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Iowa Birdline (319)338-9881 for 4/11/94 

Birds Mentioned: 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 

SORA 

RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE 

HERMIT THRUSH 

FIELD SPARROW 

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD 

CINNAMON TEAL 

SANDHILL CRANE 

BLACK SCOTER 

SMITH’S LONGSPUR 

RED-NECKED GREBE 

VARIED THRUSH 

BAIRD’S SANDPIPER 

AMERICAN PIPIT 

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN 

COMMON LOON 

LAPLAND LONGSPUR 

LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH 

TUNDRA SWAN 

Some of the new arrivals this past week included 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON, SORA, RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE, HERMIT 

THRUSH, FIELD SPARROW, and YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD. The 

week’s highlights are CINNAMON TEAL and SANDHILL CRANE in 
Tama County, BLACK SCOTER in Polk County, SMITH’S LONGSPURS 
in Louisa County, and RED-NECKED GREBE, and VARIED THRUSH 

near Iowa City. 

In the central in Polk County, a BLACK SCOTER was discovered 
at the north end of Big Creek Lake on the 9th, and was still 
present on the 10th. At the Polk City Wildlife Area, there 
were four BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS and BAIRD’S SANDPIPERS 

on the 9th. In Tama County at Otter Creek Marsh, the drake 
CINNAMON TEAL found on the 7th was still being seen on the 
9th. It was near two eight foot high tree snags along the 
north side of the north dike, two hundred yards west of the 
east parking lot. Up to nine SANDHILL CRANES have been at 
Otter Creek this spring, and 1-4 were seen last week. The 
best place to look is south of county road E-66, especially 
in the area where R Avenue intersects. There were also 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS and AMERICAN PIPITS there on the 

9th. In Marshall County, an AMERICAN BITTERN was at Grammer 
Grove Park on the 6th. In Hamilton County, fifteen duck 
species were at Anderson Lake east of Jewell on the 6th, and 
39 WHITE PELICANS were there on the 9th. In Wright County, 
five COMMON LOONS were at Lake Cornelia on the 9th. 

In the southeast in Louisa County, the IOU field trip to 
Cone Marsh on the 9th saw SMITH’S and LAPLAND LONGSPURS 
along 220th Street, 0.7 miles west of Conesville, 100 WHITE 
PELICANS in the northwest corner of the marsh, and an 
AMERICAN PIPIT at the south end. An early SORA was seen from



the main dike there on the 10th. In Johnson County, the male 
VARIED THRUSH was irregular last week in the Scheib’s yard 
north of Iowa City, but was seen early the morning of the 
9th. You can call Jim Scheib at (319)337-5206. A COMMON LOON 
was at Lake MacBride on the 10th, while two BLACK-CROWNED 
NIGHT HERONS were at the Coralville Reservoir on the 9th. A 
RED-NECKED GREBE in alternate plumage was discovered on the 
6th at the S & G Materials Quarry along the Sand Road, about 
one mile south of Iowa City, but was not there the next day. 
In Lee County, a LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH was at the Croton 
Unit of Shimek State Forest on the 10th. 

In the northeast in Winneshiek County. sixteen duck species 
and four TUNDRA SWANS were at Cardinal Marsh on the 9th. 

In the west in Monona County, an immature SWAN Sp. was at 
South Blue Lake on the 8th, and AMERICAN PIPITS were along 
the roads south of there on the 7th. 
Jim Fuller (319)339-3561 
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