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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

'Nhat species? ﬂr jz -LJvaéec( S_¢>f:r How many? 4
- Location? Bz ss 2y £ L H of ¥ Wiaden Lee Lo, [
Type of habitat? (Jpe. river
When? date(s): 25 Qc” [T/ time: //Z o /7 % Am

] ’J‘I _:_ oo
Who?your name and address: / Moka4s ™. KenT, 210 Kriherds

others with you: frice FMowlow | [fikee Mufier

others before or after you:

Describe the bird{s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of.a1] parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Similar species and how eliminated:
5‘/;1 WAk by ,f”swizc , black eolor #linn o Tos & Nrse pecees
7 '
(=

¢

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?_ %«

If yes, expiain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
(C:V{":"“i‘-—; {'.4:"‘,_4& FZi i J éfi":‘—,.- LG, /-',"L'u._.__ Cermr: il 245 & Yz —efa (‘-—f/"

e / 4 &
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Previous experience with species and similar ones: $zw. 2 Prwn o lowa e/ - A
[ 72 A

References and persons consulted before writing description: i-

How long before field notes made?__ /- aiie this form completed? o s

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



. Location? Coralville Res. Dam. west overlook, Johnson Co.

UdeiiBiviems b dNy TURPE 10T EALTGUIM IR Y WilTl S hpilbdiliee A1 &Y

What species? Tnaver's Gull Fow many? 2

Type of habitat? Reservoir. just above dam. in water and or swimmina beach

When? date(s): 7 Nov 1981, ? 8 Nov 1981 time: 9:25 to ©:50 AM. also 11:00-11:20 and
7:30-8:30 on 8 Nov
Who?your name and address:Thomas H. Kent. 211 Richards St.. Towz City IA 52240

others with you: Car] Bendorf late AM on 7 Nov, Mike Newion. m. obs on & Nov

others before or after you: none that I know of

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Inciude size, shape, detzils
of a1l parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
"Among 230 Ring-billed Gulls were two larger brown gulls ard one adult Herring Gull.
The brown gulls were distinctly larger than the ring-bills and slightly smaller than
the Herring Gull (in the same fie]d?. Bill thinner than Her-inc's, straight anc 211 black.
There was an indistinctdarker patch behind the eye. Feathers extended further over the
upper than the lower mandible. The birds were overall Tight, rether uniform brown exceot
for darker but not black wing tips. There was light white edcing tc the wing coverts
giving a patterned appearance. The proximal primaries were lighter from below (window
effect) in flight (seen once). The tail had a broad brown danc over the distal % of
the tail and Tighter brown rump. The flanks appeared s1ianzly barred. The legs and
feet were pink. The wings from above were relatively uniform brown but darker &t the
. tips." These notes were made toward the end of the first o-servation period with out

7 consulting any references and I was alone. They were expancad to meke sentences but not

otherwise altered. Most of these findivjwere confirmed by Carl Bendorf later on 7 Nov.
We also noted white edging to the tertials and possibly slight edging on the primaries.
The next morning there were three browngulls on the beach. The bi11 and head shape
again seemed to be that of Thayer's Gull (uniform thin black bill with only slightest
suggestion of gonygeal buldge and staight forehead with roundec small head). The
overall lightness of the bird was not as evident as describec the day before and

views in flight were not as good. Later on the morning of & Nov there were about

five first year Herring Gulls which were seen at a distance on water and close up
flying over the top of the dam. Their tail bands and wing tips were black-brown and
more contrasting with the rest of the wing and tail. On 10 Nov at & AM there were
about five first year Herrings and two adults. The immatures were quite dark brown anc
had large bills with thick buldging and sharp curve at the end of the upper mandible.
Similar species and how eliminated: Photographs taken at the first encounter with

a Celestron 750 mm lens demonstrate the size difference, the bill and head shape
difference, the lighter overall color, and the window in the wing. An adult Herring
: ? : ; TS . :
V310, Ehe gngto with the Thavercs on.ToNev.og: 'WRHETFIRzcvERe grotosmanies r © 1o
Mikﬁ Newlon was_unsure on Sunday and I couldn't tell if others had confirmed the findings.
f yes, explaint wy doubts were raised on Sunday (8 Nov) althouch the head and bill

indi 3 bij ] jym mv.initial findings.
Findingwepe,the same, But, there werg., 3 blrds JhenBR}REA O ENE oS ORE MR 1 AAIET TInCInSE

ured,,

Sunny, early AM 1ight with sun at about right angle to ricrt.
50-300 yards (est).

gx binocuiars, 20x scope, 15x lens on camera.

Previous experience with species and similar ones:

Seen once in western lowa in Marcn 19E1.

Refe-ences anc persons consulted befcre writing descripticn:
none until later

How long before field notes made?_immediately this for~ comoleted? 24 spg 5 doug

MLIL TO: T. E. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IZ 322-0



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

¥ LA - ] ' Fed [l
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s m "L b /. ;
others with you: /<« Mecsl o y o G Stened

ry . [ iR N !
others before or after you: Rick [fell!s (Yo

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). A]so mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?_/c<

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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References and persons consulted before writing description: jewe

How long before field notes made? ' Vo ones  this form completed?  <len~.

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



