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Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 for 6/8/92 
It appears there are still a few migrants in the state. The 
best birds of last week all continue to be seen; PRARIE 
WARBLER, HENSLOW’S SPARROW, and BEWICK’S WREN in the 
southeast, and GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE and SANDHILL CRANE in 
the central. 

In the southeast in Lee County, the PRARIE WARBLER was still 
singing on the east side of the largest open area on top of 
the hill at the Croton Unit of Shimek State Forest on the 
7th, and a HOODED WARBLER was in the woods nearby on the 
2nd. In Van Buren County at Lacey-Keosauqua State Park, a 
RED-SHOULDERED. HAWK was along the main road near the 
campground, the BEWICK’S WRENS were in the campground, and 
the HENSLOW’S SPARROWS were just south of the park. To look 
for the sparrows, exit the newly blacktopped south entrance 
road and go right at two intersections. Park in a small lot 
on the right side of the road, and the field with the 
sparrows is across the road. In Des Moines County, 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS have been seen regularly at the 
end of the Sullivan Slough Road south of Burlington. In 
Johnson County, during a breeding bird survey this past 
weekend, probable nesters of interest were PROTHONATARY 
WARBLER and NORTHERN PARULA at Lake MacBride, WILSON’S 
PHALAROPE and LEAST FLYCATCHER in the Sand Point area of the 
Coralville Reservoir, and HOODED MERGANSERS and 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRDS at Swan Lake. Other birds of note 
were BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER, WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER, 
FRANKLIN’S GULL, and BLACK TERN in the Sand Point area, and 
a male MOURNING WARBLER in the Hoosier Creek area. 

In the central in Tama County, good news from Otter Creek 
Marsh, where there are now four SANDHILL CRANES, including 
two half grown young. They have been seen in fields along 
the north side of the marsh, especially early in the 
morning. There were also two HOODED MERGANSERS at Otter 
Creek last week. At Union Grove State Park, five female 
HOODED MERGANSERS were on the public hunting pond southwest 
of the main lake on the 7th. In Wright County, four 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS, three FRANKLIN’S GULLS, a 
COMMON TERN, and seven CASPIAN TERNS were seen at Big Wall 
Lake on the 6th. GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES continue to be 
present at Lakin Slough in Guthrie County, with the latest 
observation on the 6th. Out-of-range WESTERN KINGBIRDS were 
reported in Carroll County three miles southwest of Glidden, 
and in Polk County just east of Des Moines along 70th 
Avenue at an intersection 0.1 miles north of hiway #163. 

In the northeast in Jackson County, 45 AMERICAN WHITE 
PELICANS were observed on a Mississippi River backwater area 
near Sabula on the 2nd. 

In the north-central in Cerro Gordo County, at Ventura Marsh 
50 WHITE PELICANS and a half dozen FORSTER’S TERNS which are 
probably nesters were seen on the 7th, FRANKLIN’S GULLS at



Clear Lake on the 5th, and a PROTHONATARY WARBLER along the 
south shore of Clear Lake on the 3rd. 

In the southwest in Taylor County, the BARN OWLS are still 
on the farm of Delbert Freemyer, six miles east and a mile 
south of Bedford. For more information, you can Call Delbert 
at (712)523-2680. Jim Fuller (319)338-3561
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