Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 08/27/93

Mississippi Kite Record Number: 81-ML
29 May 1978 Classification: A-D
Cardinal Marsh, Winnesheik Co., IA

*Tom Stone Jr., *Francis Moore

DOCUMENTATION

Tom Stone Jr.

Francis L. Moore (also field notes sent later)
LETTER

Francis Moore to Tom Kent, 30 Aug 1984
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 48:72

Records Committee: IBL 55:56
VOTE (1981): I-II, 4-III, 2-IV

IV, Francis Moore saw this bird and agrees with ID. In light
of #11 being a very unlikely date and #12 rejected by Records
Committee, I remain doubtful.

III, Francis Moore may be able to shed more light on this
record.

III, documentation by other obs. eg Francis Moore.

II, Can 8 observers, 4 of whom also ‘independently’ saw bird,
be wrong? ;

III, Description 0.K. but not great. Important features seen.
I question why other observers did not document, e.g. Moore.
REVOTE (by mail, after receiving documentation from material from
Moore): 5-III, 2-1IV

III, at least.

IV, I wrote asking for field notes, but did not get a
response. Both Moore and Stone descriptions fit Mississippi Kite.
Moore saw yellow base to bill, Stone did not. Stone say dark eye
lores, Moore did not. Stone saw banded under tail, Moore did not.
It seems highly likely that this was a Mississippi Kite, but
Stone identified an Apr 12 bird the next year that seems unlikely
and Moore delayed 5 years 10 months in reporting and did not
produce his orginal notes. I think reporting has improved since
1978.

IV, Two hour difference in time of observation 11:15-11:30 AM
vs. 1:05 to 1:45. If this can be logically explained I would
consider a 3 vote. Moore’s notes better than Stone’s. Why a 5
year delay in getting them?

III, The bird seen must have impressed Moore. So much so, that
he seeks to get it approved at this late date. But there are
several questions I have: Why now, after five years, has Moore
sent the record for review? On what basis is Moore’s ’‘new’
document? On memory? Factual, descriptive notes taken during or,
recently after, the sighting? Also, why do the documentations
vary so widely in time? Finally what will be gained by accepting
the record? Will it be an unequivocal recent record for the Kite,
or will it be a check mark for Moore. What is the impetus?

III, Excellent description, even allowing for passage of time.
Field notes made at time. Corroborating sighting by Stone adds
credence, even though rejected at time. (I suggest resubmission
of Waubonsie State Park records submitted by Stone).
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REVOTE (with original field notes from Moore, at meeting, 8 Sep
1984): 7-III
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Halmi, N. S., 1978, Field reports. Iowa Bird Life 48:72

Diurnal Raplors. The Mississippi Kile has been extirpaled from lowa since
1890. But it breeds again in s. Illinois, and has been recenlly seen in c. Illinois,
Wisconsin and s. Minnesola, so ils reappearance in lowa was not enlirely sur- | 0
prising. On May 29, Tom Slone, Jr., 13, informed me over the lelephone thal he and
7 others had observed a while-headed, black-tailed kile al Cardinal M., near
Crescoin n. lowa. The description was supporled by wrillen documentation, There
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation "

by the Records Committee

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES: MISSISSIPPI KITE

DATE SEEN: May 29, 1978

SITE OF OBSERVATION: (arginal Marsh, Winneshiek County

OBS ERVERS g Francis Moore

METHOD OF REVIEW: (gjrculation by mail to Committee; discussion at meeting,
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: III

COMMENTS:

Some doubts were raised about this record, primarily due to the
long delay before submission, and some minor discrepancies between
the details subgitted and those submitted by Tom Stone.

However later submission of the original field notes convinced the
Committee of the correctness of the observation. These excellent
notes allowed acceptance of Iowa's first record of this species,

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee .

2t

IT = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
IIT = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escabee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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Yi-mr
Middlewestern Prairie Region /@ |
S (Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) '

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.

Species M s i'ng :fﬁf k ite 2.-Number: (D
3. Location_ Caieod Cardirad  arel  pear. Crpoeco ‘
4. Date: agy 27 5. Time Bird seen: /. 05 to /S Y5

v

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field)

;zif :1“{/75 12 = 1Y nihay & _ @.7 Ak olanied

et - -,;.’.E“E:-:-—" - e __;:_':_—--:-——"—-““::-—'

CAA ot~ Fory mmd w«/a: Loy J‘MGM; dww{mm L . ﬁ’zz,{
Br A M”’M’@ &,@&Jm A‘éué, Bed ¢ B lock . e‘ip
’}”,émg/’ ! dat M;’Myw@% LA Do dtrgps s 3O -

7. Description of voice, if heard: M;( /{L‘“-M Mm —9

8. Desc;if-tion gf behavior: ‘ WM}L_’ ﬁu."! . ' ée 4 wwe "y %’C&A@
e 25 “ nbe 2 Awq i, O
: 5 { %.a&:z Hm dq."i"t.'rq_m d‘é'-‘"

9. Habitat - genera ——Cﬁ%w%fi’
specific: A En

10. “imilarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6 7 & 8, Explain:
Mm-ﬁzdam._: MW-»MMMWM Ale |
?ﬂuuu‘., /C4 oA T m&, /Gyepcny and Hdaa gmidln """"9"‘&«1’
Narak Wawd - fas oAy L A AAAA_ .
11. Distance (how measured)? ‘(a(_g(c-a(‘: SO at eleaeaf .12, Optical equipment: r 4 ‘ﬂ <

lznet wza- Ferly ,/‘{‘, Foten, /MW ZO xé0 5c¢,n
13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): M@K/ ‘5_4 ~eiel s
ALTA  dgen -c.,c/zga_z;_l.«..f W—/LZE/ Ay anlchidg derd o Paa LeAond e o .

:

4, Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 24 "'“"L%f"‘d’

L5. Other observers: *om 2. M~ TT '}"y‘"’"’ L. 6( e ’e‘“’s %“‘/“'I ARG
M | TeA vy Cloanet. Corazin, b2 MM AUt
l6. Did the others agree with your idantification? w ‘ Wﬁ{_, Camarida 4
a2 —
:7. Other observers who independently identified this bird: & LTene Jr %"’"' m,
: R e Hagea , Facak e ety
-8. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description-
B ande o FeonTA /f*/m'uca .éy Aot lln cemgy Sngin Aad. £ee’
dnm/‘bt&m elangd & e/ o)
Biide of Gaslipn, NAT drerin Ly Aogot % Frao

9. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? g/"" ’sz/:”

ﬁﬁ—”"’b— %’:\-d- 0/?«‘ 4/5‘6’\” Address: //32 %thm ’Qd‘

Sig ture

Date: /5/ ._?// 727/ City, State: 7% ‘ZZ/Zé;‘ﬂ- N Jf"ﬁ/"ﬂl
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1f you wat
describe your ©
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ch birds solely for your own enjoyment, there really is no need to

bservations 1T writing. But, if you have seen something unusual and

want to share this experience with others, & written description is essential. It is

true your imme
your report wi
the bird students 1

diate friends who know and respect your ability probably will accept
thout question, but what about those who do mot know you, particularly
00 years from now who cannot know you? Also, what about the habitual

skeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of regional bird 1ists who
probably will insist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics will

investigate your ob
they ordinarily expe
realizes it or not,

If'your
verification

observation involves a rare species, OT a common species out of season, yverification

servation not because they assume you are WIong, but merely because
ct verification. Whether the individual demanding verification
in doing so, he is employing 2 pbasic rule of the scientific method.

observation involves a common species during a season of abundance,
is achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the

{s not obtained easily and special documentation is necessary. 1Ihe best documentation

is a collected specimen,
evidence. HOwever,
accumulated by the
sight records are

1t must be emphasi

effort to perpetuate 2

preserved for a

expe

and many bird students insist this is the only acceptable

others recognize the importance and reliability of sight records
rienced field observer, and maintain that even extraordinary
acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verifying description.

zed that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an
record by obtaining concrete .evidence which may be permanently
11 to examine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary

observation irrespective of the observer. '

1t should also b

e pointed out that with the great photagraphic equipment now

available, species jdentification from photographs are possible. Such species

documentation are

large museums.

highly desirable and should be sent to the state editors or to
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa %
. gl
What species? Mississippi Kite (1edinia mss;,;ss'.p_p.'ensis) How many? | aduld
Location? (4 rdinaf Marsh

Type of habitat? £dae of woods near opan cattail maysh

When? date(s): MauJ\ 29 1978 time: [l /S amto 11304,

Who?your name and address: Fruncis L. Moove 336 Fairfieid S€. Watecloo, JA s0703

others with you: IQUSSCH F/&jf, Tom Stone Sv.

others before or after you: Noae

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of.aH parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Tfnz— l:lrcl was -Pl:jinj h'eA:- #‘-‘— e,JJL 0\0 Ha. wood s wLev\ Someé oné sfa*t‘-lz.J 7{- .ﬂ’[a;nj
fam He N.€ side of Ha b mavsh doward Ho soodl. A Livst semeona
Called 14 a Mevlin but when | looked a.,‘é_ 14 “\WU% my binoeslars
:mr}\ed.k&lj notdsed Hat Ha bivd had a Ve ry [ight coloved head unlike
anu Mevlin that | had ever seen. Tie w]nﬁs weve Poin‘l(ci alot ke
a‘e{xlum‘s winss bot tha il was one seolid Jsrkjrp,j toler and ——
+o0 [on—j 'ﬁv a -pa.(cav\ it wes also was sfna.bh-}- and ot wedge SLa_fxa(
ltke a faleon. A+ $hat time | (ocated He bivd in my telescope and
Pollowed 1+ Lo He vest of Hha viewin time with 1. T"\'\—pu\ﬁlo‘. Hee
tCLzsropL He 4atl was a V&f’j"l""’l’f chaveeal 4o black colov. Fha bd—”ﬁj
and bveast were a ltght g4oe celor, Tle foct weve yellow a5 was the
reay portion of Hu bill. The Ront of He bill was black. The wings,
upper and lowey Surﬁ,c—t-—s,w&re. o davik ﬁ«yﬁ_ CO[dr‘l, The unJer*{'ﬂLi’ CoY&r+5
were a \H‘H‘L “31“1'5" n ecolov than He bd”ﬂ and lb'wedls{. The éd,"/(- wa s
a dayl 0“"3 Colov 'H-L Same as "LLA Wu'nj s, Tle ‘u-a..:l was +L¢ st S‘/vik)n.

pa.r«l—op tvd aboudf the Same coloy as Ha vndev- dall eover1s, a very liqht
ﬁ-m.:) 4-5 = Cd/dr‘_ Nea Sonj was A.uu-cl Continved 6 bd.of.'_,

Similar species and how eliminated: white-tuiled Kite does net have as dark a
bacl as +his bivd had and is also teo lght befpw. This bicd deficbil, did weoi have
a doeply forked Juil as a Swallew-failed Kite wooid have had, :

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? _Alo

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Sunhj, f.xce.l'lén"l' \fltud:nj Cor\clltion.s‘ appe X 200 Cee,‘\' ok Ccloses Using 71X s0
p¢n+nv bina(ula,-‘rs and 30511.14,“ .Spq,cemas{er 2aXbo ﬂ\_@_sc.up_e,

Previous experience with species and similar ones: No e€xpevience with this species

References and persons consulted before writing description: Bobbins afiter Mkind nefes

How long before field notes made? S min, this form completed? 5 years (O months

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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