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Sign of spring 
Capistrano may have its swallows, but Mason 

City’s Lake Conatoma has its swan. According 
to John Powell, 254 Lakeview Drive, the mute 

swan that appeared on the lake Saturday is vir- 

tually certain to be the same one that showed 

up there last year during the spring migration. 
The bird, a domestic variety evidently, gone 

wild, is almost non-existent in this part of the 

country, Powell explained. He said the odds 
against two different birds of the species fol- 

lowing the same migratory path are immense. 

Flights of wild whistling swans annually pass 

through North Iowa during the spring .and fall 

migration, but Powell said that lowa Conserva- 

tion Commission staffers told him the sighting 

of the mute swan was unprecedented in this 

area. If it follows last year’s pattern, the bird 

will remain on Conatoma for several days be; 

fore resuming its ay a jo ty Chae 
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