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It is true,tiat wiere ever nan lives upon this eartli,lie has lLis
Lird associates. Tiiey arc a part of our normal enviroment,and heing
active ‘uring the day,asase—rre,tiey attract attention by their move-
ments, size,colootion,and n(‘m;-;. lany wild creatures are éonspicuous,
due in sone cases to Lheir snall size,and totieir retiring halits,
Tiidis is also true wit!. certain of' tiie Lirds, i1t is possitle for a
person to live s normal iive in a coswudty,and if not particularly
interested,ca:n _.ave various species near at Land,i'rom year to year,and
not Imow ii. "efore t..e coriing o' the wiite nan to ¢ is continent,t e
Indian's interast in Lirds was only as a4 sowrce of Tfood,ond {e ?ea??ers
Qé;Tolily covering,and ornanent. In their sinple knowled-+e at that %ine,
supernatural inpeortance was given to sone large birds,as we learn fronm
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t e legends of our native triles. The early wiite man's interest was
rainly t at as a source of i'ood. us tue country was developed, and
education Lrowy .t inventions tiat nade towe piloncersg life easier,tie
leisure wiic.: cane gave opportunity for cultural advance, Today,t.ie
stully oi" Lirds gives proiitable eriploynent to tiie leisure of an ever
inereasing muiber oif’ peaple,

Pdrds did not hiave i..¢ proteciion Ly law until tle legin: ng of tle
present century. !rior to t.at vine,for somet ing like sixty years,an
enorrous corviercial traitffic was carried on. ! any persons amted i'or tie
rmarket as a livelilwod. Certain speecies,considered game,could he found
in tiie markets of our larger citics,at all seaseons of° the year, Iinally
the enorrwous dralft on the wild species heman to sliow its effect,in
spite of the secemingly unlimited munbers of' certain bhirds thint formerly
existed. Nota:ly arong tiiese was tlhe Massenger ’ipeon,w..ose preat flocks
aid te sun,as taey passed on tieir spring and auturmn mipgrations. Sights

like t.:aat,are vivid in t..e nmenory of' our older folks, Today tiere is not

a living exawmle of t.dis bhird, During t:.e narket aunting period, tiey



were sold in tie narlets or as low as five cent
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3 a dozen, Today a
preserved speciian is wort.: {'rom seventy-five to one luuulred and
rifty dollors, depending on tie condition of the speeinan, The
Laborador Duck, never corman, was at tines found in thie markets of
New ¥Yorl City. Today tliere are not over timree dozen speeimans to be
found anywliere,and tliese are nearly worth tieir weight in gold,

Forrerly,smnaller non-gane hirds,were killed for their plunage,
thousands Leing used each year in tlie riillinery trade. Necords from
one shop in New Jork City slow,tliat fron 350 tp 400 song hirds were
purchased daily,frorm local umters. Ilducation and proper laws long
ago put a ston to tl.at practise.

Ie trapping of 1ivn irds,of’ certain Hpecins,fof.éage—hirdﬁ wis
for a long tire a profitaile bLusiness, Vith tle patsage of laws,inis
also ceased,

Fifty years ago,a very siall jamber of people were interested
in uirds,’esides t .ose w.io killed t..em for tle tabhle,and others wio
saw t .eir value only in dollors and cents,as an article to sell,

Tie progress made,up to t..e present day,in hehave of the wild bird is
vast,anl was not done wit..out great opposition of otler intercsts.
Seientiflic dinvestigations lave s .own us tleir value as lestroyers

of insects and weed seeds, Tlie larger ldirds,tie awks and owls,are
natures c..eclk on tie wadue increase of mice,popiers,and otier rodents,
We know ti.em to e agricultures greatest ally. Ve know tiem to Le tle
guardian of tlie vegitalle Idngdon,

e iéfé o' a Lirdgdwiiile lie moes alout it witli vin and evident
enjoynent,is a serious husiness, They are Leset hy nany dangers,eacl:
species _.as its enerdes,and deat.i cornes oi'ten and in a lundred dif-=
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ferent forns. Thie scene of’ nature,in widca the birds bhalance per-

fectly, scens to he nost crael,but wien a little tiiong it and figuring
IvVLD JCA _. " ';
we—rind-eut U .al it woriks out nost perfectiyand could'nt he improvecd

upon,
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If every "4drd taat teaves o8 hesl would 1live its normal life,seen—

| ‘.{,n_.a_t‘, ) )y : ‘
t.iere would e sucliwhers,t .at roon for otiwer Torms of wild life would
not exist. llor exasple.- .. pair of hirds raised ci;; t young last suwmer,
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lTogetlier tiiey rdgraterd to tiie soutii, If these ten bLirds returned nektf :
spring and eaci: pair were successiul in raising eigiit young,ninby Lirds
would leave for tlie soutl. in tiie 'all, In five or six years,the increase
from the original pair would muber in tiie tiousands., The fact is accepted
armong, ornitioloygists,t..at ti.e nunber of lirds that return nortii in tle
spring,is equal,on tlie average,to tiie muber tliat came norti. to hreed the
spring lefore. The natural inerease’ is lost,tlarougi aecident,desecase,

as Tood for otlier forms of wild life,and other reasons, lL.lue Jays,Crows,
Bronzed (rackles and otliers are st notorious nest rolhers,taking both
engs and callow young. Certain narmals,including our liouse cat,take a
~eavy toll of Tot . young amndl adult bLirds, Ceoopers and blarp-sidnned Jlawks
live nearly cxclusively on a diet of song Lirds, lany are killed in storms,
Tiousants are killed hy nec: anical neans,by striking teleplione wires,fences
illuninated towers,lig t-iouses on boti. ocean and inland sliore,especially
t. ose witl: a fixed ligit,and numerous otiier agencies., it is certainly

a case of t.e survival of tlie nost fit.

The inmportance of tiie inroads nade upon insects and weed seeds by
birds can not he under estimated. Tiie Tree Sparrow,one of our most
numerous winter Tirds,is prabably one of tiie greatest destroyers ol wecd
seed, Prof. Leal, while in tiie U,5, Dept. of Apgriculture, estimated tiat
eacli Tree Uparrow ate at least one-{'owrt!. ounce of weed sced daily. Tids
estimate was nade Ly tiie stomaclhi examination of specimans, e stated,that
eounting ten birds to tie acre, tids hirds destroys in tiie state of lowa,
1,750,000 pounds of wecd-sccd;whiuh is equal to 835 tons,

It l.as Leen Tound,btlat certain species,w.iile growing up in tieir nest,
will econsume t..eir own weigit in insects,broupit to tiiem by tiie parent

birds,between dawn and dark,
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Certain of' our birds .ave been suil’erers fron ajge old prejudice and
hostility. lost inportant amonp; tiese are t..e llawks and Owls,and t..e
various water-lirds wio include fis: in their diet. To find out low
successiul t is prejudice is carried fron one sraeration to another,and
«dow ruci. false propaganda is taken for actual 'acts,one need only to
discuss t..e value of :awks and owls wit!. tle avera“effdfner,or speak of
Leronjlitterns,and pelicans witli a person w.io fishes, In regard to t.e
birds of' prey,wve fail to accept the fact,that in tleir relation to man,
we rmust judge tlen by cormparative values., Late in tl.e last century, ur,
AJK.Fisler,made an exl.austive investiation and tie results were prib=-
lisiied by tie U.S.Dept. of Agriculture. Stomacl: contents of 2700 of
tiie bir:ds of prey were exanined, llany later investigations have Leen made
and all of ur. IMishers findings Lave heen substantiated, Prabably the
hawk most in evitdence liere in our peneral resdion is tlie Ned=tailed lTawk,
and is also the rost persecuted. Dr, J'isher exarined the stomachs of 562
of this species. lle found that 515 contained remamns of rmice,and otlier
marmals,reptiles,and insects. H4 contained remains of' gane hirds and
poultry. 51 of other lirds. Judging by comparative values,tlis hawk is
beniTicial at least 857, Otler specics of lawks are henificial neakrly
1004, seldon killing eitlier a game or song Lird,or poultry. Tiree species
of hawks are condermed by all,The smaller Sharp-shinned,and Coopers llavk,
and t..e large “fosliawk. The last nentioned appears only during tle winter,
intIis repien,and in sucli snall nurbers tlat t..e et't'ect is negligille.,
bad to say,very few . .arp-siiiimed or Coopers llawks are killed Ly eitlier
tiie general-rum of. farners or sports 1e311: They jaint alent under cover of
trees, usies ete and dart out ai'ter t.eir prey like a bhullet, Thus they
are seldon seen in t .eir maids on tie poultry yard, Iut tie large,slow
moving Red-tail,wio goes alout s husiness in tlie open and in tlie plain
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sight of man;géts tiwe hlame for nost of tiie danage done by tie two smaller

spec ies, The Red-tail is shot,coums it in steel traps,and Poisoned



Deing a scavenger,t’is liawk is easily attracted to a dead cliicken and the
steel trap. T.e long contimied persecution lias reduced tids hird greatly
in numbers in thie late years. No one ecan deny that tlidis hawk will not

at some tine or otlier prey on poultry, Certain individuals get the habit,
and these can easily bLe disposed of, To disposc of' dead poultry by tirow-
ing t..en out in tlie 'ields,is a sure reans of attracting tliese birds and
periiaps give tiien a taste for tiidis class of Tood.

Juring tae fall off 1997%,tie writer received 10 Red-tails tiat had
been s.iot or trapped Ly Tariers. None of tlese contained eit.er poultry
or otler wild bird. All had éaﬁ;en mice of' two species,one a rat,and all
~ad partaken rat .er leartily of grass.oppers,

In their relations wit.. nan,tlie bhirds llave aroused every shade of
opinion armong tiie people. The sportsnan 1as a dislike for any Lird tlhat
invades t.e field tiat lie considers pgame. Too nany farmers see only tle
loss of' an accasional ciidcken,and do not appreciate thie value of most
liawks and owls as destroyers of vernin, Tie fisliernan is lwostile,l,ecause
certain birds eat fisii, We beecore exasperated wien hirds of ti.e tirusl
family devour tie fruit in our Lerry patciies,but forget t.at we lLave
stripped t.e land of most of tiie i'ruit Learing plants on widch tliey
formerly fed.

Therefore,w.ile we give just praise to tliose species that prey en-
tirelyﬁon insects,and nake successful agriculture possible,and to tle
destroyers of weed seeds$,vermuist look rre intellepently upon tlose species
tﬂét}dé.;on%iict with nman,and weighi our judgement on scientiiic trutlis
and f'acts,

Hducatipn and. a love of' tiie heautiiul has l.as Dhrought our appreciation
of tle bird% to a g level., Tims,hirds,divested of sordid cosiderations
are coring nore and nore into tie lives of tiie nany,to bring joy and

satisfying diversion.






