -~ 

plumage; and beak and feet coloration, in eddicirn. -3 ine diaznestic characteristics, : 

‘bunt inciude only what setualiy wes seen in the cield 
ti 

He flew about 30 feet high and eee 30 feet in pc - our car which was parked. on this 

road running through the middle of Bays Branch. He appeared darkish to blackish. in color. 

About 20 inches long, ‘flying slowly, neck stretched out in front of his body in flight. 

his feet trailing his body, an extremely long decurved bill. I watched him in flight with 

my scope until he went to the north end of the Bays Branch Area and lit. We drove to this. 

area and I walked through this boggy area attempting to get a picture of him if I was able 

to flush him, but I was unsuccessful. Of course, I immediately kmew it was something 

different when I saw the. extremely long decurved bill, which to me was the outatanding 

thing about the bird. 
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. Description of voice, if heard: Not heard. 

. Descripticn of behavior: Flew slowly north about 3/438 of a nile and than it. in the 

North end of the Bays Branch sough area. 

. Habitat - senerai: Reeds, some water grasses, and water holes. — 
specific: 

--- tee 8 ome oe we : Bs = c bs a 

SIM eviv Awneaere VE Smec’ es Wwe var A3 o.L. fe ete * taper es. gashse ra) Py “s a: "9 2°. ne 

I had not seen any similar species in this area heretofore, so all were elininated. 

ll. Distance Chow measured)? Estimated. = 12. Opticai scuipment; Jason 

, zOom Ganeedians & _ soem wang: 

13. po eg (sky, gyn on 0D? o position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

ky was ele ue ys thes he bird. yas fl near aie _ southwest to northeast and. then north. 

ne, SHA ous ce clang pedro, ba a 2 t £;%9 pEayest Fp OFLEn PSs HOE poebes? arin ae 

None 
. Other observers: Marilyn Burns, my wife. | 

. Did the others egree with your identification? Yes. 

. Other cbservers who independently identifi:d this bird: None. 

. Bocks, iliustracions and advice consulted, end how did these in€leen
ce this description: 

_ Birds of North America by Robbins, Sertei, Bruun, ani Zim. Peterson's Field Guide to 

Western Birds. They helped to confirm that it was an Ibis. I had to.call Woody Brown 

and Pete Peterson and they both felt that it was a White-faced Ibis, rather than a Glossy 

Ibis. 
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Gane Litre = _Mideess: FB 9 

os gnature // 

Date: May J 1977. Chey, Feu! _Jamaica, Towa 50128


