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Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 for 6/13/94 
Birds Mentioned: 
PURPLE GALLINULE 

Sandhill Crane 
Prairie Warbler 
Western Grebe 
Least Tern 
Swainson’s Hawk 
Peregrine Falcon 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Least Flycatcher 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Black Tern 
Forster’s Tern 
Franklin’s Gull 
Common Tern 
Common Loon 
Northern Mockingbird 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Great-tailed Grackle 
Piping Plover 
Acadian Flycatcher 
Cerulean Warbler 
Prothonotary Warbler 

All spring we have not received a report of YELLOW-BREASTED 
CHAT, and this week we have three. The week’s highlights are 
PURPLE GALLINULE and SANDHILL CRANE in Bremer County, 
PRAIRIE WARBLER in Johnson County, WESTERN GREBE in Cerro 
Gordo County, and LEAST TERN in the southwest. 

In the northeast in Bremer County, the PURPLE GALLINULE was 
seen again at the same location at Sweet Marsh on the 11th. 
It took the observer four attempts in two days, so be 
patient and persevere. Here are the directions: From the 
south part of Tripoli, go east on 7th Avenue for 1.8 miles, 
and turn north into the south entrance to the marsh. Drive 
to the end of the road and walk onto the dike by a sign that 
says "Danger Ditch". Proceed 160 long paces to where there 
are two dead trees in the marsh. The bird has been in the 
area of these trees. Also, a SANDHILL CRANE was a 
flyover at Sweet Marsh on the 11th. In Blackhawk County, 
once again this year, SWAINSON’S HAWKS are nesting at the 
Hartman Preserve in Waterloo. In Linn County, the PEREGRINE 
FALCON nest is still active with young atop the Firstar Bank 
Building in downtown Cedar Rapids. A YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER 
was still present on the 11th in sycamore Trees along the 
Sac & Fox Trail at the Indian Creek Nature Center in 
southeast Cedar Rapids. To look for it, exit Mt. Vernon Road 
south onto Old Bertram Road and go to a parking lot on the 
left, and walk the trail for about 200 yards. The best birds 
on the Cedar Rapids Audubon’s breeding bird census on the 
11th, in addition to the YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER, were 
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE, LEAST FLYCATCHER, and four BLUE-WINGED



WARBLERS at Squaw Creek Park. 

In the north-central in Cerro Gordo County, two WESTERN 
GREBES were at Zirbel Slough on the lake south of the road 
on the 11th. Also present were BLACK and FORSTER’S TERNS, 
and a FRANKLIN’S GULL. 

In the south-central in Madison County, four COMMON TERNS 
and a COMMON LOON were at Badger Creek State Park on the 
12th. In Warren County, four NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRDS were 
seven miles south of Martensdale, and a YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT 
was at Rolling Thunder Prairie on the 8th. For more 
information on any of these birds, call Eugene Armstrong at 
(515)996-2726. In Wayne County, six GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES 
were at farm ponds near the Missouri border. From Seymour, 
go south on county road S-60 for four miles. Then, after the 
road turns east, the ponds are on either side of the road. 

In the southwest in Pottawattamie County, two LEAST TERNS 
and four PIPING PLOVERS, including two young, were at the 
South IPL Pond on the 11th. 

In the southeast in Johnson County, the singing male PRAIRIE 
WARBLER was seen once again at the MacBride Nature and 
Recreation Area on the 9th. To look for this bird, go north 
from North Liberty on county road F-28 for about 3-4 miles 
to the entrance. From the entrance, proceed 0.4 miles and 
look on the brushy hillside to the right. Also at MacBride 
on the 11th were ACADIAN FLYCATCHER, and CERULEAN and 
PROTHONOTARY WARBLERS. In Lee County, two YELLOW-BREASTED 
CHATS were seen on the 12th. From the village of Augusta in 
Des Moines County, cross the Skunk River, and turn right on 
Old Quarry Road. Proceed 3.7 miles and look on the brushy 
hillside on the left. 

In the central, another YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT was found on 
the 12th. It was seen from a parking lot for the bicycle 
trail, which is west of the Casey’s store just south of Polk 
City. 
Jim Fuller (319)338-3561
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