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NA, The best field mark in support of the identification is
the yellow bill. The perception of pupil size and amount of white
in the speculum seem more subjective. Unfortunately, the head
shape was not described. According to the NGS Guide, the bill on
Common Goldeneye is "rarely all dull yellow." In view of the far
greater likelihood of the Common, and the difficulty of
separating the two, we should probably take the conservative
approach here.

NA, The only characteristic suggestive of Barrow's Goldeneye
is the yellow bill. Female Common Goldeneyes generally have a
black bill with yellow tip but can very rarely have an entirely
yellow bill. There are subtle differences in the white wing
patches between the two species, but they are visible only in
flight. My references don't mention any differences in pupil
size. The best distinguishing field marks for female goldeneyes
are head shape and bill shape.

NA, Female Common and Barrow's are notoriously difficult to
separate. Best marks are the head and forehead contours and bill
shape. Bill color can be deep orange or yellow-orange in the
western population in adult and all or partly dusky orange in
imm. female.

NA, While the yellow bill is very suggestive of Barrow's
Goldeneye, pupil size is not useful field mark. Head shape, bill
shape, and angle of forehead must be noted to separate the
goldeneyes. The differences in the amount of white in the wing
are best noted in flight.

NA, Head shape and bill size are the most critical features in
distinguishing Barrow's from Common Goldeneye. Neither was
mentioned. Some Common Goldeneye females are said to have yellow
bills. The difference in amount of white in the wing said to be
subtle.

NA, Possible due to yellow bill, but no other field marks
noted, such as head shape. Common Goldeneye on occasion can have
a yellow bill.

NA, I need more complete details before I accept this bird.



M it 1P &R M bt ey Wi S ol - w AR v o -

What species? (%urroudl> (70)0’12!]{‘}/-2. How many? l (Fema/e) q4-o§
Location?_fJe Sofo Rend Natiems] w:ldl:fs ﬂef@}-e Mo spurs Vallry, Fowa ]
Type of habitat?_Lale fost
When? date(s): F{LﬁuM? 28, 1949 time: 4,00 (1] to4uq M
Who?your name and address: hsh Cbrechy 3274 336%4 Minden L4 S1553
others with you: Vaye Obpecl:r

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

’TJW. L’n\FA l)c\a o bﬂ?wﬂ:gl\ 8 ’6‘;“{5{ L\.u\.d! Was (’w‘fl(r,‘/.(‘ M SIIZQ Qnd;k:)ﬂe/qnal 1 oy I‘}ﬂd}'"{‘-"’h >
Vo and all ¢ did wes swim, The bl web yt“aw n colel, f]\Q- Q\/Q Wa o }/QHM with & SMQII/M’Z
)LLL ﬂf.(k a5 &'"‘f“ﬂ ‘foﬂy'}uf rks L“m] (,L’r";f 10 He bcc.]'y! TLL Sfttklum L‘ldq },’p}.f{, UL,'R on :.,Lf and H"JL
L’f‘QL{":F ‘(r\ll bcé{\{ we ?“Qf o m{"r,

Similar species and how el iminated: (ommen Gclalg_we_ T el'miakd thes specles ouf bacanse Hao
L:‘,\d l Lo ;\‘\d Of]l‘-{ q L"Hu LJLFF\- on f[ﬂl Sﬂﬂ('qfqm C\ﬂd =% f.:.”'\j( QHib\.' 5‘;’9 W\?‘k Q 'c"?"‘\/!/liﬂ’lfl -1.!& Comman_
L-’“‘*&.’]Q,’E hat a le} ok le-% en ka ‘1/)&\“_ uluwm qn.cf a "11"5& th)rlxrq Hyu:_ 4:,(‘

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?/ﬁ@

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
L was }m:dng’r Hha visiper'y eatr and tha lyhtlay 7ae/de qnd sups'de was geod, T €54 mak Hy t’ff‘smce
bepwtan Hha by and myse(® a5 beiny abeur Asyards, Lowsed blroculanrs ko gera Lepes view <& ph blng,

Previous experience with species and similar ones:No/<

References and persons consulted before writing description:im Fuller and Mowion Audbon Sedery
Frald bulde to Nervh Amssian Binds | Easidta Regilun

How long before field notes made? d oLbe this form completed? /BL}cJ¢45

I 7

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




