IOWA RBA: (319)338-9881 for 11/17/97

Birds Mentioned:
Common Redpoll
White-winged Crossbill
Surf Scoter

Oldsquaw

Red-breasted Nuthatch
Tundra Swan
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Red-shouldered Hawk
Trumpeter Swan

Great Egret

Northern Shrike

- Io-skip-the-recording.and-leave a message, just-press-the-star.at.any-time: The
number of northern visitors in the state increased again this past week with four
reports of COMMON REDPOLL, and three more reports of WHITE-WINGED
CROSSBILL. Along with SURF SCOTER and OLDSQUAW, these are the week’s top
birds.

In the northwest in Dickinson County, there were an amazing 120 WHITE-WINGED
CROSSBILLS in the cemetery along 140th Street one mile east of Lake Park on the
16th, which is up from the 35 seen there on the 11th. At that time there were also
15 COMMON REDPOLLS @nd at least a dozen RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES at that
location. At Big Spirit Lake, four immature TUNDRA SWANS were observed on the
16th, and an OLDSQUAWwas along the west side of the lake on the 11th. In.the west
part of Spencer, a male WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL was in Riverside Cemetery on
the 16th, and in Lyon County, a COMMON REDPOLL was visiting a feeder in the
town of George on the 13th.

In the southeast in Des Moines County, a female SURF SCOTER was still being seen
on the 12th on the Mississippi River just above Lock & Dam #18 north of
Burlington. This area is accessible only from the lllinois side of the river. In
Burlington, two WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS were in hemlock trees at Aspen
Grove Cemetery on the 15th, and a RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD was still
visiting a feeder there on the 11th. In Johnson County, an adult RED-SHOULDERED
HAWK was spotted at Lake MacBride State Park on the 13th, 0.2 miles north of the
intersection of the Cottage Reserve Road, and the road to the south boat ramp on the
north arm. At the Hawkeye Wildlife Area, the DNR reports that there were up to 8
TRUMPETER SWANS last week on the refuge area at Sand Point, which is closed to
any kind of traffic at the present time.

In the northeast in Clayton County, Larry Stone had two COMMON REDPOLLS at his
feeder southeast of Elkader on the 12th. In Linn County, eight adult TRUMPETER
SWANS and a late GREAT EGRET were at Pleasant Creek Recreation Area north of
Palo on the 11th.

In the central in Polk County, Pam and Reid Allen were the first to report a
COMMON REDPOLL this fall, which was in their West Des Moines yard on the 11th,



and in Madison County, the first NORTHERN SHRIKE report of the season came from
Eugene and Eloise Armstrong on the 10th, in their yard south of Booneville.

Jim Fuller (319)338-3561
james-fuller@uiowa.edu
ioufuller@aol.com
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