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IOWA RBA (319)338-9881 for 7/14/97 

Birds Mentioned: 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 

Mississippi Kite 

Hooded Warbler 

King Rail 

Little Blue Heron 

Snowy Egret 

Barn Owl 

Common Black-headed Gull 

Sabine’s Gull 

Western Grebe 

Cattle Egret 

Least Bittern 

Great-tailed Grackle 

Chuck-wills Widow 

Blue Grosbeak 

Common Moorhen 

Western Kingbird 

Least Tern 

Piping Plover 

Virginia Rail 

Swainson’s Hawk 

To skip the recording and leave a message, just press the star at any time. The / 

week’s report begins on a sad note, as Pete Petersen of Davenport passed away on 

July 12th, Pete made numerous and continuous contributions to birding and the 

lowa’ Ornithologist’s Union over his‘ lifetime. Memorial services willbe held at 

M, Tuesday, July 15 at St. John’s Methodist Church, 14th Brady Streets in 

Davenport. 

Birding this past week has not seen the typical mid-summer doldrums, as a 

number of good birds are present in the state, and in addition, shorebirds have 

begun their return. Highlights include SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER, 

MISSISSIPPI KITE, and HOODED WARBLER in the central, KING RAIL, LITTLE BLUE 

HERON, SNOWY EGRET, LEAST TERN, PIPING PLOVER, and BARN OWL in the 

southwest, COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL and SABINE’S GULL in the northwest, 

and LEAST TERN and PIPING PLOVER in the southeast. 

In the central in Boone County, Sharon Laub, who lives east of Rippey, reported a 

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER on the back fenceline at her farm on the evening of 

the 12th. For further information, you can reach Sharon at (515)436-7792. At 

the lower area of the Ledges State Park, a nest of MISSISSIPPI KITES has been 

found near the top left side of a tall cottowood tree. This tree is behind the picnic 

shelter and to the left of a hiking trail that goes up the hill. In Warren County, the 

HOODED WARBLER was still singing on the 10th along the trail that runs along the 

west side of Lake Ahquabi near the intersection with a trail that goes to Camp 

Wesley Woods.



In the southwest in Fremont County, the number of good bird sightings east of 

Nebraska City continues to grow. From hiway 2, go north on County Road L-31, 

and then take the first gravel road to the west. On the 13th, there were LITTLE 

BLUE HERONS and two SNOWY EGRETS on the south side of this road. Continue west 

to aT intersection and then go south to where there has been water recently over 

the road. This is about a quarter mile south of a house on the west side with silos on 

the east side of the road. Listen for the loud clucking of the KING RAIL here, usually 

on the west side of the road. In addition to the rail, on the 13th there were LITTLE 

BLUE HERON, SNOWY EGRET, CATTLE EGRETS, LEAST BITTERNS, and numerous 

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES in this area. CHUCK-WILLS WIDOWS were still singing 

at dusk on the 10th at their traditional loess hills location. From hiway 2 take 

County Road L-44 north a little ver a 1 mile and a half, and then go east on the first 

gravel road, where the birds are most easily heard after about a quarter mile. 

There are also numerous BLUE GROSBEAKS in the Missouri River bottomland in 

Fremont County, and they are especially easy to find along County Road L-31 

between Bartlett and the road to Forney Lake. At Forney Lake itself, LEAST 

BITTERNS and COMMON MOORHENS were found on the 10th. In Taylor County, 

BARN OWLS are still nesting in the barn of Zelbert Freemyer, six miles east and a 

mile south of Bedford. In Pottawattamie County, a WESTERN KINGBIRD, two LEAST 

TERNS and two PIPING PLOVERS were seen at the MidAmerican Energy Co’s south 

settling pond south of Council Bluffs on the 10th. 

In the northwest in Dickinson County, a COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL and a first 

year SABINE’S GULL were seen on the 8th at the Kettelson Waterfowl Production 

Area, which is found by taking hiway 276 north from Spirit Lake, and where it 
skirts Big Spirit Lake along its west edge, turn west on 125th Street, and look for 

the pond on the south side of the road. In Worth County on the 8th, three WESTERN 

GREBES were on Silver Lake and VIRGINIA RAILS were in the marsh north of 500th 

Street, which runs along the north side of Silver Lake. 

In the southeast in Des Moines County, two PIPING PLOVERS and two LEAST TERNS 

were seen from the Casey-Barrow Access to the Mississippi River about ten miles 

north of Burlington on the 13th. 

In the northeast in Black Hawk County , a SWAINSON’S HAWK was spotted from the 

Canfield Boat Ramp area at George Wyth State Park on the 11th. 

Jim Fuller (319)338-3561 

james-fuller@uiowa.edu 

ioufuller@aol.com



ION YPSL@Aar cour 

ES HUGS {MIGL@Moma oan 

\ CSNS]G HOIL HI Gieow Bf CGGLE6 MATR 2LSLe@ (pT ye > hs fst | tv 

UOLip Of BMypuasoL Ov giie J Qs: 

MGLS SEG {LOW PS CI€GA-BsilLom yoCGes 10 fps ycereaibly piast apory feu wsjce 

we ae — © Dee noK8R a MO bIbIVIC bl OAEK2 SUQ Smo FEVAL itt 

OGEBE? *AGLE OU YAS rae suq neni bvire mas w ie aay ay anos 
37 tri Ipn CHE tis tet AAT wa 

ELS 266U OU TSE QIN SF CUE KELLEROU MSLEILOMm LLogncoN 
is cps vowspmeet W DicKweou ConusA’ s COWWOK Br ¥CK-HEWDED Cryry suq 3 yar 

eefrjiuG boug 2onsp Of CoMucy BIE OU CHE | OAL 
LEBV2 SUq fMO bIbIAC DTOAEK? “ie @eeu Sf fue Wiqyiwsucs CUSLOA CO.2 2onry 

WHS SOME Of BSGLOLG’ JU Horssmsspsins COMUAA’ S MEALEWM KIACRIND 6*O PEyeL 
BVEW OAM?) SLO ary Uses us fpe pai OL ASIPSLE LLESIWASL AIK Higee Geel sud s 

BLLLEKV2 SUG COWWOM WOOKHEN2 Mee Lau ou fpe sORUPY | aaj. Corny? 
DSEMSEL BSCSLL SUG Cue LOSG (Oo LCLuGA i 
hASUIOUL COMULA’ SUC ipeA So Gober 

LPS Sie Beo urlwerote PO, CHORE 7 

QSAG] LOS) MELE FG page oie WuOpL eaft i 

CONEA KOT Fat HOUL 3 Ee CACY 9 ute it 
of Qfi2k Ou +po J: SV SE FPS PAGO) i ‘5 

Ou ‘(8 meee euye en Lovgy jR BQQWe. ge Pee ay OU Gi 3 i lps “ARE 

WS SS2) cite Gf sie LOST Pl2L6yy FOL LPO FOU CNC KW Of ove KG byl Wisk 

fp Lite 1 Spon, y dinsipes wis 20s OL SF UUs OU Lue Mae its F 

£93 MGCMGN SUQ Let Go aon 50 mi SiG jPEiS UES Poel Wars CSA CAE 

JAI? PHO LO QVOMA EGBELE Ob LH6 2atyy ene OL.) 

ang ‘peu {SKS [pe Mize GASAS} LOSQ [Oo pe se, OU CHE Lo: Teas 

Yspisers CA COUPLAGe £G QUOT FLOW tiMNoA SG Oli) ou PLA Sood fg 


