
eg : _° - Middlewestern Prairie Region — 
ee (Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1. | Specter guests Sparrow. . : 2. Number: ce Bo takes 

3. |Location Desate poe Pea +t. loildvife Relea e ; Mussouri cele, Lowa 

4,,| Date: Noes | 2y : AGT 5. Time Bird seen: Id! © p.m to_laQ: SS 9.» 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern. (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 3 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): : 3 ; | 

LL ight Sparrow beaks, somewhat large, throat white, 
YYeceklace oF€ short, Very dap 

Qnicleant daetined stripes Cire ling breast as in Canada Luar blek, Belly white } : 

Plann stleaked with Cant, bofly stripes, Nape and Sides of arown bith with, 

of head bully with whisker mark showing white between st and chee. legs — 
LMght pin€ or flesh. Shortsh -noteched +ail- dak, We could wet see he 
OLFANGES mecdiaw Stripe 2S we were aA/most aA:recth, be low the bird. 

7. Description of voice, if heard: , } 

) ; aie Net héard 
- | _ 

8. Description of behavior: Flew af from plowe
d oe ld: so gute still "ny small S 

sapling shar, hee mints, Preened under wing, Flew down inate under biusk. a 

9, Habitat - general: Nwee Betlom Lang - Nat. Lots be Reluge — pests naniaeS 
specific: Dlowed Strie with road on ane side, Smell Frees and 

Under brush Bordering it On Khe cthee, aaa 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eli inated by questions ¢, 7 & 8, Explain:. 

Nadie. bind > aide yellow above eye a6 in Savaunah, Al¢eo the react stupes 

were Confined Yo Wecklace. Ne nericable White onrtkarl aciww Veseen. 

No lust an WreadSt AS iw hincélns, Lelontes, or NWenslows, : 

11, Distance (how measured)? ° 12. tical equipment: 8- pe. Binccs: 

3.) Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): | , 3 

Vers cloudy ~WNO Atrect sunliqh*t ~ Bird above and slightly +o ovr \et+, 

14. Previous experience with ae species and ee appearing species: 
; 

| We experience With . “ Venu tam. aw Litt Ssvannak \Jecpee, Lincolns, 

15. Other observers: on everm Lamaleare witw Henclows. . 

| Mes. Maciaw Meree : 

16,, Did the others agree with your identification? Yes 
a i . . =< ~s > Ramen - le ne 

i
n
t
 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

18.) Books , illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: eo 

Consulted Immediately wilt Nim Frateg¢, retoqe manager who tg 4 

very familar wetic Bard's on ner breeding Around. tle concurred That 

Our deser:ption Gitled that of = Barirts. . : , 

Gl “Bieds et No. \merica _ Rebbins etal: Aciduborn band Bird hows ch 

19.) How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? & “whew © 

as ~ vw ie “= 

OLGNaALUL 

Date: Qpretl oo 7, J9 7 b City, stave: Cite Tie ieee 7 

: 

(over)



If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, there really is no need to 

describe your observations in writing. But, if you have sean something unusual andl 

want to share this experience with others, a ile sien description is essential. ie is 

true your immediate friends who ‘know and respect your ability probably will accept 

your report without question, but what about chide e who do not know you, particularly 
* 

‘the bird students 100 years from now who cannot know you? Also, what about the habit ual 

skeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of theionks bird 13906 who: 

probably will insist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics will 

av eONA gate your observation not because they as¢ sume you are wrong, but wares because 
. 1 - 

-_ — a oe ae 
>"; : E c _ 1 ra | 
Rn te ey om wm af Ge oe ete ry ¥* AG ir 3 7 y OVA o> wa: 4 0 iS e AEGON It ef aa ‘SF cha { divi lak 2: al demanding ° 

J OTOL Rars. a Sec de hae A Re ha en ns ee Ce bw oe I RL Wi AE SG ‘ 1h ake S i ey 

« 

vs 

shiz es it or not, in doing so, he is employing a vate rule or the scie wntifi c¢ method, 
2 a 2 

If your observation involves a common species during 4 season of abundance, 

verification is achieved simply by returning there again in season, If, however, the 

observation involves a tare species, or a common species out of season, verification 

is not obtained easily and special documentation is necessary. The bast documentaries 

is a Coliected specimen, and many bird-students insist this is the Sampara . 

evidence. However, others recognize the importance and reliability of sight records 

aceunulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain that even extraordinary 

“
*
 

+< 

sight records are acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verity ing description. 

Tt must be emphasized that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an 

effort to perpetuate a record by obtaining concre&té evidence which may be permanently 

preserved for all to examine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary ~ 

observation irrespective of the observer. 

Et should also be pointed out that with the great phoiog scg a bees equipment now 

availoble, species ‘Cantificstion fram phoatogr raps wre poisible, Suet species 

eatin are highly desirable and should be sent te the state editors or 

to large museums. 


