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To: BIRDCNTRE@ARIZVM1.BITNET at INTERNET, JFULLER

Subject: IOWA BIRDLINE:12/9/91

------------------------------- Message Contents ----------—- - - —— -
Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 for 12/9/91
After a complete absence of CROSSBILL reports this year, we
had two reports in the same day, both single WHITE WINGS,
and-both-femates, coming to feeders in opposite corners of
the state.

In the southwest, a female WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL has been
at the feeder of Donna Rourick, 1700 Bryn Mawr in Atlantic
since Decmeber lrst. For updates, you can call Donna at
(712)243-4687.

In the northeast, at Marion on the 8th, another female WHITE
WINGED- CROSSBILL was at the feeder of John Howe, 1490
Douglas Court, and whose phone number is (319)377-2235.

In the southeast, in Lee County, a first year GREAT
BLACK-BACKED GULL was seen at the boat launch area on the
Mississippi River at Montrose on the 7th. A GLAUCOUS GULL
was with a small group of HERRING GULLS in Iowa City on a
pond just south of hiway 6, and just east of the Iowa River
on the 5th. EURASIAN TREE SPARROWS were still present north
of Burlington on the 7th, and you can call Chuck Fuller for
more information at (319)753-0710.

In the south-central at the Red Rock Reservoir in Marion
County, the highlights of the IOU field trip on the 7th
included an adult MUTE SWAN just above the dam, a first
winter THAYER’S GULL, plus single FRANKLIN’S and BONAPARTE'’S
GULLS below the dam, an OLDSQUAW off Whitebreast Point, and
SNOW BUNTINGS at the old Whitebreast beach.

In the central, at Des Moines, the first year THAYER’S GULL,
first discovered on November 30th at Gray’s Lake just off
Fluer Drive, was still present at least through December
6th. A NORTHERN SHRIKE was spotted just north of Albion in
Marshall County on the 4th, and the RED SHOULDERED HAWK in
Hardin County was seen once again on the 6th where county
road D-65 crosses Honey Creek three and a half miles west of
Union.

In the north-central in Cerro Gordo County, an immature
GOLDEN EAGLE has been seen three times in the past several
weeks, and may be wintering in the Plymouth area. The latest
sighting was in a field a mile west and a mile and a
quarter south of Plymouth on the 5th. Birds seen along the
roadsides in Cerro Gordo County this past week were SNOW
BUNTINGS, LAPLAND LONGSPURS, HORNED LARKS, and COMMON
REDPOLLS. For more information on any of these birds, call
Kurt Nelson at (515)696-5600.

In the northwest, in Ida County on the 5th, SNOW BUNTING
flocks were observed a quarter mile north of Holstein and
flying over Moorhead Park near Ida Grove, a PEREGRINE FALCON
was just south of Battle Creek, and a GREAT BLUE HERON is
overwintering in the Crawford Creek area. For more



information on any of these sightings, call Ida County
naturalist, Pete Ernzen, at (712)364-3300.

Saturday, December 14th, marks the start of the Christmas
Bird Count period. Please let the Birdline know of

the results and highlights of your count.
Jim Fuller (319)338-3561






