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IOWA RBA: (319)338-9881 for 10/27/97 

Birds Mentioned: 

Pine Siskin 

Purple Finch 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE 

Surf Scoter 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Red Crossbill 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

Short-eared Owl 

To skip the recording and leave a message, just press the star at any time. After 

being absent from the state for virtually a year, PINE SISKINS are being widely 

reported the past two weeks. Other northern visitors that are here in good 

numbers now include PURPLE FINCHES and RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES. The 

week’s highlights are the continuation of the EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE in the 

central, and SURF SCOTER, RED CROSSBILL, and LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL in 

the southeast. 

In the central in Poweshiek County, at least one EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE was 

still being seen at Grinnell on the 20th. To look for these birds, from hiway 146 at 

the north edge of Grinnell, go east on 16th Street until you see the country club 

golf course on the south side of the road, and then listen and look for the next 
quarter mile. We have had a belated report of a WHITE-WINGED DOVE seen for 

three days in September at a feeder in Fort Dodge. 

In the southeast in Des Moines County, two immature SURF SCOTERS were found on 

the 24th above Lock & Dam #18 of the Mississippi River. This area is north of 

Burlington, and is accessible only from the Illinois side of the river. On the 20th a 

RED CROSSBILL was seen with PINE SISKINS in hemlock trees at Aspen Grove 

Cemetery in Burlington. In Johnson County, the second year LESSER BLACK- 

BACKED GULL, first discovered on the 8th, was still present early morning and 

late afternoon on the 23rd at the beach of the West Overlook Area, just above the 

Coralville Reservoir Dam. At Swan Lake, six species of shorebirds were still 

present, including LONG-BILLED DOWITCHERS, on the 23rd. 

In the northwest, Dennis Henrickson reported seeing a SHORT-EARED OWL in a 

partially picked corn field on his farm in Emmet County on the 22nd. 

Jim Fuller (319)338-3561 

james-fuller@uiowa.edu 

ioufuller@aol.com
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