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IOWA RBA: 11/11/96 

BIRDS MENTIONED: 

Oldsquaw 

White-winged Scoter 

Western Grebe 

BROWN PELICAN 

Black Scoter 

Western Grebe 

Prairie Falcon 

Pacific Loon 

Eared Grebe 

Red Phalarope (Gone) 

Cattle Egret 

Baird’s Sandpiper 

Snow Bunting 
Tundra Swan 

The week’s best birds include OLDSQUAW, WHITE-WINGED SCOTER, and WESTERN 

GREBE in the northwest, and BROWN PELICAN, BLACK SCOTER, WESTERN GREBE, 

PRAIRIE FALCON, and PACIFIC LOON in the southeast. 

In the northwest in Dickinson County on the 10th at Big Spirit Lake, three 
OLDSQUAWS were on the west side out from Buffalo <, and an immature WHITE- 
WINGED SCOTER was on the south end off the city waterworks pumphouse. At East 

Okoboji Lake, two WESTERN GREBES were on the south end off the boat ramp 
opposite the KUM & Go store, another WESTERN GREBE was in Miller’s Bay, and an 

EARED GREBE was in Smith’s Bay. The RED PHALAROPE which had been on Big 

Spirit Lake has not been seen now since the 7th. 

In the southeast in Des Moines County at Lock & Dam #18 on the Mississippi 

River, the juvenile BROWN PELICAN was seen again below the dam on the 8th. In 

addition, a CATTLE EGRET was f arther downriver in the area of some grain 

elevators, and a male BLACK SCOTER and a WESTERN GREBE were just above the 

dam. This area is accessible only from the Illinois side of the river, and is reached 

by following signs from hiway 34 east of Burlington, or going west from Gladstone, 

Illinois. In Scott County, the PRAIRIE FALCON that has been roosting on the Mid 

American Energy Building in downtown Davenport, was last reported on the 3rd. It 

has been seen leaving the roost shortly after 6:30AM, and returning just before 

4PM. The roost is on a ledge in an alcove on the south side of the building just 

below the roof, and the building can be surveyed by looking north from the parking 

lot of the President Riverboat Casino to the tallest building about a block away. In 

Marion County at the Red Rock Reservoir on the 8th, the PACIFIC LOON was seen 

from the marina, and two WESTERN GREBES were off the cemetery at the end of 

Cemetery Road. In Appanoose County in the Rathbun Lake area, of the 56 species 

recorded on the 9th, there were ten sparrow species, four shorebird species, 

including BAIRD’S SANDPIPER, and six SNOW BUNTINGS at the end of the peninsula 

on the south side near the dam.



In the northeast in Allamakee County, there were several hundred TUNDRA SWANS 

in one of their traditional staging area locations on pool #9 of the Mississippi 

River above the lock and dam north of Harper’s Ferry on the 10th. They can also be 

seen in the Heytman’s Landing area, which is reached from county road X-52 south 

of Lansing about five miles. 

In the central in Polk County, a WESTERN GREBEwas at the Saylorville Reservoir 

on the Sth. 

llamakee County in northeast lowa is scheduled for Saturday, 

< Meet at the office in Harper’s Ferry at 10 AM, andvbring 

rget birds will UNDRA SWANS, waterfowl, and BALD And 
GLES. The leader is Mark Proescholdt (515)496- °5219,/ 
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