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Sharp-tailed Sparrows in Story County wt 
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Before 1982, the status of the Smith's Longspur in Iowa 

was unclear. However, in that year a concerted effort was 
Towa by ivn7heys D peci(>' \, 

made by es * to seek out this berd in rts wPpeyPr tat 

lermae. vesults o Lhe seqven CF were 

habit erpunshe individuals wé&@e found at six digferent locations y met 

bei) Ste 
with Yan; more axe been’ found in the eae - | pa I believe that 
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the same Bituarian cous existstoday in regard to the Sharp- 

tailed Sparrow. Dinsmore et al. in Iowa Birds states that from 

1960-1982 only seventeen confirme ightings have been reported. 
Shar ctailed sparred 

The authors believe tates eae really much more common 

the vetords show bee 
than that-but that we have not been looking at the right time 

or habitat® 

On September 22, 1984 I parked in the west parking lot at 

Hendrickson Marsh in Story County. I proceeded southeast along 

the fencerow, about one Hank) yards encountering many different 

Cushat King of SParrevs Hank, 

kinds of sparrows. As I iri the marsh, the type enn height 

fe rassy ? broad leqyes 7 
fect ° of vegetation changed from kneedaep to _ deep. It was here 

fyest Ww "Ee n_ Flushe aN 

x? that I saw a Sharp-tailed Sparrow.) It would fly short distances 

ha 14 > a 
a sh. of aboute,l5 feet and then dive back into the undergrowth. On 
ao Visivle €yraugn 2 

One occasion it remained vis+sle—in “CH vegetation for over oF 

(How close) 
minutes and I was able to study it closely. I called isinea IOU 

members but we were not able to relocate it. re 

On the morning of October 3rd Paul Martsching birded the 

north shoreline of the marsh from the east parking lot to me (C 

weedy>, with ys 
grassy: :Seest points He saw three Sharp-tailed Sparrows, two in view at 

the same time. Later that morning he found another Sharp-tailed 

Sparrow in the same location as I had on September 22nd. That 

evening Joe Schaufenbuel and Paul returned to the east side of
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the marsh and found one sparrow in the same place as in the 

morning ‘& Une bird seem hat day wes fund within BninufS; 

> 176% FA tne parKing~ tot, 
On October 10th, Mark Proescholdt reported to me that he 

had seen 1-2 Sharp-tailed Sparrows in the same general area as 

Joe and Paul, the area from the east parking logs to the first 

Sopa. pecel pont (or A escvyiloe some other gxack wey ) 
ahi followin 

These sightings bring severat questions to mind: 1. This 
shav P- tailed Spayyou 5 : 

is an unusual year with more biedsS than normal. 2. The lower- 

ing of os _ water level by one third has created new, 
eK YL ve 9 

preferable habitat that will disappear when normal water levels 

return. 3. The birds have been here year after year but we 

simply have not looked at the right time or place. Confirmation 

of these questions, I am sure, will be determined with the passage 

of time. CAreyaSo SUV? Heenk ° T bak [ook ek 

iW) marshysotre wn Sept ID te’ spite fo the 
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