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Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 for 11/28/94 

Birds Mentioned: 
COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL 

Red Phalarope 
Red-throated Loon 
Clark’s Grebe 
Western Grebe 

Red-necked Grebe 

Prairie Falcon 
White-winged Scoter 
Surf Scoter 

Oldsquaw 
Snowy Owl 
Northern Goshawk 

Horned Grebe 

LITTLE GULL 
Northern Shrike 
Long-eared Owl 
Mute Swan 

Osprey 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Northern Harrier 
Eared Grebe 

Peregrine Falcon 
Golden Eagle 
Tundra Swan 

Short-eared Owl 

Trumpeter Swan 
Dowitcher (Sp.) 

The week’s highlights were numerous and include COMMON 
BLACK-HEADED GULL, RED PHALAROPE, RED-THROATED LOON, 

CLARK’S, WESTERN, and RED-NECKED GREBES, PRAIRIE FALCON, 

WHITE-WINGED and SURF SCOTERS, OLDSQUAW, and SNOWY OWL. 

In the northwest in Calhoun County, a CLARK’S GREBE was 
discovered on the morning of the 25th at South Twin Lake on 
the ice south of the only remaining open water, but it could 
not be relocated later in the day. A male WHITE-WINGED 
SCOTER was on the open water, and a PRAIRIE FALCON was also 
observed at South Twin Lake on the 25th. 
In Dickinson County, a RED PHALAROPE and three OLDSQUAWS 
were seen on Big Spirit Lake on the 25th. Fou-mere 
Se. ee oe In Sac 
County, a NORTH GOSHAWK was spotted along county road 
M-68 north of the town of Lake View, and just south of 
Tomahawk Marsh. 

The water areas in southwest Iowa provided a large number of 
unusual waterfowl sightings. In Pottawattamie County, a 
RED-THROATED LOON, an OLDSQUAW, and a HORNED GREBE were at 

Lake Manawa State Park on the 27th, but the RED-NECKED GREBE 
reported from there on the 25th had evidently moved on. 
Single OLDSQUAWS were also at the Midwest Power Company’s



north settling pond, and in Taylor County at Windmill Lake, 
north and east of New Market, on the 26th. Adult male 
WHITE-WINGED SCOTERS were at Carter Lake, and in Harrison 
County at DeSoto NWR on the 27th. In Cass County, there were 
5 SURF SCOTERS and two WHITE-WINGED SCOTERS at Lake Anita 

State Park on the 26th. A PRAIRIE FALCON was seen on the 
25th along hiway 71 one hundred yards north of the 
Page-Montgomery County line. 

In the central in Polk County, the COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL 
was last reported from Big Creek State Park on the 23rd, and 
the LITTLE GULL at the same location hasn’t been reported 
since the 20th. At the Saylorville Reservoir, a NORTHERN 
SHRIKE was seen three consecutive days through the 27th at 
the gate to the Cottonwood Campground, and a WESTERN GREBE 
was just above the dam on the 26th. At the end of 100th 
Street, five LONG-EARED OWLS were found in cedar trees north 
of the parking lot at Big Creek Lake on the 26th, and a 
non-tagged MUTE SWAN was still at Easter Lake on the south 
side of Des Moines on the 27th. In Madison County, a SNOWY 
OWL was seen sitting on a fence post in section 32 of Scott 
Township on the 23rd, but was not found thereafter. This 
location is reached by going south on county road P-71 six , “ia 
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parse t HheAs horthéast ‘in Linn County, WESTERN and EARED GREBES, 
and two OLDSQUAWS were at Pleasant Creek Recreation Area 

north of Palo on the 27th, and in downtown Cedar Rapids, a 
PEREGRINE FALCON was observed on the IE and Cedar Towers 
Buildings on the 26th. In Delaware County, an adult NORTHERN 
GOSHAWK was spotted at Backbone State Park on the 25th. In 
Allamakee County, two GOLDEN EAGLES were seen on the 27th 
over the Upper Iowa River bluffs along county road A-26, 5.2 
miles southwest of hiway 26, and several hundred TUNDRA 
SWANS were still on the Mississippi River about two miles 
above Lock & Dam #9, north of Harpers Ferry on the 27th. 
Even larger concentrations of swans have been near Weaver, 
Minnesota, and Alma, Wisconsin. 

In the southeast in Johnson County, SHOR' D.OWL was 
seen at dusk on the 25th and 26th 66 6 Zeer eheoe ties from 
hiway 218 on county road F-46, then north a quarter mile on 
James Avenue, and then east a quarter mile on Neuzil Avene, 
which is passable only in dry weather. On the 23rd, two 
TRUMPETER SWANS with blue neck tags were on the Coralville 
Reservoir near the Sugar Bottom Recreation Area, and two 
record late DOWITCHERS (SB) were at Swan Lake. 

Fall field reports for Iowa Bird Life are due by December 
5th to fall field editor, Tom Kent at 211 Richards, Iowa 
City, Iowa, 52246. 

Jim Fuller (319)338-3561
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