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VOTE: 7 NA 

NA, The best field mark in support of the identification is 

the yellow bill. The perception of pupil size and amount of white 

in the speculum seem more subjective. Unfortunately, the head 

shape was not described. According to the NGS Guide, the bill on 

Common Goldeneye is "rarely all dull yellow." In view of the far 

greater likelihood of the Common, and the difficulty of | 
separating the’ two, we should probably take the conservative 

approach here. 

NA, The only characteristic suggestive of Barrow's Goldeneye . 

is the yellow bill. Female Common Goldeneyes generally have a 

black bill with yellow tip but can very rarely have an entirely 

yellow bill. There are subtle differences in the white wing 
patches between the two species, but they are visible only in 

flight. My references don't mention any differences in pupil 
size. The best distinguishing field marks for female goldeneyes 
are head shape and bill shape. 

NA, Female Common and Barrow's are notoriously difficult to 

separate. Best marks are the head and forehead contours and bill 

shape. Bill color can be deep orange or yellow-orange in the 

western population in adult and all or partly dusky orange in 

imm. female. , 

NA, While the yellow bill is very suggestive of Barrow's 

Goldeneye, pupil size is not useful field mark. Head shape, bill 

shape, and angle of forehead must be noted to separate the 

goldeneyes. The differences in the amount of white in the wing 
are best noted in flight. 

NA, Head shape and bill size are the most critical features in 

distinguishing Barrow's from Common Goldeneye. Neither was 

mentioned. Some Common Goldeneye females are said to have yellow 
bills. The difference in amount of white in the wing said to be 

subtle. 

NA, Possible due to yellow bill, but no other field marks 

noted, such as head shape. Common Goldeneye on occasion can have 

a yellow bill. 

NA, I need more complete details before I accept this bird.
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What species? oF Mews Goldeneye How many? | (Female) GG4-0f 

Location? [Je Soto Rend Nationgl wildlife Kefucg Mis spues Valley, Fowa : 

Type of habitat? Lalo, fost 

When? date(s): Februy 24/111 time: 4 00 fm to Ye fm 

Who?your name and address: sl, Obre ch __ 33174 336" 5 Minden TA SissF 

others with you: Yuare Obrec hr 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The Wied had OW browarsh CO loved hood was duckl: lee m” 5,2 and ¢hope, and = Cou ld not haa ps 
J 

Vora ad all Mt Aid wes swim, The bil was yellow i” color, the “ye Was yellow vith 
-« small Jupil 

the neck \WW4s compact bslaping 4 baad close to the body, the Speculum hed @ Hitle w hike on re, cn Ho 

breage ard boy Were Gry a oo ler, 

Similar species and how eliminated: Commen Ge ldeneve. T el\minq ted plas species out because Hw 
bd L saw Aad only A Werte white on the Spoculum and a lange yellow eye with & sae ll Dyyd I, the Commer 
Leldeneye had a lo} of White on tHe 9 PRk Klum and & kirge pape in Khe Lye, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Al 0 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

FE was Inside of rhe visitor's Conner and the Wyhting racrde and sup s/(de was geod, LT esp'mar the dispaneg 

berwaen le bird and myselt a> bey dbeuk Asyards, T used biecutars ho gehe Lepr yrew <b ph bg, 

Previous experience with species and similar ones:\)o& 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Jim Fuller and (Variona Audubon Secery 
Field Galde te Werth dmeiian binds, Easdeta Keg is 

How long before field notes made? df dai this form completed? 44 dave 
a 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


