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Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 for 5/6/91 
The week’s highlight is a TRICOLORED HERON, which was seen 
the afternoon of May 4th, at the IPL settling ponds south of 
Council Bluffs, but was not relocated. This would be a 
second state record. New arrivals reported in the past few 
days include BOBOLINK, BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO, DICKCISSEL, 

SWAINSON’S, GREY CHEEKED, and WOOD THRUSHES, SCARLET 

TANAGER, INDIGO BUNTING, CLAY-COLORED SPARROW, EASTERN WOOD 

PEEWEE, and several new warbler and vireo species. 

The hot spots continue to be in the extreme southeast part 
of the state. Try this tour, with all of the birds mentioned 
being seen over the weeekend of the 4th and 5th. In Lee 
County, from the stop sign in the village of Argyle, go west 
on gravel 2 miles to a Y, where you take the right fork. In 
0.3-4 mile you will find a junkyard on both sides of the 
road where up to 3 BEWICK’S WRENS have been found. Another 
quarter mile along the road is a good spot for WHITE-EYED 
VIREO and BLUE-WINGED WARBLER. A total of 1.3 miles from the 
Y, park in a small parking lot on the right, which is just 
before a small bridge. In that area, look and listen for 
HOODED, KENTUCKY, and NORTHERN PARULA WARBLERS, YELLOW 

BREASTED CHAT, and CAROLINA WREN. Follow the trail into the 
woods, and listen for WORM EATING WARBLER up the second 
ravine on the right. Also deeper into the woods are 
BLUE-WINGED and CERULEAN WARBLERS, LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH, 

and SCARLET TANAGER, as well as a BREWSTER’S hybrid WARBLER, 
seen on both the 2nd and 4th. Follow the road to Croton, and 
on the way near the Turkey Run Des Moines River access, 100k 
for ORCHARD ORIOLE and CLAY-COLORED SPARROW, present on the 
4th, and 20 AMERICAN AVOCETS were seen flying over the 
river. Continue on to Farmington, then take hiway 2 and 
then hiway 1 to Lacey Keosauqua State Park. At the Ely Ford 
and stone bridge area there, look for YE11OW-THROATED, 
NORTHERN PARULA, CERULEAN, and KENTUCKY WARBLERS, LOUISIANA 

WATERTHRUSH, and CAROLINA WREN. If you exit the park through 
the gravelled south entrance and keep making right turns, 
you will encounter more grassland type habitat, where there 
have been ORCHARD ORIOLE, UPLAND SANDPIPER, GRASSHOPPER and 

CLAY-COLORED SPARROWS, and NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD. Elsewhere 

in the southeast, a YELLOW CROWNED NIGHT HERON and several 
PROTHONOTARY WARBLERS were at Sullivan’s Slough south of 
Burlington on the irst. In Henry County, 2 CERULEAN WARBLERS 
were at the stone bridge in Geode State Park on the 5th. In 
Johnson County, 6 YELLOW HEADED BLACKBIRDS have returned to 
Swan Lake, a HARRIS SPARROW was south of Williams Prarie, 
and Tom Kent had a CAPE MAY WARBLER in his Iowa City yard, 
all on the 4th. At Oakland Cemetery in Iowa City, 11 warbler 
species were seen, including GOLDEN WINGED, and YELLOW 
BREASTED CHAT 1 3C ET .TANAGER and RED BREASTED _ 
NUTHATCH On €h Sen/ (PLASTER SURO FUME til 

In the northwest, in Kossuth County, 11 warbler species, 
plus 2 EASTERN WOOD PEEWEES were present along the Des 
Moines River near Algona on the 4th. This group included



CHESTNUT SIDED, MAGNOLIA, NORTHERN PARULA, BLUE and GOLDEN 
WINGED, and early MOURNING WARBLERS. 

In the central part of the state, a CINNAMON TEAL was found 
at Little Wall Lake in Hamilton County on the irst. It was 
in cattails near the southwest boat launch off hiway 69. In 
Story County, at the various Colo Ponds, there were 35 
WILLETS, 2 HUDSONIAN GODWITS, 3 WILSON’S PHALAROPES, and 3 

UPLAND SANDPIPERS on the irst, and a DUNLIN on the 4th. The 
area where the Iowa River has flooded farm fields along 
hiway 14 just north of Marshalltown has been good for 
shorebirds lately, and on the 2nd there was a GODWIT (Sp) 
and an EARED GREBE there. In woods near Liscomb in Marshall 
County, 11 warbler species, including GOLDEN-WINGED were 
seen on the 4th. In Guthrie County, 5 GREAT TAILED GRACKLES 
were at Long’s Pond, which is located 2 and a half miles 
south and a half mile east of Jamaica. 

In northeast Iowa, in Linn County, at Squaw Creek County 
Park northeast of Cedar Rapids, 14 warbler species, 
including BLACKBURNIAN, NORTHERN PARULA, and BLACK THROATED 

GREEN were spotted on the 4th, and 2 LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSHES 
were at Matsell Bridge County Park on the irst. 

In the north central, in Cerro Gordo County, the YELLOW RAIL 
at White Marsh near Rock Falls was not seen again this week, 
but at Zirbel’s Slough there were AMERICAN BITTERN and BLACK 
CROWNED NIGHT HERON, and at Nilard’s Marsh, SORA and 
VIRGINIA RAILS on the 4th. Jim Fuller (319)338-3561
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