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IOWA RBA (319)338-9881 for 10/13/97 

Birds Mentioned: 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Sabine’s Gull 

Red Crossbill 

White-faced Ibis 

EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow 

LeConte’s Sparrow 

Rusty Blackbird 

Merlin 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

Stilt Sandpiper 

White-rumped Sandpiper 

Wilson’s Phalarope 

Short-eared owl 

American Bittern 

Peregrine Falcon 

The week’s highlights include LESSER BLACK-BACKED and SABINE’S GULLS, and 

RED CROSSBILL in the southeast, WHITE-FACED IBIS in the northwest, and the 

continuation of the EURASIAN COLLARED DOVES in the central. 

In the southeast in Johnson County, the second year LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 

which was first discovered on the 8th, was still present on the 12th at the beach of 

the West Overlook Area, which is just above the Coralville Reservoir Dam. On the 

9th, a juvenile SABINE’S GULL was found at the Hawkeye Wildlife Area along 

Greencastle Avenue north of the Swan Lake Road. Also in that general area, there 

were NELSON’S SHARP-TAILED and LECONTE’S SPARROWS, RUSTY BLACKBIRD, 

MERLIN, and at least ten species of shorebirds, including LONG-BILLED 
DOWITCHER, STILT and WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPERS, and WILSON’S PHALAROPE. 

Nearby, a SHORT-EARED OWL was seen flying east from the parking lot at the end 

of the Babcock Access Road on the 9th. At the Sugar Bottom Recreation Area, an 

AMERICAN BITTERN and LECONTE’S SPARROWS were seen along the inlet which is 

just north of the bathouse on the 10th. In Des Moines County, up to five RED 

CROSSBILLS have been seen consistently all week at Aspen Grove Cemetery in 

Burlington in the Peaceful Valley area in the tops of tall pines with large cones. 

In the northwest in Plymouth County, a WHITE-FACED IBIS was seen on the 8th at 

a farm pond which is a half mile west of the intersection of county road C-60 and 

Nature Avenue, and in Cherokee County, a PEREGRINE FALCON was a flyby over the 

Little Sioux River on the 7th. 

In the central in Poweshiek County, three EURASIAN COLLARED DOVES were still 

being seen on the 9th at Grinnell. To look for these birds, from hiway 146 at the 

north edge of Grinnell, go east on 16th Street until you see the country club golf 

course on the south side of the road, and then listen and look in the next quarter 

mile.
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