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Mississippi Kite Record Number: 81-ML 
29 May 1978 Classification: A-D 
Cardinal Marsh, Winnesheik Co., IA 
*Tom Stone Jr., *Francis Moore 

DOCUMENTATION 

Tom Stone Jr. 
Francis L. Moore (also field notes sent later) 

LETTER 

Francis Moore to Tom Kent, 30 Aug 1984 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 48:72 
Records Committee: IBL 55:56 

VOTE (1981): I-II, 4-III, 2-IV 
IV, Francis Moore saw this bird and agrees with ID. In light 

of #11 being a very unlikely date and #12 rejected by Records 
Committee, I remain doubtful. 

III, Francis Moore may be able to shed more light on this 
record. 

III, documentation by other obs. eg Francis Moore. 
II, Can 8 observers, 4 of whom also ’independently’ saw bird, 

be wrong? . 
III, Description O.K. but not great. Important features seen. 

I question why other observers did not document, e.g. Moore. 
REVOTE (by mail, after receiving documentation from material from 
Moore): 5-III, 2-I1V : 

III, at least. 
IV, I wrote asking for field notes, but did not get a 

response. Both Moore and Stone descriptions fit Mississippi Kite. 
Moore saw yellow base to bill, Stone did not. Stone say dark eye 
lores, Moore did not. Stone saw banded under tail, Moore did not. 
It seems highly likely that this was a Mississippi Kite, but 
Stone identified an Apr 12 bird the next year that seems unlikely 
and Moore delayed 5 years 10 months in reporting and did not 
produce his orginal notes. I think reporting has improved since 
1978. 

IV, Two hour difference in time of observation 11:15-11:30 AM 
vs. 1:05 to 1:45. If this can be logically explained I would 
consider a 3 vote. Moore’s notes better than Stone’s. Why a 5 
year delay in getting them? , 

III, The bird seen must have impressed Moore. So much so, that 
he seeks to get it approved at this late date. But there are 
several questions I have: Why now, after five years, has Moore 
sent the record for review? On what basis is Moore’s ‘new’ 
document? On memory? Factual, descriptive notes taken during or, 
recently after, the sighting? Also, why do the documentations 
vary so widely in time? Finally what will be gained by accepting 
the record? Will it be an unequivocal recent record for the Kite, 
or will it be a check mark for Moore. What is the impetus? 

III, Excellent description, even allowing for passage of time. 
Field notes made at time. Corroborating sighting by Stone adds 
credence, even though rejected at time. (I suggest resubmission 
of Waubonsie State Park records submitted by Stone).



Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 08/27/93 
Mississippi Kite | 29 May 1978 RC No. 81-ML (cont) 

REVOTE (with original field notes from Moore, at meeting, 8 Sep 
1984): 7-III



Halmi, N. S., 1978, Field reports. Iowa Bird Life 48:72 

Diurnal Raptors. The Mississippi Kile has been extirpaled from Iowa since 
1890. But it breeds again in s. Illinois, and has been recently seen in c. I}linois, 
Wisconsin and s. Minnesota, so ils reappearance in Iowa was not entirely sur- 
prising. On May 29, Tom Stone, Jr., 13, informed me over the lelephone that he and 
7 others had observed a while-headed, black-tailed kite at Cardinal M., near 
Cresco inn. lowa. The description was supported by wrillen documentation. There 
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Summary of Review of an Ornitnologic Observation ~ ‘ gym 

by the Records Committee 
v 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

SPECIES: MISSISSIPPI KITE 

DATE SEEN: May 29, 1978 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Cardinal Marsh, Winneshiek County 

OBSERVERS: Francis Moore 

DATE OF REVIEW:  i9gy 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Circulation by mail to Committee; discussion at meeting, 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: ead 

COMMENTS: 

Some doubts were raised about this record, primarily due to the 
long delay before submission, and some minor discrepancies between 
the details submitted and those submitted by Tom Stone. 
However later submission of the original field notes convinced the 
Committee of the correctness of the observation. These excellent 
notes allowed acceptance of Iowa's first record of this species, 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee : 
Il = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

IIIf = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members. 
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FIM 
Middlewestern Prairie Region © | 0 

,e (Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) . | 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

species__ Miss iOS pf | K ité +‘ Selene W) 

3. Location___‘ (<= Cardiral JMaret pear Create 

4. Date: Teey ZF 5. Time Bird seen: /, OS to /,, YS 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the Eteid): 

Si2e4 = ntheg 7 | awh 26a tet 

ee AALe. bash grad unth abet tak. wee $e - 
7. Description PY voice, if heard: mer hic Urr_ZUR oe. 

8. Description gl behavior: opel lan canaanning phemenviring , Mk 

9. Habitat - General *Zteh, es A een eg he "fs Ae 1 hac atl ne. daesrsittin specific: re Alpe eer MO jo Manriahey UU Lordered Ath iti tl, “i G 
10, Similarly appearing ths which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, hietaia: 
is prs patton i far Mack ‘pnncatdieHe and Xinne pre Ale , | 

YNirat Pea we Pan Oe i 11. Distance (how measured)? Co - Lite at pias» 12. Optical equipment: 7 @* /2 plishhnel weia- Juslgce ae grt; four Lincturlars, ZO x 60 See pe 
13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): anoiy cher els 

ATH Aten iffiartig aherthy arte anrtsig irs Ja Cero bak, each s 
14, Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 4 oo: peaaeal 

L5. Other observers: Kom LZ, Mere IP hip Som 1, Lene p Aus Meayste. anene 
Meme y SA LGhr FA Coumry doe Harmar, AneCanitte 

\6. Did the others agree with Net sad feo : forme Camara +s ; 

./. Other observers who independently identified this bird: fon Ltlone Jr: Fem RE, 
Kvbe Lasse ? FAcwk se Peo eg 

-8. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

BAv2de of Hor Aminica by Kettin any Senger Aad back 
ALLO te tui Cust 

Bytde vf ELastinn Det Cleerien £6 @ KEGL Rog A Ether 

9. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? Suc Aap 

Bic Ltt Ltne Pe: + Sim Address: fi s2 BWeodmagr LR 
ture 

Date: wer / 5 irae 2e/ City, State: Zi aHilirg Lenn 

(over) 
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 10 writing. 
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diate friends w

ho know and re
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lity probably
 will 

but what abo
ut 

the bird stude
nts 100 years 

from now who c
annot know you

? 

And most impor
tantly, 

record 

want to share 

your report w
ithout questi

on, 

skeptics? 

probably will 
insist that 

But, if you have see
n something unu

sual and 

a written descr
iption is essen

tial. It is 

accept 

those who do not
 know you, part

icularly 

Also, what abou
t the habitual 

what about the 
compilers of re

gional bird lis
ts who 

s be scientific
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e they assume

 you are wron
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y because 
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y expect verif
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realizes it o
r not, in doing S°, 

If your observat
ion 

observation
 involves 4 

rare 

is not obtained
 easily and sp

ecial document
ation is neces

sary. 

and many bird 
students insist

 this is 

others recogni
ze the importa

nce and reliabi
lity of sight r

ecords 

experienced fi
eld observer, 

and maintain t
hat even 

acceptable if 
accompanied by

 an adequate v
erifying 

is a collected
 specimen, 

evidence. However, 

accumulated by
 the 

sight records 
are 

It must be emp
hasized that 

record b 
effort to perp

etuate 4 

preserved for 
all to examine

. 

observation 

It should also 
be pointed out

 that with 

available, spec
ies 

involves 4 com
mon species du

ring a season 
of 

yerification i
s achieved sim

ply by returni
ng there again

 in season. 

y obtaining con
crete 

This procedure 
is required for

 

irrespective of
 the observer. 

’ 

identification
 from photogra

phs 

Whether the in
dividual demand

ing verificatio
n 

he is employing
 4 pasic rule o

f the scientifi
c method. 

abundance, 

If, however, the
 

a common species
 out of season,

 verification 

The best documen
tation 

the only accepta
ble 

extraordinary 

description. 

a request for
 documentatio

n is not an 
affront, but 

an 

evidence which 
may be permanen

tly 

every extraordi
nary 

the great phot
ographic equi

pment now 

are possible. 
Such species 

documentation 
are highly desi

rable and shou
ld be sent to 

the state edit
ors oF to 

large museums.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sabato in Iowa x. 

What species? Mississippi Kite (teliain mississippiensis) How many? | adutt on 

Location? Girdinal Marss 

Type of habitat? Edge ob anal « néay open cattail marsh 

When? date(s):_May 29, 1/978 time: [le /Samto__ Il Z0am. 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore 336 ba: Lied a Waterloo, IA S703 

others with you: | for Heys, ‘Tom Sbone, Se. 

others before or after you: None 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The bird was Ll ying hear He edge of He Woods when Some one spotted it Flying 

fam tHe NE. side of Ha open marsh coward the south. At first someone 

Called i+ oa Merlin bot when | looked at i+ throvah my binoeclars | 

immediate ly notioed that tHe bivd had a very Light colored head ountiiie 

any Mevlin Hak l had ever Seen. 7s wing 5 were Pointed alot kee 

a aleoen's Wing 5 but Hea dri | Was Bne solid dayk vey Cooler ank Seemeg 

too long Ae Q AGTT it Wes alse Wea $ stralah + aud not wedae shaped 

like a daleon. A+ that time | located the bird in mu telescope aud 

Ps lowe d 1+ bs He vest ot the eee & time with If, Tho oah He 

telescope He doit was & Very dave chareeal to black color. Fhe belly 

and breast were a Noe wes calor. The feet lu eve ye Ilo us 4% wat ta 

rea y Portion ot Ha cI]. The en + of tlhe bill was black. The wing S, 

Upper ana lou ey gu rteses ~were a&H davk vat Cole re The oe Lait cover ts 

Were @ little Ligh tey in olov than tHe belly and preest. The back Wa § 

a dayk awes coloy dle Same as tHe Win 4 s, The head was the a 
shikin 

arey ie : Calor. No Son 4 was heard. Contin ved On back, 

Similar species and how eliminated: white-tiiled Kite does oe ter 

back as this bivd had and is also feo Nght below. This i a es aa 
a deeply frked tailas a Swallew-driled Kite wood ane had. 4 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A/o 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Sunny, exeellent Viewin conditions. appre x 2OO Font at Closest USing VX §O 

Pex tay binodvlars ana Bushnell § pacemas te, WK bo telescope. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: No experience with this species 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Robbins after maleing notes 

How long before field notes made? SS min, this form completed? 5 years 10 months 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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As the bivd flew over He epen marsh while watching it Hwogl 
Hae 20 X VO fe lascope many times | saw ret a 3 dragon flies pow i 

eat : dre wing. [+ cau ght and ate abou ta dozen dvogon flies 

as watclud anda (+ wes always in thse Airy. Tin birds flight 

pattern rtm indeed me of Qa SwaQ llow, tho nations if fwisted aud dove 

atter de dragon tlies, It was a. Hive gr
ace fu bird in tha aly, 

And flew a let [lke a Lavge Siva leu. There 1s w doubt in. 

vn mind as feo whether this is & Mississippi Ki teor not. | Sau 

tHe bird a. OW long time th vou gh m telesce pe OvA am Svre of
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