Middlewestern Prairie Region
)[/ (Towa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY STGHT RECORD.

2 Speci@sMﬁt}atﬂ‘aw 2. Number: [
3. I-Ucaticmw “ l..bl\é‘ufo "_\?F_{Qqaz ) N\lSSOUbE \kl\l'e'-}' IOL«JA
4, | Dates k()e_l | o0 1996 5. Time Bird seen: 'IQ,‘.S'OP,,! T - Y

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the

aze, and beak and feek coloration, in additiom, Lo the diaznostic characteristics,

=4

but include only what actually was seea in the field):

,dfi)h-f‘ Sparrew beak, Somewhat /arge, Throat white, IYecKlace o¥ <hont, very dapk;
Gnd clesnly defrned €+ripes annchﬂ? bresst as in Canadea loor blers Beﬂv whete
ElonNe Streaked with Fand, bofly stripes Nape ond Sides of drcewn Ouff wits,
Many Yhin blsck sitripes. Back dlso stresked. ings placwish deall~brown, Side

o head bm‘i@ with whisker mork Showing whide between it and cheets. legg
/lqhw‘-,o,nf, Or Alesh. Shortrsk -notched 42, - ark, e couvld et sce Yhe

eroange mediany Stripe 38 we were d/most d""—"""}'j be low Yhe bird,
7. Description of voice, if heard:
Net heard _ '
&. DES-?-'L'iPti:’[ﬂ Of_fbem"i%’f: Flew tp frem plowed €reld; sa4 yuite s+ill 1n small
Sa'dhﬂq or L m:nlﬁk% reched wnder win A *#/‘“) Jdown | ato knderbiusk,
9. Habitat - genaral:?wie. RoHom Land - Na+. Loldl, Redocje.
specific:'b[ou.mcl St+ri@P with rocad on ene 4‘...}.@) small ¥preces and
Underbrus™ Bardering it on Yhe atheer
10. Similarly appearing species which are elihinated by ques tions €, 7 & 8, Explain: R
is bied \nad wo yellow above eye 38 \n Ssvaunab Qlge Yhe Vreact strpes
were Confined Yo Necklace. Ne nedicable white ontal o< Vesper.

Ne ou$t an Breas+ as Lunco\ns, Yelondes, o~ NWens lawe,

11, Distance (how measured)? : 12, tical equipment: 8- pe Btnoc.‘i
¢ ).5:' 7 feet - esti made o s 9 e~ "

1

.| Light (sky, light on bird, posgition of sun in relation to bird and you):
er L\Ou&\j - e Alrect QUV\\,IC‘k',C" - Bird above and ‘5\‘01\\'\"\‘-\"!'0 our \ed+,
14.| Preliious experience with ghis species and similarly appearing species:
Ne exQerience widh %ﬁ”‘ s~ Verv‘ —{-Em.faw Lo L Saua\mruLL' Vexpee, Ltr\co\ng
15. Other observers: Wirs e tew Lamdlar witie Henclows :

TS, Maeiaw Neee

i6. Did the others agree with your identification? YCS

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:

18. Books, illustrations and advice comsulted, and how did these influence this description:
QenSu('l#.A \Mme..-l-\ah(3 wire T v Frades, \"efuqe manaqger who (g
Lery Lamlar w e Bamé's: en e \Oraeé‘nq aroundg, He concurred *hat

Qur c‘egc.qp-l-lcu\ Lided Yhad o4 s ®awdg

Qlaﬁglo_a\ ¢ o4 No Nmerica -’Qé‘ob‘ns et nl Audubon Land Bird o des
19,| Ho ne after observing this bird did you first write this description? 25 Neurg

r this

_Lé City, SL;-‘tG‘:‘_&M—Z“_&j/aM

(over)



If vou watch birds solely for your own epjoyment, thers really is no nesd to
describe your observations in writing. But, if you have seen something unusual and
want to share this experience with others, a written description is esseatial. " Iu is
true your immediate frieuds who know and respect your ability probably will accept
your report without question, but what about those who do not know you, particularly
the bird students 100 years. from now who cannot know you? Also, what about the habitual
skeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of regional blrd lists who
probably will imsist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics will
investigate your observation not because they assume you are wrong, but merely because
they ordinarily expect verification, Whether the individual demanding wverification

realizes it or not, in doing so, he is employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

If your observation involves a common species duriag a season of abundance,
verification is achiaved simply by returning there again in season, I£f, however, the
observation involves a vare species, or a common species out of season, verification
is mot obtained easily and special documentation is necessary. The best documentasion
is a coiiecced speciaen, and mawy bimd-students laslist this Lo the owly acsgptabi.
evidenca. However, others recognize the importance and reliability of sight records
aceunulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain that even extraordinary
sight records are acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verifying descciption,

1t must be emphasized that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an
effort to perpetuate a record by obtaining concrete evidence which may be permanently
preserved for all to examine. This procedure is requirved for every extraordinary
observation irrespective of the observer.

It should also be pointed out that with the great pholographic equipment now
availaoble, speciss ‘Cantifiostion from ~hotograpghs are poisible. Suel specics
documentation are nighly desirable and should be sent te the state editors ox
to large museums.
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