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Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 FOR 8/16/93 

Migrant warblers and vireos have started pushing back into 
the state. And Tom Johnson of Centerville has pointed out 
the importance of the water level at our large reservoirs on 
shorebirds. When the water level is dropping, shorebird 
habitat and shorebirds are present, but when rains raise the 
level, the habitat and the birds disappear. As evidence, 
there were ten shorebird species, inlcuding AMERICAN 
AVOCETS, at the Island View campground area of Lake Rathbun 
on the 1ith, but with a raising water level, no shorebirds 
were found on the 13th. 

The week’s best bird is a WESTERN GREBE in the northwest. In 
Dickinson County, a WESTERN GREBE was seen on Grover’s Lake, 
which is on the Minnesota-Iowa Border about six miles 
northwest of the town of Spirit Lake on the 15th. 

In the southeast in Johnson County, seven shorebird species 
and thirty WHITE PELICANS were found at the Coralville 
Reservoir northeast of Williams Prarie on the 15th, and a 
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH was in the Birdline’s yard north of 
Iowa City on the 13th. 
Jim Fuller (319)338-3561 
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