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Winter Report 

Weather for the period: 

December: seasonal with average ‘eke and. precipitation 

Lcignacrorl 4 temperatures much below normal (by about 12 degrees!). Coldest 
day of the winter: -26 on January 9. Several arctic cold waves 
hit the area. Precipitation much above normal (about 30" in- 
stead of the usual 6 or 7"). A major blizzard Strikes” on Janu- 
ary "22, accompanied by an 18" snowfall. — 

renewery little additional snowfall. Below normal toaperetires for the 
first half of the month (record lows on February 6), then 
seasonal and above average in the latter half. Most of the 
gnowcover is gone by the end of the month. Some ete: 
occurred in oe halt of month. ee 

Canada Goose: about 3 fuatvideals sisteced at Wintersveld Park in Reck 
‘Valley (Sioux Co.). A = of the. lake in this park: is. 
kept. eren: artificially. | 

White- trenutet Goose : one individual vintened along with the Cecil 
3 = Geese in Rock Valley. — 

Mallard: about 300 individuals wintered in Rock Valley. 

Wood Duck: at least one male wintered in Rock Valley. 

Red-tailed Hawk: we observed a "Krider's Hawk" in Oak Grove State Park 
: on December 28, 3 

Rough-legged Hawk: once again, extremely Scarce in “north-west Towa this. 

Bald “ee Ken dollines of Wichita, Kansas, observed two individuals 
an adult and an immature, in Oak Grove Park on December 26. 
Another adult was seen in Doon (Sioux Co.) in week before 
Christmas. According to newspaper reports, still another 
individual was shot to death in | Alten snenacale Co. ) in the 
same week, IAEA Co SS bar a , 

Prairie Falcon: 

(1) On December 26 Ken Hollinga of Wichita, Kansas, observed one 
individual about 14 miles south of Sioux Center. I birded with 
Ken a few days later, and found aie to be a wenpetent oe reli- 
able observer. 

(2) On February 6 my son “s I found a Prairie Falcon some 3 miles 
south-west of leu Center. We discovered the bird resting on an 
abandoned schoolhouse, and could approach him quite closely. The 
bird then flew and made a circle around us, allowing us to see. 
the black Wingpits clearly. Both of us have seen Prairie Falooke 
before in Nevada and California (we have also had occasion to ob- 
serve Peregrine Falcons and the Gyrfalcon, though not in Iowa, so 
we are somewhat familiar with falcons). Documentation attached. 

-~ American Kestrel: quite common in north-west Towa throughout the period. 
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Gallinaceous birds: it's difficult to judge at this point how the Bob- 
white, Pheasant, and Gray Partridge fared through the harsh and 
snowy January month. Pheasants seem to — done waco but Bob-— 
white may have. suffered decline. 

Common Snipe: one distetauel was present on oeneneer 25 in Sioux Senter 
ah. | by a farm ‘pond fed by a spring. . , a : 

Mourning Dove: wintered in Sioux Co. REESE the middle of January. 

Great ae Owl: on Seeenies 29 we teone an individual of the arctic 
race. Qur first thought was "What is a Snowy Owl doing in a clump 

of evergreens?" The bird was as white and flecked as a Snowy Owl. 
We observed the bird closely. The illustration of the subarctic 
form on page 173 of the new Peterson's witha sees pe Teqsel 
features and color very accurately, , oe 

Short-eared Owl: we observed. one individual at the edge of Oak “Grove 
Park on Dcmesscomid 13. ne , , ee 7 

Common Flicker: “many wintered in this area. 

Red- headed Woodrecker unusually large numbers wintered in Oak Grove 
Park. On February lc, for example, I counted at least. six indi- 
viduals” along the Big Sioux River in Oak Grove, : : 

Hairy Woodpecker: continues to do “ae in ‘Sioux Co. 

. Sesint a few wintered along the Sioux and oe Rivers. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: sneeekieiaxss scarce this winter. 

Northern Shrike: one individual observed L miles south of Rock Valley 
on February ars = : , 

Western Meadowlark: virtually absent this winter. 

Red-winged Blackbird: a few wintered in Sioux Co. until the —— of 
January. | ae oe ao oe , 

Common Grackle: a few wintered until the middle of FRREEY 

Northern Cardinal: “quite abundant in December along Sioux ‘and Rock Rivers, 
but scarce in January and February. But the effects of the winter 
on this species may be somewhat ere to Judge at this Ra raee 

Evening Grosbeak: none observed. 

Pur ple Finch: — observed during the period. 

. Common Red oll: quite common from the middle of January through remainder 
of the period. 

White-winged Crossbill: two males observed at Rock Valley on December 28. 

Harris' Sparrow: a few wintered until mid-January. 

Lapland Longspur & Snow Bunting: large numbers present both in separate 
and in mixed flocks or mixed vane Horned Larks. 
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