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IOWA RBA: (319)338-9881 for 12/8/97

Birds Mentioned:
Horned Lark

Lapland Longspur
Varied Thrush
EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE
White-winged Crossbill
Common Redpoll

Hoary Redpoll

Thayer’s Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull

Surf Scoter

Long-eared Owl
Northern Shrike

To skip the reeerding-and-leave-a-message, just press the starat-any-time. With the
snow cover, we have received reports of flocks of HORNED LARKS and LAPLAND
LONGSPURS along the roadsides in the northern two-thirds of the state. The top
birds this week are VARIED THRUSH, EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE, and WHITE-
WINGED CROSSBILL in the central, COMMON REDPOLL, HOARY REDPOLL,
THAYER'’S GULL, and SURF SCOTER in the southeast, and WHITE-WINGED
CROSSBILL in the northwest.

In the central in Story County, a VARIED THRUSH discovered at Ames on the 6th,
was still being seen there on the 7th. The bird was returning to a crabapple tree in
the yard at 3616 Ross Road. The tree can be watched from the street, so please stay
in your vehicle, To rpa thls location, take the 13th Street exit from I-35, and
proceed west, oatra Ilght at Highland, where you go south one block, and then
west on Ross Road forsix blocks to 3616. In Poweshiek County, at least two
EURASIAN COLLARED DOVES were still being seen at Grinnell on the 4th, in the
800-900 blocks of 16th Avenue, which is just west of the coubtry club golf
course. This area can be reached from hiway 146 at the north edge of Grinnell by
going east on 16th Avenue. In Hardin County, six WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS
were found in lowa Falls in conifers at the Rock Run Elementary School on the 5th.

In the southeast in Marion County, at the Red Rock Reservoir, a flock of 50-60
COMMON REDPOLLS seen on the 1rst and 7th reportedly contained a HOARY
REDPOLL. The location was in the area of the boat ramp at Elk Rock State Park,
which is just off hiway 14 south of the mile long bridge over the reservoir. Below
the Red Rock dam, a first year THAYER’S GULL was picked out among the hundreds
of RING-BILLED and HERRING GULLS on the 4th. In Des Moines County, two SURF
SCOTERS were still present above Lock & Dam #18 on the Mississippi River north
of Burlington on the 7th. This area is accessible only from the lllinois side of the
river. In Johnson County, three LONG-EARED OWLS were found at the Hawkeye
Wildlife Area on the S5th.

In the northwest in Ida County, three WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS were in Ida
Grove, and a NORTHERN SHRIKE was observed chasing kinglets at Morehead County



Park near Ida Grove, both on the 7th.

Jim Fuller (319)338-3651
james-fuller@uiowa.edu
ioufuller@aol.com
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