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IOWA RBA (319)338-9881 for 7/7/97

BirdsMentioned:

King Rail

Little Blue Heron
American Avocet
Worm-eating Warbler
Mississippi Kite
Least Bittern

Common Moorhen

Blue Grosbeak

Least Tern

Piping Plover
Western Kingbird
Least Sandpiper
Baird’s Sandpiper
Cerulean Warbler
Kentucky Warbler
Blue-winged Warbler
Louisiana Waterthrush
Northern Parula
Acadian Flycatcher
Yellow-breasted Chat
White-throated Sparrow

To-skip-the recording and leave a message, just press the star at-any time. The
week’s highlights include KING RAIL and LITTLE BLUE HERON in the southwest,
AMERICAN AVOCET In the northeast, WORM-EATING WARBLER in the southeast,
and MISSISSIPPI KITE in the central.

In the southwest in Fremont County, both a KING RAIL and LITTLE BLUE HERONS
have been seen all week by numerous observers east of Nebraska City, the latest on
the 6th. From hiway 2 go north on county road L-31 and then take the first gravel
road west, where up to seven LITTLE BLUE HERONS have been on the south side of
the road. Continue west to county road L-30 which is gravel, and turn south to
where there is water over the road. The KING RAIL, as well as a LEAST BITTERN
have been at this location on the west side of the road. At Forney Lake on the 6th,
another LEAST BITTERN and two COMMON MOORHENS were found. BLUE
GROSBEAKS were spotted at several locations, including the road to Secret Lake,
and near Sheldon Basin. In Pottawattamie County at the Mid American Energy Co.
settling pond south of Council Bluffs, LEAST TERNS and PIPING PLOVER were at the
north pond, while a WESTERN KINGBIRD and returning shorebirds LEAST and
BAIRD’S SANDPIPERS were at the south pond on the 6th.

In the northeast in Linn County, an AMERICAN AVOCET was on an island at the south
pond at Cedar Lake in Cedar Rapids on the 6th.

In the southeast in Lee County, birds seen at the Croton unit of Shimek State Forest
on the 6th included WORM-EATING, CERULEAN, KENTUCKY, and BLUE-WINGED
WARBLERS, LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH, NORTHERN PARULA, and ACADIAN



FLYCATCHER. The WORM-EATING WARBLER was feeding a cowbird along the main
stream a hundred yards past the crossover, and on the 3rd itwas seen just in from
the parking lot up the first ravine to the right. A YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT was
still singing on the 3rd on the hillside south of Old Quarry Road, 3.75 miles
upriver from the south end of the Skunk River bridge at Augusta.

In the central, MISSISSIPPI KITES have been reported from four locations the past
two weeks: in Warren County at Lake Ahquabi State Park, in Polk County at
Greenwood Park in Des Moines, in Dallas County at the Voas Nature Area west of
Minburn, and in Boone County at the lower area of the Ledges State Park. In West
Des Moines, a WHITE-THROATED SPARROW must think it is in the north woods, as
it has been singing in Pam and Reid Allen’s backyard since June 20.

Jim Fuller (319)338-3561
james-fuller@uiowa.edu
ioufuller@aol.com
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