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IOWA RBA: (319)338-9881 for 4/28/97

Birds Mentioned:
Oldsquaw

Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon

Cinnamon Teal
Black-crowned Night Heron
Dunlin

Sandhill Crane

Eurasian Tree Sparrow
Yellow-throated Warbler
Northern Parula
American Bittern
Northern Mockingbird
Upland Sandpiper
Virginia Rail

Sora

Great-tailed Grackle
Horned Grebe

Willet

The north winds have lasted almost two weeks, but with the switch this past
weekend, things may begin to happen again in the spring migration. The week’s
best birds are OLDSQUAW and RED-THROATED LOON in the northeast, PACIFIC
LOON in the northwest, and CINNAMON TEAL in the southeast.

In the northeast in Linn County, a male OLDSQUAW was found at Pleasant Creek
Recreation Area north of Palo on the 26th, and the RED-THROATED LOON first
discovered there on the 13th, was still being seen at least through the 25th. In
Butler County, two BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS and eight shorebird species,
including DUNLIN were at Big Marsh on the 23rd. In Winneshiek County, five
SANDHILL CRANES were flyovers at Cardinal Marsh on the 24th.

In the northwest in Dickinson County, the PACIFIC LOON, first reported on the
13th was still being seen in North Bay at West Okoboji Lake through the 24th.

In the southeast in Des Moines County, a CINNAMON TEAL was being seen at least
through the 24th. Just north of Burlington, take Tama Road east off hiway 99, and
in less than a mile near the first bridge look in the flooded field to the right.
EURASIAN TREE SPARROWS are easy to find by taking the first left off Tama Road
and looking in the first 200 yards. In Louisa County, three SANDHILL CRANES were
seen at Cone Marsh on the 23rd. In Johnson County, YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER
and NORTHERN PARULA were singing last week at the entrance to the Cottage
Reserve Area at MacBride State Park. At the Hawkeye Wildlife Area, an AMERICAN
BITTERN was along the east side of Greencastle Avenue on the 25th, and a
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD was seen west of a parking lot along the west side of
James Avenue, a half mile north of the Swan Lake Road on the 27th. In lowa County,
at least two UPLAND SANDPIPERS have returned to their traditional nesting area
along SS Avenue south of hiway 6, about three m iles west of Homestead.




In the central in Tama County, at Otter Creek Marsh, SANDHILL CRANES were
observed almost daily last week, with the largest number reported as seven on the
25th. Also seen there on the 26th and 27th were AMERICAN BITTERN, BLACK-
CROWNED NIGHT HERON, VIRGINIA RAIL, SORA, GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE, and
HORNED GREBE. In Story County, three WILLETS were at Hendrickson Marsh on

the 27th, and along Squaw Creek in Ames, two BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS
were spotted on the 27th.
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