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SEATHER AND BABITAT CONLITIONS

Jun and Jul were unusually warm and éry months, Nesting of

some marsh birds may have been affacted bty the dry conditions.,

GENERAL IEENDS

No unusual trends were noted. A few shore birds returned at
racord early dates (Semipalmated Plover, Greater Yellowlegs, Com.
Snipe). Unusual dates were noted for several passerines
(Swainson's Thrush, Sslitary Vireo, Tennessee Warbler, N. Junco).

Bluebird reports were encouraging.

UNDSUAL SIGEIINGS

Summer reports confirmed spring reports of territorial Yellow-
o
Throated Warblers at Lacey-Keosauqua S.P, and Wildcat Den S.P, Lawt'&w;i
Reports of twc other casual species are pending doculentation.//f”bvﬂrrﬁbjr

LOOKNS THRQUGH DUCES
Common logm: 2 were on Clear L. in Jun and Jul (MNi fide JD).

-*:Q];;gj Grebe: 2 were still at Hillowlg.on 3 Jun extending the v

spring record (EMY).
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~—>¥estern Grebe: 1 was at Trumbull L., Clay Co. (+JD).
Pied-billed Grebe: Nesting was noted at Willow S. and s. of
Council Bluffs in Jun (BWi). One was at Davenport on 29 Jun
(PP, MLP),
Americanp HNhite Pelicap: Non-breeding ktirds were numercus at
Forney l. again this year: 50 on 11 Jul (RMy, RSi) and 128 e¢n
19 Jul (BWi).
Double-crested Cormorapt: Up to 12 summered at Forney L.
(ne Oba ) e
Great Blue Herom: 16 were at Forney L. cm 11 Jul (RESi) and 30 at
Red Rock Res, on 25 July (GB) but nc heronries were found.
Vb e (9 b Foeaq L. (Shnel)
—=> Cattle Egret: The only one was at Dan Greep S., Clay Co. on 5
June (JI).
Black-crowped _Night Heron: 7 were at leClaire, Scott Co. on 4

Juns (MLP) ; 20 at Hottes L., pickinson Co. with 3 nests on
(A th(,}ﬂ) O & Wmewn O Lyt (sle-d b, Pala
Alto Co. on 11, 12 Jul.

"ﬁ? Yellow-crowned Night Heron: 3 were at Forney L, in Jul (Stones

ide RSi). 3 at Forney L. on €6 Jun (TB, SK, B P), 1-2 at
'-—37 Lt‘-s"‘ .

ZE:L Willow S, on 16, 21, 26, Jun (BWi, RMy) and 1 at Sweet M., oOn
30 Jun (RMy, 1TStJr).
Americap Bittern: 2 at Tan Green S. on 5 Jun and 1 at Big Wall
L., Wright Co, in 28 Jun (JD).
—=> Greater WNhite-fromted Gpose: 1 lingered at Willow S. on 2 Jun
}*I; (BWi) and 2 at Forney L. on 21 Jun (FVN).
Spov Gogse: Up to 6 remained at Forney L. compared to 30 last

year (loOb., B

Capada Googse: Numerous breeders were at Dewey's Pasture, Clay
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Co, (JD); 6 were at Montezuma, Poweshiek Co, on 26 July (DK).

)
Hood Dugk: 50 were s, of Council Bluffs on 24 July (TB, @/Ej

BP) . bt s Jillon s Mo, K iBhuims st Balline 3.

)
Ducks: A (B Wi), Gadwall at Willow S, (BWi), Green-winged Teal at

Forney L. ¢cn 6 Jun (I'B, SK, BP) and Coralville Res. on 22 Jul
ﬁi}b,’giack Duck at Dan Green S. on 5 June (JD), Com. Pintail ol
at Forney l. on 6 Jun (TB, SK, BP), N.  Shoveler at Willow S.
(BWi) , Canvasback at Willow S, and Forney L. (BWi, TE, SK,
BP), lesser Scaup at Trumbull L, ¢n 5 Jun (JD), Hooded
uﬁgganser in Plymouth Co, on 2 June (LBi), Red-breasted
na}?gansar at Forney L. on 6 Jun (TB, SK, BP) and Ruddy Duck
at Willow S, and Forney L, (BWi, TB, SK, BP). 30 were at Mud
L., Palo Alto Co, in 5 Jun and a brccd was at Lost Island S.,
Palo Alto Co, on 12 Jul (JD).
YULTIURES THEQUGH IUEKEY
Turkey VYulture: At Elk Rock S.Ps, a nest with 1 egg was in a

chicken house on 27 Apr and a nest with a one-month-old bird

h‘_*"lzﬁ’éguf cave on 29 Jul (GBR), Singles were reported fronm i.

Hapallo,-Davis Co. on 9 Jun (JD) and Allamakee Co, on 14 Jun
(DK) »
Bed-tailed Hawk: Reports from Louisa, Jchnson and Linn Counties
(MR, TSh).
—=7 RBed-shouldered Hawk: Nesting near Effigy Mounds N.M. was

facilitated by an altered schedule for construction of a
nearby bridge with one bird apparently fledged (Tim Mascn fide
™M, JD). Other sightings were in Clayton Co. on 31 May (LS

fide JD) and lacey-Keosaugua S.P, (FM, EMy).
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Broad-wipnged Hawk: An adult and immature were at Ledges S.P. on
20 Jun (JR fide JD) and 1 was at Manti Weceds, Fremont Cos oOn
21 Jun (FM)e (adua [0 of UKt Fie Al (S
American Eestxel: Reports were from Poweshiek, Fremont, Johnson,
Fayette, Clinton and Davis Counties (m.0b.)
CRANES THEQUGH IEEES
Sora: 2 were at Sweet M, on 28 Jun and 19 Jul (FM, EMy) and 1 at
n.e€. Mills Co. on 12 Jul (BWi).
> Kung bt | ot Coma . 22 08 Carel Medlomn — 35 X [ yoans
HQH]&%& 1 was at Willow S. on 9 Jul (BWi)s| . £ L. ¢ &
American Coot: esting was common in the Iowa Great Lakes region
(JD) and a nest was found in Boone Co, (LC fide JD), but 100
at Porney L. failed to nest because cof low water (RSi).
—— Americap Avocet: 1 at Credit I, on 17 Jul (MLP, CS) was the
second aarliest date.
—= Sepipalmated Plover: 2 at Coralville Res., on 12 Jul (MN) and 4
,//‘ at Cone M. on 18 Jul (rle) exceeding the previcus early date

of 27 Jul.
Upland Sapdpiper: Reports were from Cherokee, UDavis, TIowa and
Johnscn Counties (m.ob.,) as well as many in s.w. Iowa (FM).

—>, Greater Yellovlegs: 1 at Coralville Res, on 13 Jul (TK) exceeded
the previous early date of 23 Jul; € were there on 26 Jul

{MN) .

Lesser Yellowlegs: The first were noted on 6 Jul at Coralville
Ba s, (M¥) and 8 Jul in Mills Cc. (BWi); the largest
concentration was 30 at Cone M. on 13 Jul (RDe).

Solitary Sapdpiper: 1 on 29 Jul at Coralville Res (TK) tied the

third earliest date; peak was 71 at Ccne M, on 13 Jul (EDe).
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Hilson's Phalarope: 1 at Silver L., Dlickinson Co. in late Jun
and early Jul may have been breeding (EM, RJ fide JD). The
only migrant was at Cone M., on 23 Jul (TK).

Americap Noodcock: One 1lit within two feet of Francis Moore at
wabonsie on 21 Jun and one was killed by hail at the Rilson
farm in Mills Co.

Common Spipe: 1-2 at Cone M, on 13, 1€, 23 Jul (RDe, TK) all
exceeded the previous early date of 3 2ug.

Short-billed Dowitcher: 8 in breeding plumage were studied in
detail at Coralville Res, on 12 Jul (FN) and wera present on
13, 19, 22 Jul (MN, TK).

Long-billed Dowitcher: One was identified by call s. of Council
Bluffs cn 24 Jul (TB, SK, BP)., A breeding plumage bird was at
Coralville Res, on 3 RAug (MN).

—= Sanderlipng: One was seen near Waterloo, ¢n 26 Jul (+FM, RMy)

Semipalsated Sapdpiper: 1 at Coralville Fes, on 12 Jul (IMN) was
one day later than the record early date; 28 were there on 26
Jul.

Least Sapdpiper: 70 at Coralville Res, on 12 Jul (MN) were the
@arliest and peak numbers,

:j?’ Shite-rumped Sapdpiper: 7 lingered at Forney L. until 6 Jun (1B,
s;,\x, ET).

Pectoral Sapdpiper: Birds at Willow S, on 8 Jul (BWi) tied the
sacond earliest date; 205 were peak numkters at Cone M. on 18
Jul (RDe).

Stilt Sapdpiper: 1 at Cone M. on 13 Jul (RDe); peak of 9 at

Coralville Res on 19 Jul (MN).

- 5»{}~Lmu41hl Srdppur : [flas Wa. T2 LR Coord WMeed —~



PAGE 6
Bing-billed Gull: 1 at Smith's S,, Clay Cc, on 5 Jun anrd 3 at
Littls Wall L. on 28 Jun (JC).
Frapklip's Gull: 20 at Forney L. on € Jun (TB, Sk, BRY; 9%
immature at Willow S. omn 2 Jul and 1 adult on 5 Jul (BWi), 1
s. ©f Council Bluffs on 3 Jul (BWi) and 2 at Cherokee on 29
Jun (DBi).
Forster's lTern: 1 at Porney L. on 6 Jurn (1B, SK, BP), =sevaral
(probably nesting) in Clay and Palo 3lto Cos. on 5-6 Jun (JD),
1 at Sweet M, on 19 Jul (FM) and 8 at Coralville Res, on 26
Jul (MN).

—=> Common Jexm: 1 at Sweet M. on 19 Jul identified by wing pattern
and call compared to Forster's seen and heard at the same
location (FM, EMy).

~—=> Little Jerm: 1 at Forney L. on 6 Jun (TE, BE, SK).

~— Caspian Iern: 1 near Montezuma on 17 Jun (DK), an unusual date.

Black Term: Up to 30 were at Willow S, (EWi).
PIGEONS THROUGH WOOQILRECKEES

— Barp Q¥l: Seen twice in s. Mills Co. (BSi).

— Chuck-will's-widow: Up to 8 were at Wautcnsi S.P. on 11, 21 Jul
(8Si, BRMy, FM) and 1 was heard near lFcntezuma, Poweshiek Co,
(+DK). Mcre extensive surveys are needed to determine the
occurrence of this species in Iowa,.

Conmon Bighthayk: Several observers noted decreased numbers, but

N qu%fitative surveys are needed to monitor changes.

Buby-throated Humminmgbird: A few were seen: 7 at Red Rock Res.,
(GB), 1 all summer at Elkhart (DMos) and 1 on 9 Jun at Hamburg

(IG) .
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Belted Eingfisher: Several were seen and thought to represent
increases (FM, BWi, RSi). One nested at Hamburg (IG).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 1 at Klondike ¢n 1 June (DK).

ELYICAICHERS IBHROUGH SIARBLIEG

Eastern Kipgbird: The low spring numlters at Cherckee becane
normal by summer (DBi).

#estern Kipgbird: Usual reports from s.v, Iowa; a nest in
Wwoodbury Cc. (CW).

Bastern Phoebe: Reports from Lacey-Kecsauqua S.P. (TK, CB), =.
Iowa (FM), Coralville Res, (TSh), Palisades Kepler S.P. (TSh)
and a nest near Pleasantville (GBE).

— Says fledn . et Ao G ki [ (sh2) Y AR

§illow Flycatcher: Jun and Jul reports from Fremont, Mills,
Story, Clay, Jochnson and Bremer Counties,

Alder Flycatcher: 1 was reported from Gitchie-Manitou S.P. on 5
Jun (RSi).

Lleast Flycatcher: 1 calling at Smith's S., Clay Co. on 12 Jul
(JD).

Qlive-sided Flycatcher: 1 at Oak Grove E., Siocux Cee on 5 Jun
(RSi)e.

Purple Bartin: Thers were 8 colonies with fewer birds than last
year at Elkhart (DMos).

Tufted Zitmouse: 1 vas at Gitchie-Manitcu S,P., Lyon Co. (RSi),
a northerly lecation.

Borthern Mockimgbird: Reports were from Lyon Co. on U4 June
(RSi), Lavis Co, on 14-15 Jun (FM), ard Iowa Co, on 28-29 Jun
(two locations TSh, TK).

-€;§!giggg.:! Thrush: 1 at Davenport on 27 Jul was a month earlier
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than previously recorded (MLP).

Yeery: Summer reports similar to last year: 31 May and 15 Jun
Hickory Hill Pp., Iowa City (Epe, 1TSh), 28 Jun at Brushy
Creek Canyon, Fayette Co., (FM, REMy), 29 Jun near Montezuma
(DK), 1 Jul at Palisades Kepler S.P. (TSh), and 2 at Yellow
River F. on 19 Jul (DK). Fwﬁ*‘ S e T - O (Jh‘“J

Bastern Bluebird: Apparently a good year for Bluebirds: 23 nests
at Charokee (more than ever Dpi), twice as many as last year

b// at Elkhart (CMos), readily fcund in s. IOﬂﬁa (FM) , 16 in

Powesehix Co. (DK), 15 in lee Co. in a few hours (TK, CB), S
pair at Fed Rock Res, (GE), and 4 pair in Mills Co. (BWi).
Blue-gray Gmatcatcher: Common at 1. Wapello, Davis Co. (JI).
Loggerhead Shrike: This species appears to be well established
in s, Iowa (ESi, RMy, FM) with scattered reports from central
counties (Marion, Mahaska, Poweshiek, Johnson).
YIREOS THROUGE WABELERS
Hhite-eyed Vireo: Resident in Iowa City (TSh) and near Montezuma
(DK) .
Bell®'s Vireo: VNumerous reports from widely scattered areas.
Solitary Yireo: 1 at Hamburg on 16 Jul exceeds the previous
sarly report by at least a month.
Prothonotary Harbler: Reports are from Fiverton W.A. and Dudgeon
P, (RMy, FM).

~—> Horm-eatipng ¥arbler: Heard at Wildcat Cen S.P., on 14 Jun (TSh).

Blue-winged GWNarbler: Farly Jun sightings were from Macbride

Field Campus and Coo Falls in Johkmsoen (RLe) and Lacey-

Keosauqua S. P« (RM).
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Tepnessee Nacbler: 1 at Sweet M. on 28 Jun (FM, RMy) is an odd
date.

Borthern Parula HNarbler: Well estaklished at Lacey-Kecsauqua
S¢P.. in s.0, Jowa with 3-6 heard frcm 5-14 Jun (EMy, FM, TK

-~ CB) and 1 in n.w. Iowa at Kroger Tract ip Lyon Co. (RSi).

Yellow Hagbler: Several nests yere found at Smith's S., Clay Co.
on 5-6 Jun (JD)., A pair was at Pleasantville (GB).

- Yellow-throated Narbler: Reports contipue at Wildcat Den S.P.
(RDe, TSh) and Lacey-Keosaugua S.P. (RMy, FN)., < W& ﬂh&fu&bﬁf(3h-4

Qvenbird: 2 vere found in n.v. Iowa at Kroger Tract, Lyon Co,
(RSi).

Louisjiapa Naterthrush: Reported from usual locations at Wildcat
Den S.P. (2De) and Waubcnsie S.P., (FM).

Eentucky Harbler: Reported from usual 1locations at Wildcat Den
S.P. (RDe), lLacey-Keosauqua S.P. (FM), Wabonsie S.P. (REMy)
and from Coralville Res. (TSh).

Yellou-breasted Chat: 1-2 were reported from Willow S. (RMy).,
lse Co. (1K, CB), Marion Co. (GB), Fahaska Cc. (LK) and Sweet
M. (FM, ENMy). The Willew S, bird was the first in Mills Co,
since 1961 according to Silcock.

Capnpada Narbler: A female at Waunbonsie S.,P., on 21 Jun (FM) is a
unique date.

Americap Bedstarct: Good numbers were reported from Mills Co,

(BWi), n. linn Co, (TSh) and Palisades-Kepler S.P. (TSh).

BERDONLARES IHROUGH EUNIINGS
~_€> Yellow-headed Blackbird: Greatly decreased numbers were reported

at usual nesting sites (FM) with few at Forney L. where



PAGE 10
hundreds usually nest (2Si)., Someé were seen in upland areas

of Mills Co. away from cattail marshes (RSi).

Bed-winged Blackbird: A flock of 5,000 were at Cone M, on 25 Jul
(T/‘\, TSh) «

Orchard Qriole: Reports were from Fremont, Woodbury, Davis,
Poweshiek, Polk and Scott Cos,

Scarlet Ianager: 1 was foundq in n.w., JIowa in Lyon Ce. on 5 Jun
(ESi).

Summer lapager: 1 at Storm L. on 15 Jun was unusual (EGC).

Blue Grosbeak: Usual reports from Mills and Fremont Cos.

lemb Baotn = = vepits Frewd G — ot soe T/

Savanpah Sparrow: 1 was ifd Sioux Co. om 3 Jun (RSi).

Yesper Sparro¥: £Kegular in s. Iowa (FM, RSi).
Lark Sparrou: 6 along Des Moines R in lee Cec., (TK, CB), 1-2 in

Davis Cc, (FM), Pleasantville (GB), and Dudgeon P. (FM).
Bortherns Jumco: A late bird was singing near Cherokee on 7 Jun
e
(DBi),
Swapp Sparrow: This species was very cormon in the Iowa Great
Lakes regicn (JD) and at Sweet M, pudgeon P. andg Big M. (FM).
+ = documented

CONIRIBUTOES

Dick Bierman, Cherokee; Gladys Black, Fleasantville; Tanya
Bray, Cmaha NE; Bdwin G, Crocker, Stcrm Lake; Rich DeCoster,
Iowa City; James Dinsmore, Ames; Ione Getscher, Hamburg;
Thomas Kent, Iowa City; Darwin Koenig, Montezuma; Tomma Maas,
Ames; Francis L., Moore, Waterloo; Dean Mosman, Elkhart; Robert

K. Myers, Waterloo; Michael Newlon, Icwa City; Peter Petersen,
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Davenport; Ruth Phipps, Shenandoah; Thomas Shires, Iowa City;
Ross Silcock, Malvern; Clarice Watscn, Eugene OR; Barbara

Wilscen, Hastings;

OIHER OBSEBYVERS

COBBENTS

Pall field reports will not Fke putlished until March 1981
becayse the December issue will be the index. Nevertheless,
raports need to be in on time to the regional editer of
American Birds, Reporting dates are as follows: fall (aAug,
Sep, Oct, Nov)=-=-Dec 1; winter (Pec, Jan, Feb)=--Mar 1; spring
(Mar, Apr, May)=-Jun 1; and summer (Jun, Jul)=--Aug 1, FReports
not received by the seventh will not be included except for
very unusual findings which will be included in the subsequent
Season, late reports will, however, be recorded for future
reference, I would like to encourage documentation of birds

sean on unusual dates.



