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Iowa Birdline (319)338%9881 for 2/18/91 
Most of the reports this week are from southeast Iowa. The 
Mississippi River. is once again shedding its ice, and diving 
ducks ,COMMON MERGANSERS, COMMON GOLDENEYES, and lesser 
numbers of HOODED MERGANSERS, LESSER SCAUP. REDHEADS, and 

CANVASBACKS, along with large numbers of gulls, are present 
around open water as far north as LeClaire. There has been 
no news the past week about the GYRFALCON in Cerro Gordo 
County. 

In southeast Iowa, a first winter THAYER’S GULL was below 
Lock & Dam #19 at Keokuk on the 16th, but the MUTE and 
TUNDRA SWANS which had been at that location several weeks, 
were not seen. Above the dam, on the 17th, a first winter 
GLAUCOUS GULL was seen standing on ice by scoping from Rand 
Park, which is on the bluff. EURASIAN TREE SPARROWS are 
still north of Burlington, the last report was of one aft the 
16th. To look for these birds, exit hiway 99 one mile nogth 
of town, and go east on Tama Road for 3.2 miles where the 
best place is the feeder at the Stratton residence. However, 
they have been found all along the road a half mile either 
side of the Stratton’s. Iowa City’s winter resident swans, 
two TRUMPETER SWANS, and the TUNDRA SWAN were present all 
last week on the Iowa River at various locations. The last 
observation was on the 17th when all three were together 

near Crandic Park along Rocky Shore Drive in Iowa City. Also 
in Johnson County, the NORTHERN SAW WHET OWL was still 
present in cedars along the north side of Johnson County 

Road F-20 about 0.7 miles west of the Hawkeye Wildlife Area 
headquarters on the 16th. 

In central Iowa, a NORTHERN SAW WHET OWL was at the Ledges 
State Park in Boone County near the nature trail in the Lost 
Lake area on the 17th. And the RED SHOULDERED HAWK continues 
in Hardin County with the latest sighting on the 15th where 
a wooded creek crosses Hardin County Road D-65 about three 
and a half miles west of Union. 

In Wayne County, there were no reported sightings of the 
SNOWY OWL near Clio this past week. One party searched for 
the bird on the 13th without success. 

Jim Fuller (319)338-3561 
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