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July 29, 1980 

Dear Tom, 

Am sending a very short summer report. Vacations and truly 

miserable weather have resulted in very little birding here 

the past few months. 

Last summer a 50° strip of cottonwoods and willows along 

the stream at the settling ponds was completely cut down in 

the name of “erosion control". Consequently, the Bell's Vireos 

Willow Flycatchers, and cuckoos seen there in past years were 

replaced by Dickcissels, Grasshopper Sparrows, and meadowlarks. 

This type of cutting is going on in Nebraska also. 

Many of us here feel there has been no noticeable decrease 

in dickcissel populations; if anything, they seem to be in- 

creasing. Perhaps this is because we are more aware of them, 

but they seem to fill the available habitat and are even 

found on empty lots in Bellevue and the edges of Omaha. 

Hope you have had an interesting summer "back east". 
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