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Tue jsirds. ef Towa, 

It is true,tnat wiere ever man lives upon this earth,he has lis 

bird associates, They are a part of our normal enviroment,and being 

active during the day, 2g we-nrr, they attract attention by their move- 

ments, ,cOlovation,and song. liany wild creatures aré) conspicuous, — 

e 

due in sone cases to their snall size,and totieir retiring habits. 

This is also true with certain of the birds. it is possible for a p 

person to live is normai iive ina copiunity,and if not particularly _ 

interested,can ave various species near at hand,i'rom year to year,and 

not know it, -efore t.e coring of tre wiite nan to 0 is continent, tie 

Tndian's interest in birds was only as a source of Pood,and the Seatiers: 
a 

supernatural importance was piven to sone large birds,as we learn fron 

t.e legends of our native tribes, The early weite man's interest was 

mainly tat as a source of Vood, us tiie country was developed, and 

education Droug.t inventions tiat mace tre pioneers life easier, tiie 

leisure wiici caie gave opportunity for cultural advance, Today, tiie 

study of birds gives proiitanle erploynent to tiie leisure of an ever 

increasing, muiber of people. 

Dirds did not have tie protection hy law until the Legining of tle 

Aut 5 a of 
rl Dhodily covering,and ornanent. In tveir simple knowled:e at that ‘time, 
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ne 
present century. )rior to tiat tine,for sonet..ing, like sixty years,an 

enormous commereial traffic was carried on, |] any persons innted for the 

narket as a livelijood. Certain species,considered gane,could be found 

in the markets of our larger citics,at all seasons of the year, Finally 

he enornous draft on the wild species began to show its effect,in 

spite of the seeriingly unlimited numbers of certain birds that fornerly 

existed, Notavly anong tuese was the Massenger Pigeon,w..ose great flocks 

aid t.e sin,as tiey passed on tieir spring and autumn migrations, Sights 

like trat,are vivid in t.ie menory of our older folks, Today there is not 

a living example of tiis bird, During te narket cunting period, they
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were sold in tie markets for as low as five cents a dozen, Today a 

preserved speciiian is wort: (ror seventy-five to one hundred and 

fifty dollors, depending on SY toms tor ee, speeiman,. The 

Laborador Duck, never corman, was at tines found in the markets of 

New York City. Today there are not over tlree dozen specimans to he 

found anywhere,and these are nearly worth their weight in gold, 

Fornerly,smaller non-gane birds,were killed for their plunage, 

housands being used each year in the nillinery trade. Records from 

one shop in New York City show, that fron 350 tp 490 song, birds were 

purchased daily,from local lunters. Nducation and proper laws long 

ago put a ston to tliat practise. 
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fhe trapping of Live oirds,of certain species, fon’ caye=virdp was 

for a long time a profitable business, With the passage of laws, this 

also ceased, 

Fifty years ago,a very sirail inniber of people were interested 

in birds, »esides tose wio killed t..em for the table,and others who 

saw t..ecir value only in dollors and cents,as an article to sell, 

The progress made,up to the present day,in belave of the wild bird is 

vast,ani was not done wit..out great opposition of otler interests. 

Seientific investigations lave s).own us tueir value as destroyers 

of inseets and weed seeds, The larger lirds,tie lawks and owls,are 

natures c..eck on the undue increase of mice, gopiers,and otiier rodents. 

We know trem to be apsricultures greatest ally. We know tliem to be the 

guardian of the vegétable kingdom, 

whe Lite Of mm birdgwiiile ne goes aout it witli Vin and evident 

enjoynent,is a serious business, They are beset by nany dangers, eaci: 

species ..as its enemies,and deat. cones. often and in a lumdred dif 

ferent forms, The scene of nature ,in wich the birds balance per- 

fectly, seens to be nost cruel, but WERA a little thougit and figuring 
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we-find-eut tat it works out most perfectiyand could'nt be improved 
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“"ING ‘ g {f every Vird tat Leaves 2.8 nest would. ‘live its normal life,seen—. 
dks 7) oe 

tuere would he such_uurmhers,t..at room for other forms of wild life would 
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not exist. Vor exanple.- .. pair of birds raised ci;, t young last sumer, 

Aw tha. 
Together tiey migrated to tie south, If these ten birds returned next 

spring, and eacii pair were successiul in raising cight vonidailiies birds 

would leave for tiie souti: in tie Vall. In five or six years,the increase 

from the original pair would number in tite thousands, The fact is accepted 

among ornitiiolo,ists,t..at ti.e number of birds that return north in th 

spring,is equal,on the average,to the mimber that came norti: to breed the 

spring before. The natural increase’ is lost,tirougi aecident,desease, 

as food for other forms of wild life,and other reasons, ]hlue Jays,Crows, 

Bronzed Crackles and others are #@t notorious nest robhers,taking both 

esgs and callow young. Certain resombseinchcng ome house cat,take a 

ueavy toll of Lot: young and adult birds, Coopers and Slarp-siiinned Hawks 

live nearly exclusively on a diet of song birds. Many are killed in storms, 

Thousands are killed by meciianical neans,by striking telephone wires,fences , 

illuminated towers,ligit-iiouses on bot): ocean and inland shore,especially 

tiose with a fixed ligiit,and numerous otier agencies. it is certainly 

a case of te survival of the most fit. 

aue importance of the oabadoel nace om amooete and weed seeds by 

birds can not be under estimated. me Tree Sparrow,one of our most 

numerous winter birds,is prabably one of the greatest destroyers of weed 
* 
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seed, Prof. Beal, while in the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, estimated that 

each Tree Sparrow ate at least one-fourti: ounce of weed sced daily. This 

estimate was made by the stomach examination of specimans, He stated, that 

eounting ten birds to the acre, tlis birds destroys in the state of iowa, 
Den wn J 

1,750,090 pounds of weed seed, which is equal to 885 tons. 

It las been found, tiat certain species,wiile growing up in their nest, 

will consume tiieir own weigiit in insects,brouyjit to them by tie parent 

birds, between dawn and dark,
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Certain of our pirds save been sufi’erers fron age old prejudice and 

hostility. Most important amon; tiiese are tie Ilawks and Owls,and tiie 

various water-irds wio include f'isi: in their ciet. To Pind out how 

successvul t cis prejudice is carried fron one syneration to another,and 

sow muc:. false propaganda is taken for actual facts,one need only to 

discuss tie value of Hawks and owls with the average(farner,or speak of 

heronjbitterns,and pelicans with a person wio fishes, In regard to tlie 

bards of prey,we fail to accept the fact,tiat in their relation to man, 

we must judge then by comparative values. Late in the Last century, Dr. 

A.K.Fisher,made an ex!.austive investisation and the results were pub= 

lisied hy the U.S.Dept. of Apriculture. Stomach contents of 2700 of 

tie birds of prey were exarined, Hany later investigations liave been made 

and all of Or. Fishers findings have been substantiated, Prahably the 

hawk most in evidence here in our pseneral region is the Red-tailed Nawk, 

and is also the nost persecuted, Dr.Fisher exartined the stomaclis of 562 

of this species, He found that 515 contained remanns of mice,and other 

mannals,reptiles,and insects, 54 contained remains of gane birds and 

poultry. 51 of other birds. Judging by comparative values,this hawk is 

venificial at least 85%, Other species of hawks are benificial neakly 

. 100%, seldom killing either a game or song bird,or poultry. Three species , 

Sr hawks are conderned by all, the snaller Sharp-shinned,and Coopers lawk, 

and tue large “Coshawk, The Last mentioned appears :only during the winter, 

in this resien,and in sucli small nuribers that tle effect is negligible. 

pad to say,very few olarp-sivinned or Coopers Ilawks are killed by either 

tie generat-run-of. farmers or sportsmen. They iunt abert under cover of 

trees,hus.ies ete and dart out aiter t.ieir prey like a jullet. Thus they 

are seidon seen in t.eir aids on the poultry yard, Dut the large,slow 

noVing Ned-tail,who goes apout liis business in tle open and in thle plain 
A pies ~~ 

Sigit of man,gets the blame for nost of tie danage done by the two smaller 

spec ies, The Red-tail is shot,cougit in steel traps, and poisoned 
e



Being a scavenger,t)is liawk is easily attracted to a dead cliicken and the 

steel trap. The long continued persecution lias reduced this bird greatly 

in numbers in the late years. No one can deny that this hawk will not 

at some tine or other prey on poultry, Certain individuals get the habit, 

and these can easily be disposed of. To dispose of dead poultry by throw- 

ing tiem out in the fields,is a sure neans of attracting these birds and 

perhaps give tliemn a taste for this class of food. 
eer _ 

vuring tue fall of 1939 ytue writer received 10 fied-taila that had 2 a 

been siot or trapped by famiers. None of tliese contained either poultry 
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or otier wild bird, All nad eatten mice of two species,one a rat,and all 

wad partaken rat.cer l.eartily of gYrass:.oppers, 

in tiieir relations wit.: man,the birds lave aroused every shade of 

opinion among tie people. The sportsnan Jias a dislike for any bird that 

invades tie field tliat le considers pame. Too many farmers see only the 

loss of an accasional cliicken,and do not appreciate the value of most 

hawks and owls as destroyers of verrvin, The fisherman is hostile, because 

certain birds eat fish. We beeone exasperated when birds of the tlirusi 

family devour the fruit in our berry patches, but forget t:iat we have 

stripped t..e land of most of the fruit Learing plants on wich they 
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Therefore,wiile we give just praise to tliose species that prey en- 

tirely on insects,and make successful agriculture possible,and to the 

destroyers of weed seed$,wernst look mre intellepently upon those species 
awe Lio on “? yw & a . Lo 

thatnae conflict witli man,and weiss: our judgenent on scientific truths 

and acts, 

Nducation and a love of the beautiful has las brougit our appreciation 

of the birds to a nig.: level. Thus,birds,divested of sordid cosiderations, 

are coming more and more into the lives of tie many,to bring joy and 

satisfying diversion.




