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Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 for 11/21/94 

Birds Mentioned: 
LITTLE GULL 
COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL 
Bonaparte’s Gull 
Western Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Tundra Swan 
Trumpeter Swan 
Canvasback 
Lesser Scaup 
Golden Eagle 

It would appear that the Patagonia rest stop phenomenon is 
at work at Big Creek State Park, as a LITTLE GULL there 
attracted considerable attention from birders, and as a 
result, a COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL was found. 

In the central in Polk County, the LITTLE GULL discovered by 
Steve Dinsmore at Big Creek State Park north of Des Moines 
on the 14th, was still being seen on the 20th. In addition, 
a COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL was found at Big Creek on the 
19th. Both these birds are winter-plumaged adults, 
associating with BONAPARTE’S GULLS. The LITTLE GULL is 
smaller than BONAPARTE’S with obvious dark underwings in 
flight, while the BLACK-HEADED is larger than BONAPARTE’S 
with a red bill. The birds have been most often seen from 
the swim beach area on the east side of the lake, and from 
the boat ramps reached from hiway 415 on the west side of 
the lake, although the LITTLE GULL was seen the length of 
the lake at least sometime during the week. 

In the northeast in Linn County, a WESTERN GREBE and several 
HORNED GREBES were at Pleasant Creek Recreation Area north 
of Palo on the 20th. In Allamakee County on the 20th, 
between 500-1000 TUNDRA SWANS had gathered at their staging 
area on the Mississippi River about two miles above Lock 
& Dam #9, north of Harpers Ferry. There were also two 
neck-tagged TRUMPETER SWANS. There were reportedly 
200,000 waterfowl, mostly CANVASBACKS and LESSER SCAUP, on 

Pool #9 last week, as well as 9,000 TUNDRA SWANS between 
Pool #4 in Minnesota, and Pool #13 at Clinton. A GOLDEN 
EAGLE was observed at Yellow River State Forest on the 20th. 
Jim Fuller (319)339-3561
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