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VOTE: 5-II, 2-abstain 
II, well described bird.



¥ 3-30 
nd 

DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Black Scoter (1 female or imm. male), 11 Nov 1983 

Colfax sand pits, Jasper Co., Iowa. 

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City IA 52240 

Other observers: Pete Petersen, Carl Bendorf, Tom Staudt 

Time: 9:30 —- 10:10 

Habitat: Sand/gravel pits along Interstate 80 north of Colfax. 

River bottom land area. 

"Black Scoter--size of scaup it was with, 2/3 size of male 

White-winged Scoter it was with. All dark black/brown except for 

light gray patch covering lower face below eye. Bill relative small 

and forehead not straight like White-winged. The White-winged 

Scotter was all dark (black) except for white wing patch and mark at 

eye." The size contrast and lack of white wing patch were seen well 

as the two scoters flew by together. Carl saw a light belly on the 

Black Scoter. Gn the water the Black Scoter had a small pointed 

tail that angled up at 45 degrees. 3 | 

Song: not heard 

Behavior: swimming and flying 

Conditions (distance, light, optical equipment?) 

30 yards in flight, 60 yards in water; sunny, various angles; 8x 

binoculars, 20x scope, 60x questar | 

Similar species: Ruddy Duck not as brown/black, face patch less 

distinct, and head and bill shape different. 

Female Surf and White-winged scoters have divided and less 

extense face patch and straighter forehead; White-winged has 

white wing patch. | 

Agreement: all agreed 

Previous experience: Have seen one female in Iowa; also on West 
Coast and Alaska. 3 , 

References/time used: Looked at field guides while viewing. 

Time of notes/typed: notes 15 min; typed 3 1/2 hours.



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF : 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD ¥ 3-50 

1. Species Back SlohEr | 2. Number / 

3. Location__Van Dueseldocp ly) tand 4 brucl pt  CplFak La. 

4. Date: Movember I/ 1993 5. Time Bird Seen: /.40,,, to 7-4 «, 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 

. Description of voice, if heard: 

the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

on water’ Jacke gay 1 2G bij! ryundled head, WEad, 
nape, thd ail upper bal y parts black, srusd y bch ae 

Face bélow EVE , jn cludsn cAin, Threat and EX tend n 

77 Gritulat and dawn thé 3idés of throat of F an 

tv Wak gray. Facial ruthcry was lanl nous Ne machings 
wi Then. / 

1a Pirgat: upper wi Ng § at!) plath 

Facig rrtrhs ng 5 

EXCUSE THE pmo pe C rion’ | 

4 pderw'ng b Jaca bhidie 3 wth TAE wh TE hEré 1s not 
AN Spf 

Wher sSecondar'es © PR mar cKs . rae leg antl of it Contact c 
smallév ¥5 $772k Than WANKEL - Ating hed SlOFEL . akin Lbdy t- an 

of 

Te tate Map “8 igi g 8. Description of behavior: 

9. Habitat - general: aspen arta, en C shyefOd pan’ in alHve san/ $Gfevel per. 

specific: | 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 
other Scooters wvuld park dath chia and trhloat. white-witngkd haS wheth Stconder ming patch, 
Sat scater would havbk GAP amudgrs 44 Fh bub oThhLw ye 41) b/4ee. 
Ruddy Dack wate has a white fale patch but davher throat. Female Ruddy has @ ink Throngh Fac patch, 

11. Distance (how measured)? | 12. Optical equipment: "tar 
. . a 4 off « 

1X brascu lar $ - 

2GX Scofl 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
wet abt TO partly Sanny : 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 
Mone wth This SPECVNES. Two previa4s 6-9 AF ings of WANE -miAhed s color 

orAE of gavF Scotter. 

15. Other observers: car! Bendoré, 70m Kent, Lele Kehersen 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? yes 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
Mational GEagraph.l's néw Birds of Marth Pmarica Field guedt | | 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 
Notés hen apie 6 ¢ghT ef ter absérvahien of scriptian written about 3 hyars laler 

Signature: Thank TS 7Aad + Address: Fil WV Sammst _ 

Date: Msytmber ll 463 __City, State: Top Ole 
a see ———- — be



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ¢% 2_3 

What species? Buscr ScozéER | How many? / 7 

Location? Yaw Dussecpore Sfwo Ure - Cogfry Exyr oF L£-80. 

Type of habitat? Avesesme Sytteo Pon0s _frowwsd Shun PTs, 

When? date(s): //  )Awusmser !763 time: Fi3jokm to 7' +5 fm. 

Who?your name and address: Cpec  Acammer B25 774 he Loug Git 

others with you: Tou ThA. Tan, Stautt DHA. lf 

others before or after you: O7geas  _ Logsep Aur Buen Aor FA 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. | 

We ntact tuo dua: bbe bids an ima: ih Tay {yhs UP ot heLeed 

ray A hele -m JS Seka . in along sick Ans ans cane 

bt tas 25% 1m 

Nita bus Ainchack oY a bai O ue stan Sega. we i Asyuel 

5 ae rua KK BLL Cx aept rn a well hebrurcab/ 
Conte, yey gh - Ora Ua a, lu. chek up Gitte. Te 

“Smilin to hune ty pial Guegen Onk lower. ~rgyle 4 
| Utncyd sate. Bio hme = blades benalL Ash 
Shaped . | 

Whe, ads itd , wed a A at 4 : 
Blade Sate. yy Lessa 
(hanat re. bla Seah, ’ 

Similar species and how eliminated: Oy, ye Stet- eh: 

Well defined Light Cheek tn og lek th. ee ies) 4 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? zg. 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Estimbel 4O-/504dS. %&/ 7x35 Big Gl BOX Quester. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Leste J erally Ave (rake 

blir Sata Sar a Di tas 
e References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? 30 wuts. _ this form completed? lq Bays. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 


