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Grammer Grove W.A., Marshall Co., IA 

*B. Proescholdt 

IBL 65:13, 81 

DOCUMENTATION 

Beth Proescholdt, Liscomb [2/23/95] 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 65:13 

Records Committee: IBL 65:81 

VOTE: 7 A-D 

A-D, Although the sighting was brief, accepted on a combination of plumage, structural 

characteristics, and flight pattern. 

A-D, While | get a bit nervous accepting records based primarily on flight, a good hawk watcher 

can tell a kite in an instant, which is exactly what occurred here. 

A-D, Juvenile. 

A-D, Description adequately eliminates other possibilities considered by observer.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Fuf- 33 

What species? M69; Seip Kite How many? | : 

Location? Grammer Grove Marshall Coanty _ hawk- Watch 

Type of habitat? koe ded rid ge far al{ @ |r ZDowa Kive r 

When? date(s): Je otem hey Ab, /F99-time: Ee . s/f‘ } (FM 

Who?your name and address: Beth fie. - oho ld ‘. Leta om bh £ 0 tA 

others with you: Eugene J Eloise Grmstrong 

others before or after you: N4nNe 7- bird S€EN OnI\ a Minute 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Over the /Iine of frees 35’ away at the edge of our Naw - 
Wa foh Sudden} ———- this faleon-like bird, Flying +o the right 
directly ir frond Ot Us, be loa tv ee-top /evel, About 20 feet Away. 
lL. ssa ne Near the size ¥ shape of a Peregrine With fon 
Lf a S$, Slim body + long tail | ¥ on that Néavrly overcast 
biog ated Faint bands on the tai/ of thi 5 cAocolate - Dro wn 
Yd, Mostly we saw onl silhouette, Asit disappeared behind 

A Ow of Spruce, L thought "Missi ssipor Kite’ 
> Knew this Wagn' t O Lore rine C but Or imma tu re ol] 

prregrine t AN imm. Missigsiapi Kite are Simila r), 

owever the slim, pornted Wings of this bird had 4 
aifCerent shape: the, | a WA longer, proportionately than q Peregvine's 1 squared —off rather +fhan tapered 
fi] PEPE INES | (6 yor ) 

Similar species and how eliminated: An hegnrnks, men ol 1 Anker, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about ‘identification? "0 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

heavily overcast day, VW Winds 20° and more - FXZ0NM Koy 
brnocs ~ big High + of SFA. Naw les | a\ 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: I have Seéh 4 Sea M;5s156, a 

Kites, and Man eredrine®., 3 * ea 
Reference$ and persons ina tS before writing description: L always stud y Hawks 
in light bg Dunne, Sibleys Sutton and Hawks by Clark + Bjheelen * 
How long before field ‘notes made? ot pnte this form’completed? //0d, b. ) 99 ¥- 



| | — 94-33 
F Coutdn'd tee if i+ tan Che ome Fi 72, 

but in the Gap where we had a ¢@eond, very 

Frick lowe, Eloise noted r+s #wi «ting at the 

tasf Whieh is a Mi 5515S 1 epi Kite trait. 

[but i+ was the wing beat that determined 
&hsolutely that r+ LAF Q Misslssipp kivte - 

l'ght, boayant, Floppy , lersurely, \;ka@ @2 moth — 

50 different fom the powertul, vapid, direct 

Flight of a Me regrine and different from 

AM other ragter’s FIig nt We Nave observed. 
It could only be @ Missi osipgi Kite, 

With the light bands on the tail and 7 ) 
OVE aS bro wn C0 [or Thi 5 Wes an immature 

Mis 9155 1a pi Kite ; a Great addition to the 
Good Flig ht of 3% paptors that pissed over 
that day.


