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Ibis species Record Number: 83-28 
27 Sep 1983 Classification: A-D 
Otter Creek Marsh, Tama Co., IA 
*F. Moore, *R. Myers 

IBL 53:98; 54:38 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Francis L. Moore 
Myers 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 53:98 
Records Committee: IBL 54:38 

VOTE: 7-III | 

III for sp., Nearly impossible to identify Glossy in fall. 
III, Plegadis sp. as suggested by observers. But see Bohlen 

(Birds Illinois)--Illinois birds assumed to be Glossy until 
proved otherwise (reverse of Iowa situation). Thus E. Iowa birds 
bear extremely close study. 

III for Plegadis sp.--species can’t be told. At least one is 
adult. If eye really is brown in the adult, this is a Glossy, but 
that is hard to be sure of.



Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: IBIS SP. 

DATE SEEN: Sept 27, 1983 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: ‘ama County, Iowa 

OBSERVERS: F, Moore, Kranz HK, Myers 

DATE OF REVIEW: January 1984 — 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Mailed to Records Committee 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: III 

COMMENTS: The Committee felt that identification to species could not be made, 

although at least one of the birds may have been an adult. It was 

noted that Bohlen (Birds of Illinois) considers Illinois ibises to be 
Glossies, while at least in western Lowa White-faced are expected. 

The situation in eastern Iowa is equivocal, and needs some spring 

sightings, in order to provide evidence for occurrence of either 

species, 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 
review by the Committee 

II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 
ITI = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest eanegery agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 3 ax 

What species? ipis Gp.) (Plegad;s sp.) How many? 4 ae 

Location? Otter Cveek Mavsl nacv Chetan. Tawe ta, Nt side of matth 

a * ae 
° 

When? date(s): September 27,/923 time: (2/'5 to 00 

Who?your name and address: Francis L.Mopre , 336 fairfield S#. Watevlos, [A 50703 

others with you: (3cb M yes , Ed Weinev 

others before or after you: Mot Known 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. Wo voice wes heavd. 

Ed Wainer, te anger at Otter Creek Marsh, tek os ovt onth dikes in his pickup 

fla (bis flew vp A425 we Were dwiving East te West alon 4 dle North Dike, They 

Lew along Side the pickep Fae abe - 320 Secends betere Heoing back \ in to ‘i. 

cattail s, wie two bicds weet all duck ark when tae set tHew Wing $ to lark 

aud Wings make ton fork on Iwvidesce. th green lor, 

th Lill on bo th bicds was =" long Compared a — lems Hh ) — strongly 

on | 
and waggle hkolse te ot ty £1, VP is eae 

jike to te Sooth ant waded 
Ho ee PRES 

thin did ve AS Wwe Were leaving | looked behind ant Sac WA Al 3 —_ y 

i , throu. tee pct PO a C7Oo Toenpe az 

Qma ( opening tn the codtails, View lee ; I, d bade ee os re se ie 

33x fte faking a dw pletuces fave’ if if, sehctetiog — 3 o 

. aude bic nigh 

of He bill, The «ye loked extremely are a jk He lighting, One 

Cf AL. ecktails crald have been semis hat axagpre eas ee 
a ein A wyeunrger 

at the birds wes sta dellar sheen _— 
cold | . i = i, re é 

possibly ee | an little i. 4th oes its ia eee ee — ee L ee ‘ae 

losk at ba th bivds [ am eee te loan toiwavd s He eS a abil ity 
‘2 

Glossy [bis becarseot aye elev be a4 tae p) Sighting 

HH. Suen Shining oO“ : er 

vo ee fetes eer hiss « Plegatl® ‘ ial mn 
Sep these. Tee Mees CAPO , ee 

Similar species and how eliminated: ickits this. is wot SRis J - aus <4 a natin 

plemeage. All davk Cola veck heveo n do net have long dacuvstt.. bill bilee these bivds. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Only «5 f Specees 

If yes, explain: Almost impess: ble (fact impossible) fo spe cicde Plesadis (Glossy end 

White-faced) inthe fall. 
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Excetlent Vigwin conditions Senny Seen ro thant 40 beet at clecost with Ths am 

Beil Root Cvi gm binoculars, Also Viewed through Nikkor mat FIN Camera with Celestom 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: | have seen quite pe ae Glos [bis 

and one twhite Lbis while in “on inthe Pe Oar Acar ag? No experience ww ith if, ile - fa cok /bis. 

References and persons consulted tefore writing description: ene 

How long before field notes made? 4 Hes. this form completed? 5 Hes. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



oe Waldlefe Tock? of Ota Cone 

Ha scepe wach fp aboc lb hw weer’ 

7 4 ooo 

$3.28 


