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Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 for 4/13/92 
From reports, it would appear that there are thousands of 
WHITE PELICANS in the state on about every body of water. 
The southwest part of the state provided the bulk of the 
reports this weekend, associated with the IOU prarie chicken 
field trip in Ringold County, and two eastern Iowa birders, 
Tom Kent’s and Francis Moore’s foray to that part of the 
state. 

At the Ringold Wildlife Area southeast of Mt. Ayr, GREATER 
PRARIE CHICKENS were seen on the 11th, but the only 
displaying bird was just over the state line in Missouri. 
For more information call Mel Moe of the DNR at work at 
(515)464-2220, or at home at (515)464-2692. A SHORT-EARED 
OWL was also present there. At Green Valley State Park north 
of Creston, a FORSTER’S TERN and BONAPARTE’S GULLS were 
sighted on the 11th, and a HORNED GREBE was there on the 
10th. On the 12th, eleven shorebird species were counted in 
Fremont County, including early AMERICAN AVOCET and 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPERS, DOWITCHER (Sp.), LESSER GOLDEN 
PLOVER, and hundreds of BAIRD’S SANDPIPERS at the Riverton 
Area near Riverton. An early DUNLIN was at Taylor’s Slough, 
and a MARBLED GODWIT was at Forney Lake. There were eight 
GREAT EGRETS and five BLACK~CROWNED NIGHT HERONS at 
Riverton, and thousands of SNOW and WHITE-FRONTED GEESE at 
Riverton, Forney, and the Hamburg borrow pit along I-29, 
where there was also a ROSS’ GOOSE. Early BANK SWALLOWS were 
at Lake Manawa, and several groups of SWAINSON’S HAWKS were 
seen, including 18 in a field near the intersection of I-29 
and hiway #2. BARN OWLS are nesting at the same location in 
Taylor County for the fourth consecutive year. However, we 
would hope that the birds will not be disturbed at this 
time, and we will give more information after the young have 
fledged. 

In the southeast in Johnson County, there were still SMITH’S 
and LAPLAND LONGSPURS at the Eden farm east of Hills on the 
10th. From the intersection of county roads F-62 and W-66 
two miles east of Hills, go another mile east, and a half 
mile south, and look in the field on the east side of the 
road in a grassy area which is a hundred yards or so out 
into the field. Sightings at Lake MacBride State Park on the 
10th included a sub adult GOLDEN EAGLE, BONAPARTE’S GULLS, 
OSPREY, and COOPER’S HAWK. A PEREGRINE FALCON was a 
flyover north of Iowa City on the 9th, and an early 
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER was seen at the Coralville Reservoir 
on the 12th. At Lacey-Keosauqua State Park in Van Buren 
County on the 11th, YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER, NORTHERN 
PARULA, LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH, BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER, and 
BROAD-WINGED HAWK were observed. 

In the south-central, a NORTHERN GOSHAWK was seen in Madison 
County on the 8th, 50-100 WHITE PELICANS were on a pond in 
Marion County a mile north of the Red Rock dam, and an early 
DUNLIN was at the Runnells Wildlife Area on the 11th.



In the northeast, two singing CAROLINA WRENS were at Effigy 
Mounds National Monument in Allamakee County on the 8th, and 
a COMMON LOON and OSPREY were at Pleasant Creek State Park 
in Linn County on the 11th. 

In the northwest, a NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD was at Crawford 
Creek Recreation Area in Ida County on the 7th. 

In the north-central, in Cerro Gordo County on the 12th, 
FORSTER’S TERNS, BONAPARTE’S GULLS, and an OSPREY were at 
Clear Lake, and the ROSS’ GOOSE was still with SNOW GEESE on 
the west side of I-35 near mile marker #179. 

Jim Fuller (319)338-3561
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