
. of 34 was thus eclipsed. 
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| A@ usual, Davenport topped all ‘ante with 68 B epeetsd but 0: 
second at 67, and DeSoto NWR third at 64. Th ¢ 

Clinton at 61, and both Cedar Rapids and Shainnetedh at 6. 
The overall species total was 119, a new record, eclipsing the previous 

high of 116 set in 1975. More comments below regarding species deleted 

from various reports. — 

Comments on Species Validation sae | 
This year I found myself in a dilemma regarding séveral reported species, 

and, in an attempt to be fair and consistent, I deleted species from some counts 

and not others, and entirely deleted two species. Reasons for these decisions 

are hereby tendered in an attempt tO cpm onooura ze local 

compilers to document species either unusual in their areas or ditfioult to 

identify. 

Greater Scaup: This species was reported from Cedar Rapids, but while I 

received no documentation, same was forwarded to the American Birds compiler. 

As this is a rare but plausible species, and the compiler is well aware of the 

problems of its identification, I accepted the record pending its acceptance 

for American Biris. : ) 7 oe , 
Turkey Vulture: Three were reported this year. Last year I deleted this 

species from the Dubuque list for lack of documentation, and must do the same 

this year for Marshalltown. It was reported also from Eldora, but the 

details given suggest the possibility of an immature Bald HZagle, in that the 
bird had a "two-toned underwing pattern, blackish with silver—grag linings". 

A third report,from Davenport, was well-documented and accepted. 

| Broad-winged Hawk: The two reports of this species caused me problems. 

One was from Cedar Rapids, again documented for Amerigan Birds, but not for me. a ' 

I accepted this record also, ponding acceptance for American Birds, due to the : a 

compiler's reputation Se —senghmmma, and for reason® outlined below regarding Ss 

status of this sponses in Iowa in December. The secon# report was from Rathbun _ 

with no details and,thus deleted, not even being mentioned as unusual. 

The rather skimpy evidence for this species' occurrence in Iowa in December ig s : 

based on DuMont's observation ef a permanent resident pair in Polk County 1928- #o 

1930, and other sightings in December of 1925 and 1932. Brown also noted that | | 

there have been occasional winter records, as late as January Ty and in Illinois 



nothing wrong with the details." 
- Merlin: This species was 

pirdt 

th, bu 
AAS) - meither report with accompanying éegmiime. However I accepted be _ in future without details, as this species must be vell seen and is 

£ 
‘arly winter in Iowa, One was well-documented for the ocoimt period Al Toman. Ruby-crowned Kinglet: This species was reportei fron three localities, wit doounentation and tlus accepted from Cedar Falls ani Iowe City and without sane and deleted from Spirit Lake. As noted in last year's CBC summary, sightings of this species must be documented. | Ae : 

| Yellow-headed Blagkbird: Also very rare in Iowa in winter, this species was reported from DeSoto NWR, well documented and accepted, and from Ottumwa with no details and deleted. This specics Should be easy to describe if well Seen and of the male gender, | | | 
Brewer's Blackbird: A diffioult species to identify in winter, and also rare at that time, being primarily a fall migrant in Iowa. In fall and early winter it is most similar to young Common Grackles, which may not as yet have noticeably "keeled" tails nor very long tails. sta sapere eptember OEE Reed This species was reported from DeSoto NWR with good details and accepted, and fron. Marshalitown (13 birds) and Spirit Lake (130) without details and deleted. Dickcissel: [ agonésed over this report also. _ Again from Cedar Rapids, it was reported to be a female coming to a feeder with a flock of House 

Sparrows. In Ny experience in North Carolina, this was exactly how this species occurs (rarely) in that state in winter, and so I am in Sympathy with the report. However no plumage details were given, and as female Dickcissels are not dissimilar to female House Sparrows, and lowa is further north and west than North Carolina (even though we have infinitely more Dickcissels in summer), I had little choice than to delete it from the CBC list. However I sugzest that the observer forward a note with identifying details to the Editor of Towa Bird Life for pblication. 

Chipping Sparrow: This species was reported from two localities, Princeton and Lost Nation. The Princetén bird was said to have besn "well observed", but this does not constitute an acceptable description of identifying field marks, anid the record was deleted, as was CERCLA CAI the 
record of six birds from Lost Nation, forwarded whtHout details. This species 
may occur in winter but would be but a rare stragsler, and must be carefully 



. : “Apert from the Dickoissel report already discussed, there were. ee ot 
ecies reported for the first time on Iowa CBCs, a rather amasi se 

other noteworthy reports as Snowy Owl, Townsend's Solitaire 

-Boss' Goose: One was finally picked out from among the Snow Geese. oot nae 
- although it is probably regular there. Identifioation is difficult how be ee 

Greater Soaup: Aleo probably regular, but difficult to identify unless seen well 
Two were seen at Cedar Rapids. | 

House Wren: One was seen at Yellow River Forest with a good desoription which | 
adequately eliminated Winter Wren. | : : : 

Northern Oriole: I despaired when I received a note that one at Mason City had 
been coming to a feeder unbeknownst to the counting group, but by remarkable 

coincidence another bird had heen noted coming to a feeder in Omaha and was) 

included in the count. In recent years increasing numbers of this Bpecies 

have been lured into wintering at feeders in the southeast jvhen fruit is ees 
Notable Misses 

As might be expogven in a record count, few birds fit this category. Most : 

obvious were: , , ae : 

Carolina Wrens This species finally seems to be extirpated as a winter bird after 

last years crash following two harsh winters. This is the first time it has ben 
missed in 13 years. 

Common Redpoll: This was the first miss for 12 years, but it is not expected to 
occur every year in any case. Winter finches were notably absent this year, as 

discussed below. — 

Lincoln' s Sparrow: This species has been recorded in 16 of the last 22 years, but 
it is an irregylar winter resident in Iowa. 

Population Comments 

Waterfowl: The relatively mild weather was Gili ticive to large isionsaits in 

this category mostly because of acdemeed ‘Spon water. The increases in numbers 

were most obvious among diving ducks, which winter as far north as open water 

permits. Taken together, Common Goldeneye and Common Merganser numbers were — 

‘up five-fold from the average number over the last three years. Snow Geese 

also showed a 2-3 fold inorease, but Mallards were up only about 50%. Large 
numbers of the latter species winter in the southwest part of the state and are 

somewhat independent of large ar.as of open water. 

Diurnal Raptors: Red-tailed Hawks were present in normal numbers, whereas both 
: Roughlegged Hawks and Bald wagles were low, both down about 50% from their prior 



diaereer averages of Birds Per Party (BPP, note that sone biee seskew ‘s ‘thks 
figure due to inolusiog by some compilers of feeder-watohers in tetal art’ 

Light snow cover north of Iowa may explain the low Roughleg numbers, but Bi Bal 

 Bagles might have been expected to be higher along with waterfowl numbers. 

in impression is that there were fewer immatures this year. | 2s ae 

- Gallinaceous birds: Even though only eight Gray Partridge were reported are 

from last year's 291), one compiler noted that the species is doing very wll, 4 
but lack of snow cover made them hard to find. Ring-necked Pheasants were 

in normal numbers, down from last year's high levels, but Bobwhites may be in 2 

trouble, down three-fold from their prior three-year average of 3.5 BPP. Last 

year's severe winter probably is significant in this decline, 

Gulls: These birds were up some 4 to 5-fold over the normal levels, mostly due 

to open water as in the case of waterfowl, discussed above. 

Owls: Noteworhy in preored, ahin were the 52 Great Horned’ Owls reported on the 

North Linn count, and the peut of seven Saw—whet Owls. appneeeh.. 

Woodpeckers: Of the two species which enter the state in fall and winter from 

further north, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers increased two-fold and Common Flickers 

were up some 1.5 fold over their respective 3-year averages. This possitbly 

indicates that fewer continued on south due to the milder weather conditions. 

The four resident species (Pileated, Red-bellied, Hairy, and Downy) continue 

tc,well, maintaining last year's increased levels over prior years. The 

summer resident Red—headed Woodpecker remained in very large numbers, 8.7 BPP | 

compared with average levels of only 1.2 BPP in recent years. This year's levels 

were higher even than the great year of 1977 when 6.2 BPP were recorded. 

Field Flocking Birds: Lack of snow cover and mild weather was probably the 

reason for this year's crash in numbers in this group. Horned Larks had 2. 5 BPP 

versus 36 last year, Lapland Longspur 0.3 versus 9.1, and Snow Bunting 0.6 

versus 4.6 last year. es | 

Red—breasted Nuthatch: Only six were reported statewide this year, down from 

the relatively constant levels of the ‘Past three years of 34- ne birds, or about 

a ten-fold drop in BPP. , : 

Thrushes ; American Robin numbers exploded some 16-fold over last year, probably 

because of mild weat er and abundant wild berries, but Zastern Bluebirds remain 

low in numbers. Only 26 were reported statewide, as against 26 and 58 the 

previous two years, but even this is better than the single bird reported in 1976. 

Golden-—crowned Kinglet: After two low years related to harsh winters, this 

species gain@ed groung significantly this year, with a four-fold increase in 

BPP over the prior two years.



: A significant increase in BPP over the prior three-year even 

: “this species this year, of about 2-3 fold. Availability of wild 

F serene probably was impobtant in this increase. eos 

- Mesdovlarks: Total meadowlarks reported this year were 158 (0.8 wes compared 

- with last year's very high level of 6.9 BPP. However last year’s total was | 

unusual, as the average level is about 3.2 BPP, andeas this year still showed 

- @ marked decline of some four-fold over usual levels. With relatively nila 
weather it raises the question whether last year's tough winter reduced the. 3 

 meadowlark population drastically, possibly most significantly among those bivds | 

ee ee een | breed north of Iowa and susp eeuad move into our State in pe 

winter. , | | oa , | 

Winter finches: Again, a drought this year in this ‘pita Gece ie a table. 

showing occurrence of these birds over the past four years: 

ay age ag 2218 
Svening Grosbeak .....++0- 5 aO 
Puen .e Fined .iseccecedee dae Til 511 ou : 
Pine Grosbeak .scssccevees: O cg 43 e) 
Common Redsel2 . 4455204465 0 es: ssc. 20 
Pine Simkin © weKcsh ce cctciaw, OA 415 466 . $4 
Red Crossbill ....+.+-see+ 10 oe 0 0 183 
White-winged Crossbill ....0 ~ 0 ) 15 

3 Of those species which are reasonably regular in some numbers (Purple 

‘Finch and Pine Siskin), both were markedly lower this year, Purple Finch some 

‘four-fold compared with its prior three-year average and Pine Siskin was 

essentaally absent compared to its levels of the previous two years. Redpolls 

were absent this apm but a few Red Crossbills were found for the first time 

in threes years . 

Winter resident sparrows: The following table shows the levels of these species 

over the last four years: 

Northern Junco ...esee 14252 . lagio =. Tit = 14451 
im. Tree Sparrow <<3.:3:1127]. Tee. 9396 13635 
Harrie’ Goarrow’ s.ecie 335°. . 70) wD 
Wh.—crowned Sparrow ..... 46 105 164. 102 
Wh.-throated Sparrow .... 45 7) ee 41 101 

As can be seen, last year's. concern about the decline in Tree Sparrow — 

numbers was alleviated somewhat this year, although the 1976 levels have not 

been regained, as is true for all five species, although most noticeably 

in the case of the three Zonotrichia species. Harris' and White-throated | 

Sparrows remained low and White-crowned Sparrow declined about 50% from last 

year's levels. On the other hand, Northern Junco seoms to be doing well.


