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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING
Black Scoter (1 female or imm. male), 11 Nov 1983
Col fax sand pits, Jasper Co., lowa.
Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City IA 52240
Dther observers: Pete FPetersen, Carl Bendorf, Tom Staudt
Time: 9:30 - 10:10

Habitat: Sand/gravel pits along Interstate BO north of Colfax.
River bottom land area.

"Black Scoter——size of scaup it was with, 2/3 size of male
White—-winged Scoter it was with. All dark black/brown except for
light gray patch covering lower face below eye. Bill relative small
and forehead not straight like White—winged. The White-winged
Scoter was all dark (black) except for white wing patch and mark at
eye." The size contrast and lack of white wing patch were seen well
as the two scoters flew by together. Carl saw a light belly on the
Black Scoter. On the water the Black Scoter had a small pointed
tail that angled up at 45 degrees.

Song: not heard

Behavior: swimming and flying

Conditions {(distance, light, optical equipment)
30 yards in flight, 60 yards in water; sunny, various angles; Bx
binoculars, 20x scope, &0x questar

Similar species: Ruddy Duck not as brown/black, face patch less
distinct, and head and bill shape different.
Female Surf and White-winged scoters have divided and less
extense face patch and straighter forehead; White-winged has
white wing patch.

Agreement: all agreed

Frevious experience: Have seen one female in Iowa; also on West
Coast and Al aska.

References/time used: Looked at field guides while viewing.

Time of notes/typed: notes 15 min; typed 3 1/2 hours.



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD ¥ 3=2o
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Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of

the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-

teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):
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8. Description of behavior: lghrep
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16. Did the others agree with your identification? yes
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa §$3-30

What species? Besere  Scozem How many? /
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 7

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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References and persons consulted before writing description:
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240




