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IOWA RBA (319)338-9881 for 6/30/97 

Birds Mentioned: 

Mountain Bluebird 

Mississippi Kite 

Black-billed Magpie 

Worm-eating Warbler 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Yellow-throated Warbler 

Bell’s Vireo 

Veery 

American Bittern 

Least Tern 

Caspian Tern 

Black Tern 

Forster’s Tern 

Least (a) 

Cattle 

Great-taffed Grackle ~ 

Little Blue Heron 

Chuck-wills Widow 

Blue Grosbeak 

Piping Plover 

Barn Owl 

The week’s highlights include MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD and MISSISSIPPI KITE in the 

central, BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE in the northwest, WORM-EATING WARBLER in 

the southeast, and BARN OWL and LITTLE BLUE HERON in the southwest. 

In the central in Dallas County, a MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD wasreported on the 28th 

four miles north of Perry, but could not be relocated later in the day. In Polk 

County on the 29th in Des Moines, two MISSISSIPPI KITES were spotted flying 

over Greenwood Park, and WESTERN KINGBIRDS were still being seen on the state 

capitol grounds. In Boone County at the Ledges State Park, birds seen on the 27th at 

the lower ledges in the area near the bridge included two MISSISSIPPI KITES, two 

BROAD-WINGED HAWKS, three YELLOW-THROATED WARBLERS, and a BELL’S 

VIREO. 

In the northwest in Plymouth County, a BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE was seen on the 

28th where these birds have been reported to be nesting previously. From hiway 

12 south of Westfield, take 234th Street east for a mile and a half, and look to the 

north. In Cherokee County, a singing VEERY was at the Martin Access to the little 

Sioux River east of Larrabee on the 29th. In Cerro Gordo County, two AMERICAN 

BITTERNS were at Ventura Marsh near dusk on the 28th. 

In the southeast in Lee County, a WORM-EATING WARBLER was seen on the 24th at 

the Croton Unit of Shimek Satte Forest, just in from the parking lot and up the 

ravine to the right. In Des Moines County on the 24th, four TERN species, 

including LEAST TERN, were at the Casey-Barrow Access to the Mississippi River 
» 

about ten miles north of Burlington. ©. i —2 4



In the southwest in Fremont County, all reports from the 28th, a LEAST BITTERN 

was at Forney Lake, three CATTLE EGRETS and six GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES were 

seen south of hiway 2 east of Nebraska City, three LITTLE BLUE HERONS, were 

found by taking county road L-31 north from hiway 2 and taking the first gravel 

road to the left. CHUCK-WILLS WIDOWS were heard at dusk in their traditional 

location in the loess hills, which is found by taking county road L-44 north from 

hiway 2 for over a mile, and turning right at the first gravel road, and listen 

during the next mile. A BLUE GROSBEAK was seen near the bridge just south of 

Bartlett. In Pottawattamie County at the Mid American Energy Company settling 

ponds south of Council Bluffs, PIPING PLOVERS and LEAST TERNS were found at 

both the south and north ponds on the 28th. In Taylor County, BARN OWLS are once 

again nesting in Zelbert Freemyer’s barns, six miles east and a mile south of 

Bedford. 
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