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VOTE: 3-I-P, 1-II (I-P?), 1-II, 1-IV, 1-V 

V, The bird appears to be a Bean Goose of eastern subspecies 
(based on bill) without signs of captivity. The only thing 
lacking is precedence for vagrancy for this species. Shouldn’t we 
wait for more to show up before we ’count’ this one? 

IV, Despite strong likelihood it was a wild bird it is 
impossible to be 100% sure. Much like Bl-bel. Whistling Duck case 
but that was examined for feather wear and rejected. Report on 
the other two Eurasian species certainly distracts from 
acceptance. 

II (I-P?), Lucky, lucky Iowa. Finally a bird Minnesota would 
kill to get!! 

I-P (possibly should abstain), I have no doubt that this was a 
wild bird. The extremely long and tapered bill strongly suggests 
Middendorfi race, which is virtually never kept in captivity. The 
parallel occurrence of the other Siberian species in N. America 
the past year or so is also strongly suggestive of a source for 
this bird. 

I-P, You’ve even got a precedent for this now, Tom. One 
considered (wrongly, probably) an escape was seen in Washington 
March-> April 6, 1984 (latest American Birds). As a committtee we 
should write an article on this sighting explaining why we 
accepted it (or, heaven forbid, why we didn’t). I consider the 
Swan Goose record frustrating but irrelevant; they are common in 
captivity but increasingly rare in the wild. The Bean Goose is so 
unattractive and so rare in captivity that it would probably only 
be found in the kind of collection that would mark and/or pinion 
a Bean Goose. 
REVOTE (at meeting, 18 May 1985, with photos): 6-I-P, 1-VI
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Bean Goose in The Midlands 
BARBARA WILSON, R.R. 1 Box 41, HASTINGS, IA 

During the DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge Christmas Bird Count, Rick 
Wright, Alan Grenon, Dave Starr, and Betty Grenon sighted an unprecedented 
Bean Goose (Anser fabililis) in a flying flock of seven adult White-fronted Geese 
(Anser albifrons) and later watched it more closely on the gound. 
Although the observers are known to be highly skilled and reliable, this report 

was not greeted with enthusiasm. Surely an odd Anser would be difficult or 

impossible to identify. Surely the bird (if not simply an abnormal White-front) was 
an escape. And surely no one would see the bird again anyway. It was recorded but 
dismissed immediately from mind. 

Nonetheless, Nancy Curry, a refuge employee, searched for the goose and she 
relocated it a few days later. She alerted other birders throughout the midlands 
and the national birding hotline was called. Thus provoked the birding 

community turned its attention to this improbably sighting, came to see the bird, 
and began to address the questions of its identification and origin. Subsequently, 
the Iowa Records Committee evaluated the sighting. 

This unusual bird was publicized in the Omaha World Herald (Anon., 1985; 
Thomas, 1985 a, b, c) as well as the national and Iowa birding hotlines, and DeSoto 
Wildlife Refuge was held open for observers. Perhaps as many as 1,600 visitors 
came to see the Bean Goose. Most visitors came from Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, 

and Missouri, but others came from Maryland, Washington, New Hampshire, 
Colorado, Washington D.C., New York, Minnesota, Massachusetts, and, of all 
places, Finland. Many of the visitors were not what I would call serious birders but 
came to see this Siberian visitor so rare that the paper gave it front-page coverage. 

The goose was last seen on the merning of January 10. It had spent much of its 
time resting in DeSoto Bend, an oxbow of the Missouri River. The unsurveyed 
Iowa-Nebraska state line runs through this oxbow. Often the bird rested on what 
was Clearly the Iowa side of the bend, sometimes it swam in the middle, and it was 
also seen flying into Nebraska to feed. , 

The bird was a brown goose, larger than the White-fronts with it, with a longer 
neck and longer bill. It was a little smaller than the largest Giant Canada Geese 
(Branta canadensis maxima) with it. Eye dark. Neck brown with a rufous sheen, 
showing the furrows generally seen in Anser. Head and upper neck darker than the 
lower neck and body. Underside plain, grading from dark brown at the chin to pale 
gray breast, brownish belly, and white at the vent. There were black narrow 
vertical bars on the flanks and a white line continued the line of the closed wing. 

Upperparts gray brown with contrasting light edges to the back feathers. Light 
edging to the scapulars, greater coverts, and tertials. White edges of the 
secondaries formed parallel lines on the closed wing. Primaries dark. Underwings 
and area covered by the folded wing seemed dark gray blue. Tail dark with white 
tail coverts and white at the tip, as in the White-front. Legs bright orange. Bill 
distinctive: very deep at the base, very long (at least as long as the head), tapering 
to a narrow tip. Its profile invited comparison to swans or Canvasbacks. The bill’s 
basal 34 was black, then there was an orange band just before the black tip. This 
black tip was little more than the bill nail. 

The above description was written from documentations on file with the lowa 
Ornithologists’ Union, written by T. Bray, S. Dinsmore, A. Grenon, T. H. Kent, F. 
Moore, L. & B. Padelford, W. R. Silcock, B. L. Wilson and R. Wright. 

The bird was clearly a Bean Goose and the thick, long, dark bill suggests that it 
was a member of the eastern (Siberian) race A. F. middendorffii. However, 
identification of Bean Geese to subspecies in the field is apparently trickier than it 
seems in field guides. The subspecies have been defined by bill shape and bill 
color, but measured samples are small and both shape and color are variable 
within populations. As a result, there is disagreement on the limits of the named 
races (Ogilvie, 1978). Though naming it to subspecies may be inappropriate, the 

goose on the Iowa border seems to fit among the large, long-billed eastern races, 

not among the European forms. 
More difficult than identification is the problem of the origin of this unlikely 

visitor to the midlands. The Bean Goose is a common goose throughout the Old 
World arctic regions. It nests in both the tundra and adjacent forested areas. It 
migrates south into Europe and Asia for the winter. Indeed, its name refers to its 
habit of foraging in Europe’s cultivated bean fields in winter. 

Since the Bean Goose nests far east in Siberia, it would take only a simple 
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error in navigation to bring one flying southeast into North America rather than 
south or southwest into its normal wintering ground. The species isconsidered a 
regular migrant in the Bering Sea (Farrand, 1983). Continental records have been 
few, but one was sighted in Washington from March to April 6, 1984 and was dis- 
missed as an escape but also reported to American Birds (Mattocks, 1984). 

Though the Bean Goose may have flown here as a result of individual error or 
accident, it may have been a part of the ‘‘Siberian Express’’, a series of weather 
conditions that brought an abundance of Asian species to North American in the 
fall and winter of 1983-1984. These included Rustic Bunting, Siberian Accentor, 
Stonechat, Bramblings, Siberian Ruby-throat, Whooper Swan, Smew, Slaty- 
backed Gull, and perhaps Washington’s Bean Goose (Lehman, 1984). This goose 
did appear to be an adult and may first have visited the midlands on the ‘Siberian 
Express’ and now returned to its familiary wintering range. There are several 
recent examples of birds that wintered in unusual places for a number of years ina 
row. 
While one may delight in creating scenarios that explain the natural arrival of a 

Bean Goose in the Midlands, one must consider the possibility that the bird’s origin 
was not natural at all. Could it have escaped from a captive waterflow collection? 

Many of those who saw the goose looked closely for signs of captivity. There 

were none. The bird had no bands, tags, or collars, no tatoos on its webs. It had all 

four toes on each foot and all seemed to be of normal length. The plumage 
appeared normal except for a few broken primaries in one wing: The hunting 
season ran through December 16 in areas of southwest Iowa and could easily 
explain this damage. The bird’s behavior did not seem abnormal in any way. 

Of course, all this evidence is negative, as it must be. Some birds wear clear 

evidence of captive origin but none wear signs declaring them to be of wild origin. 

Escaped captive birds usually die but if it lived a bird might lose any tags; tatoos 

might fade: its behavior might become normally wild. 
Our attention turns to a search for a location from which a Bean Goose might 

escape. The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and the Iowa Conservation 

Commission list no Bean Geese in these two states. Randy Rockwell, general 
curator at the Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha, knows of none in the midlands. Various 
waterfowl collectors questioned know of none. Indeed, some do not even know what 

a Bean Goose is. As of 1982, the ISIS inventory of animals in zoos listed one Bean 

Goose, in Buffalo, New York. The San Diego Zoo made an inventory of waterfowl in 
private collections. It listed no Bean Geese in 1982. Neither list is complete, but 
clearly the Bean Goose is rare in North American collections. Todd (1979, p. 358) 
lists the Bean Goose as common in captivity in Europe but rare in the U.S., with 
the eastern races A. F. middendorffii, serrifostris, and johanseni especially rare in 

captivity anywhere. 
The scarcity of captive Bean Geese is not surprising. This species may be a 

big, impressive goose but it too closely resembles the domestic species to be 
popular as an ornamental bird. One gets the impression that any collector serious 
enough to bother owning one would probably mark it and perhaps pinion it. 

A recent article (Ryff, 1984) gives a point of comparison. The author stresses 
that since the Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) is common in captivity, virtually 
all North American records of free-flying birds represent escapes. He compares it 
with the Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus), considered by some an 
isolated race of the Bean Goose. This form is relatively rare in captivity (eight 
birds listed by ISIS in 1982) and there are only four North American sightings, one 
unanimously accepted as a wild bird, one probably an escape, and two 
controversial. The Bean Goose appears to be rarer in captivity than the Pink- 
footed Goose and sightings can not automatically be dismissed as escapes. 

Evaluation of the Bean Goose record has been complicated by two sightings of
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unusual free-flying geese in western Nebraska. A hunter shot a Swan or Chinese 
Goose (Anser cygnoides) at Lake Lewellen, an arm of Lake McConaughy, on 
December 8, 1984, and for several days Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

personnel observed a pair of Bar-headed Geese (A. indica) at nearby Lake 
Ogallala in mid-February, 1985 (Cortelyou, 1985). 

The Swan and Bar-headed Goose sightings have not been accepted on the 
newest Nebraska state list (Bray et al., manuscript). The Swan Goose has long 
been domesticated in China and is common in North American waterfowl 
collections. Its native range in Asia is south of the Bean Goose’s range, making 
vagrancy to North America less likely. There are no accepted records of the 
species as a vagrant in North America or Europe. The Bar-headed Goose is also 
common in collections. Its native breeding range is in south-central Asia, east to 
Manchuria. It winters on the Indian subcontinent (Cramp and Simmons, 1977). No 
plausible scenario could explain the arrival of a truly wild Bar-headed Goose in 
Nebraska. 

The occurrence of these three unusual goose species in the same winter in the 
same state may be coincidence, particularly as Lake McConaughy is about 300 
miles west of DeSoto Bend. Some feel that all three species may have escaped or 
been released from one source; this would certainly discredit the possibility of a 
wild origin for the Bea Goose. Others, less reasonably, consider the presence of a 
wild Bean Goose at DeSoto Bend to be a precedent for accepting the Swan and Bar- 
headed Geese as wild birds. It seems best to judge each sighting on its own merits. 

The Iowa Records Committee evaluated the Bean Goose sighting. 
Identification was not considered a problem. Initially the record was narrowly 
voted own, due to the possibility of captive origin, but after additonal research the 
record was accepted (on 6-1 vote) as an additon to the Iowa state list. A major 
factor in accepting the record was the great rarity of the species in captivity on 
this continent. 

This unexpected and controversial sighting will no doubt enliven birder’s 
conversations for a long time to come. 
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THREE SPECIES OF SIBERIAN GEESE SEEN IN NEBRASKA 

At about 3800 PM on 29 December 1984, white participating in the 

DeSoto NWR Christmas Count, Betty Grenon, David Starr, and the authors, 

Rick Wright and Alan Grenon, flushed from near the west shore of the DeSoto 

Cut-off (Washington Co., Nebraska) a party of seven Greater White~-fronted 

Geese. With these seven geese was one distinctly larger, which drew our 

attention as the small flock flew above us for about five minutes. The larger 

bird displayed obvious damage to or loss of primaries on each wing. making 

it easier for the four of us to concentrate our observations on it and compare 

our impressions. 

Bean Goose, DeSoto NWR, January 1985 --- Photo by B. J, Rose, Omaha 

During this first in-flight sighting, each observer remarked independ- 
ently on the superior size of the bird in relation to the White-fronts. Even 
at approximately 200 m. the distinctive soft-part colors and pale face-patches 
of the White-fronted Geese were clearly visible through binoculars, while the 
larger bird showed a bill apparently all dark. Most striking at this time was 
the rather swan-like profile, the result of a long neck and head and long. 
sloping bill. We also noted the orange feet. showing no flash of aluminum, 
and the plain underparts, shaded from the dark neck to the very pale vent. 
At this point, suspecting that the bird might not be merely an aberrant immature 
Greater White-front (Bean Goose, Anser fabilis, was mentioned as a possibility), 
we left the area. 

We returned approximately half an hour later with spotting scopes, 
and found the flock still in the air; again the geese were at a considerable 
distance, but thanks to the excellent lighting and increased optical power, 
the large bird was even more clearly different. We estimated it to be 125% 
the size of its companions, with a propotionately longer neck and a markedly 
long head and bill profile. The bill was indeed dark, but at 22x showed a 
small light area at or near the tip. The underparts were as we had first 
observrd them, and the light feather edgings of the dorsal surface were evident. 
The bright feet were clearly seen to be without bands. 

We agreed that the bird probably was a Bean Goose, of unknown 
provenance, and prepared a documentation supoporting our belief. Copies 
were submitted to Nancy Curry, CBC Compiler; Babs Padelford, for American 
Birds; and Barb Wilson, for the lowa Records Committee (Nebraska having 
no such body for the rigorous evaluation of unusual sightings). These details 

are also available in the documentation file of the Editor of The Nebraska’ Bird 
Review. ¢
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The Bean Goose was found again 2 January 1985, by Nancy Curry. 
Before it left on 10 January it was seen by over 6,000 people, including the 
present authors, who spent the afternoon of 3 January watching it on the 
ice of the Cut-off, among about 200 Canada Geese of a large race. The Bean 
Goose was only slightly smaller than the Canadas, with a brown head and 
neck; neck furrows were visible, as they are in many of its congeners. The 
forehead was long, sloping into the long bill, which was dark but for a well-defined 
orange-yellow band at the tip; this mark went completely around both the 
mandible and the maxilla. The light edgings of the back feathers and upper 
wing coverts were conspicuous; there were white bands above and at the tip 
of the tail, as in the Greater White-fronted Goose. The feet were thick and 
bright orange, the surest way to pick the bird out quickly among the other 
geese. Good photographs were obtained by B. J. Rose, among others. 

This excellent sighting let us see definitely the lack of nasal markers 
and leg bands. Both hind toes were intact, and the webs, seen well in good 
light as the bird walked and preened, were free of tattoos. The absence 
of any of these legally required marks of captivity does not prove the goose's 
wild origin, but in conjunction with the bird's wariness and accomplished flight, 

suggests that its presence in Nebraska was unassisted. 
The bird's racial identity also supports the probability of natural 

occurrence. The large size and long bill with restricted color point to one 
of the east Palearctic races. While it was at DeSoto, the bird was generally 
essigned to middendorfi, although it seems to us now that the bill was perhaps 
not outside the range of serrirostris. Neither subspecies is known to be kept 
as a captive in the area, (but brachyrhynchus. variously treated as a race of 
the Bean Goose and as a distinct species, Pink-footed Goose, Anser brachyrhyn- 
chus, is present in the zoo at Omaha). That an escaped captive from elsewhere 
would occur at DeSoto seems not much more likely than that a wild individual 
should mingle with Greater White-fronted Geese in Siberia or Alaska and accompany 
them on their migration to the southern Great Plains; there is a strong inductive 
argument to be made from the occurrence (perhaps regular) of the Common 

Crane in flocks of Sandhill Cranes. Securing the specimen might have permitted 

a certain racial designation, minimally strengthening this geographic argument. 

We do not believe, however, that taking an unmarked bird could have finally 

settled the matter; the question of the bird's origin will be defintely resolved 

only if a waterfowl collector reports an escape in the fall or winter of 1984. 

Until then, though, we feel that wild provenance is the most satisfactory explanation. 

---Rick Wright, 11530 Westwood Lane, #33, Omaha, Neb. 68144 
Alan Grenon, 517 Benjamin, Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104 

(Mrs. Grenon added that they had the National Geographic guide 
with them in the field. From 2 to 10 January the interior of the Refuge, 

normally closed to visitors during the winter, was opened to visitors to allow 

them to see the Bean Goose. During that period 6,707 visitors were counted 

at the Refuge. This included 3,829 at the visitors' center, many of whom 

also looked for the Bean Goose. Visitors were recorded from New York to 

California, and Minnesota to Texas. When the Bean Goose was in with the 

other geese, on the ice, unless it was on the near side of the flock, observers 

might have a long wait until it stuck its head up and it could be recognized 

by the orange mark on the bill. Colder weather is believed to have caused 

some of the geese, including the Bean Goose, to move on after 10 January, 

presumably to refuges farther south, but the Bean Goose has not been reported 

since. Siberian Bean Geese do visit Alaska; the European forms are casual 

in Iceland , and have been reported in eastern Canada. Palmer ‘Handbook of 

North American Birds, 2, 116) cites records in Massachusetts, New York, and 

Delaware(this latter possibly an escapee); Peterson's new eastern guide cites 

only the first two two of these, under Pink-footed Goose. oe 

The newspaper reports of the Bean Goose brought news of another; 
Ruth Green wrote in Audubon Society of Omaha's 4 Bird's Eye Views, ZIV, 4, 3: 

Bill Craig, of Ogallala, read about last month's Bean Goose and he was just 

sure he and his friend had killed one on 8 December, at Lake Lewellen, which 
is an arm of Lake McConaughy. Since neither he nor the game warden could 
identify the bird, he carefully photographed it and saved the head and feet 
in hopes of finding someone who could identify it later .... After reading 
all of Fred Thomas' articles, he contacted him and related his story. His 
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account was passed on to me in hopes I could help. His description over 
the phone did not convince me it was a Bean Goose, so he. decided to mail 
it to me for closer inspection. It didn't take long to determine that it was 
in the same family of grey geese as the Bean Goose, but not a Bean Goose. 
The large, long, buffy head with a darker chestnut cap coming just below 
the eye, and running down the back of the neck to the mantle identified it 
as a Swan Goose, Anser cygnmoides. The size, shape, and coloring of this species 
stands alone, so there is really no possibility of confusion with other specics. 
It weighed nine pounds and it's “clean” appearance, plus the white around 
the bill, which the first-winter birds do not have, indicated a mature bird 

and the 98 mm culmen identified it as a male. At the time it was shot it was 
on the lake pretty much to itself, although there was a rather large flock 
of Canadas nearby. The wild species is indigenous to eastern Asia, just 
a little south of the range of the Bean Goose, and it winters in the Sea of 
Japan just as its cousin does. However, Swan Geese are fairly common in 
waterfowl collections, but most have been mixed with domestic birds over the 
years and there are few if any pure specimens in captivity, at least not in 
North America. Pure Swan Geese are very trim birds. long sloping forcheads 
and incredibly long and straight bills - all this describes the Ogallala bird 
perfectly. Domestic varieties on the other hand, are huge and cumbersome, 
often weighing up to 30 pounds, with a large frontal knob and much longer 
necks. Game birds raised in captivity are usually banded or marked on the 
feet in some way - this one was not. 

After Mrs. Green wrote this she learned from the Game Commission 
that four other Swan Geese had been taken in the area. 

In February 1985 the Game Commission reported that two Bar-headed 
a indicus, had been identified, in with Canadas on Lake Ogallala. 

y are common among game breeders and it is presumed that they are 
escapees. 

1984 (TWENTY-SEVENTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred seventy-eight species (plus the possibility that the 
Empidonax species was not one listed) from twelve locations are listed in this 
report. Comparable figures for previous years are 262 species from 10 locations 
in 1983, 269 species from 10 localities in 1982, and 277 specie: from 14 locations 
in 1981. 

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) 
order, with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost 
first. Two dates indicate the first and last records for the period. The 
symbols are; : 

Ji, Au, Sp, Ot, No, and Dm for the months. 
b in X column for observations made in Buffalo Co. 46 
c in X column for observations made in both Kearney and Phelps 

counties. 
f in X column for observations made in Phelps Co. 
k in X column for observation made in Kearney Co. 
P to indicate a species which is present all of the year, although 

the same individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers 
may vary greatly. 

(p) for probable permanent residents for which few or no records 
were made this year. 

- to indicate a species which arrived before 1 July and was 
reported on the Spring Occurrence Report. 

(s) - to indicate a species which probably arrived before 1 July 
but for which no record was made before 1 July. 

S - W to indicate much the same thing as P, but where the situation 
is not always the case. 

- W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but 
the lack of such an indication does not necessarily mean the species did not 
remain). 

X as a column heading for observations in Buffalo, Kearney, and/or 
Phelps counties. See comments under Buffalo. 

x when the exact date in a month is not known. 
* to indicate that there are comments in the text. 
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December 29, 1984; 3:00, 3:30 p.m; mostly sunny, ca. rs G. 
Duration: ca. 10 minutes total; sun was to west, bird to east, lighting excellent 
Location: in air over DeSoto Lake, east of Wood Duck Nature Trail, 

Washington Cty., NE, and Pottowatomie Cty., IA, D2BeSoto National 
Wildlife Refuge ed 

Observers : Alan Grenon, Betty Grenon, David Starr, Rick Wright 
Optical equipment: 7X35, 7X50, 8.5X44, 10X50 binoculars, 

22X60 spotting scopes 

Bird was noticed flying with seven greater white-fronted geese (A. albifrons), 
first noticed as significantly larger than accompanying A. Aalbifrons, 
flew past several times at distances greater than 200 m. Sone primaries were damaged, 

(all adults) 

The A. fabalis was ca, 125% the size of A. albifrons, with a longer neck, 
longer bill, and a swan-like profile» Underside plain, grading from dark 
brown at chin to white at the vent. Gray-brown above, back feathers with 
contrasting light edges, primaries dark. Bill: significantly longer than 
A. albifrons, dark with light area near or at tip, long head profile. 
Feet: orange, White above and at tip of tail as in A, albifrons. 

This account based_on notes made 1 hours after eenting ont miwitted to" ~"--" — Barb Wilson, Iowa Records Committee, and DeSoto CBC compiler Nancy Curry 
in support of sight record of probable bean goose. 

The A. albifrons all had visibly pink bills, white faces, and speckled bellies 

January 4, 1985; 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.; sunny, ca. <<" 2, 
Duration: ca. 3 hours; sun was to southwest and south-southwest, bird to 

east, northeast, lighting good to excellent 
Location: as above, but standing on ice, swimming in water, not in flight 
Observers: Tanya Bray, Duane Bright, Nancy Curry, Alan Grenon, Babs Padelford, 
B. J. Rose, Loren Padelford, Al Werthman, Ione Werthman, Melba Wigg, Rick Wright. 

_ Optical equipment: various binoculars including as above, = 

= , several spotting scopes as above, photographs taken by 
B. J. Rose and Al Werthman oe 7 

Bird standing on ice with ca. 200 canada geese (Branta canadensis), Also walkina; 
swimming, preening, drinking. Slightly smaller than the larger Branta. 

Head and neck ~~ brown, eye dark, neck furrows visible as in other Anser, 
long, sloping sorehead, bill dark except for bright yellow-orange band near tip. 
Light Seethe: edgings of back feathers and most upper wing feathers cheariyti' 
yishbires\-Taz?,.and underparts as above. Feet thick and bright orange. , 

“a 

Bill was seen to be free of nasal markers, feet free of bands, hind toes intact, 
and webs free of tattoos (seen well while bird walked and preened). Racial 
identity - “cand lack of legally required marks of captivity point to 
wild origin. , 

Bird was seen by Nancy Curry and others between and after these dates. 

Writing this account: | . dn — 
Alan Grenon, 204 Merwood St., Bellevue, NE 68005 ty. -F : 

517 Benjamin, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Rick Wright, 401 M. M. Kountze, Bellevue, NE 68005 Lunghy 
10 Summer St., Somerville, MA 02143 fee 4 Y pA. 

Oe
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Supporting Documentation for Bean Goose, Anser fabalis 

Seen January 3 & 5, 1985 at DeSoto Nat. Wildlife Refuge 

Observers — Loren & Babs Padelford 

Location — DeSoto Refuge - approximately the middle of the ice about a 

half mile south of Prairie Lane. The bird was in Iowa when it was on 

the ice; however, when it was swimming in the open water to the west of 
the ice, and when it flew west to feed, it was also in Nebraska. 

On Jan. 3 it was observed from 12:30 — 3:30 Deme in good light. The sun 
was in the south at our backs as we were looking north from a distance 

of about 250 yardse The bird was on the ice with approx. 150 Canadas 
and 10 snows and blues. We viewed it through 2 Bushnell 25x spotting 
SCODC. 

Description: It was larger than the snow geese and slightly smaller than 
the medium-sized Canadas. It had a thick, long bill that was about 3/4 

black from the base, 1/4 orange band to the tip, and the tip was black. 
Bigger than the Canada bills. The color pattern and massive size of the 
bill indicates that it is the middendorffii form. The head was brown 
with a rufous sheen, neck light gray with darker furrows on the back of 

the neck. Breast light tan to white. Narrow black vertical barring on 
flanks. Prominent 1/4 inch white edging on scapulars, greater coverts 

and tertials.e Undertail-—coverts — white. Black tip on tail. Reddish- 

orange legs and feet. : | 

It was preening for about 30 minutes during which time we were able to see | 
that there were no bands on the legs, or marks or notches on the webs of — 

the feet. Both hind toes were the same length. : | 

On 1/5 we watched the bird throughout the day from 8:45 am to 4:55 pm at 
which time it flew off to the west with about 35-40 Canadas, presumably 
to feed. It was seen leaving at the same time the day before by Assist. 
Ref. Mere, Tom Prusae In flight, the bird appeared to have slightly longer, 
narrower wings in relation to the body size than the Canada geese it was 
flying withe Also, there seemed to be about three feathers (primaries & 
secondaries) missing from each wing. 

On 1/4 Bruce Trindle of Neb. Game & Parks, Norfolk, Ne. consulted by phone 
with LJP regarding captive bean geese in Neb. To his knowledge no one with 
a waterfowl permit in this region has bean geesee Game & Parks has not 
received any calls of missing bean geese. He said that captive birds are 

usually pinioned and are marked by banding or marking the feet in some way. 
He advised that we should accept it as a wild — {) 

Loren & Babs Padelford 
1405 Little John Rd. 
Bellevue, Ne. 68005
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BEAN GOOSE | Bras 
January 3, 1985 : 

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, Harrison County, Iowa 

12:30--3:00 p.m. 

Description: 

General: An overall browinsh-appearing goose somewhat smaller 

than Giant Canada Geese(B. c. maxima) but much heavier 

and larger than Snow Geese--both in direct comparision. 

Head: Rather flat-headed with the narrow head merging with 

the bill to form an elongated triangle--quite different 

from the rounded head and thick, comparatively stubby 

bills of North American geese. The head color was 
a warm brown-buff, darkest at the base of the bill. 

Bill: Very long, swan-like bill--thick at the base and 

narrowing towards the tip. The basal 3/4 of the bill 
was solid black. An orange band crossed the bill 
near the tip. This band was narrow across the culmen, 
widened on the sides of the upper mandible, and ex- 
tended onto and down the sides of the lower mandible. 
(It may have completely encircled the bill, but I was 
unable to determine this.) The orange band was very 
bright, pure orange and was extremely noticeable, 
especially when the Bean goose was looking directly 
toward the observer. The tip of the bill was black, 
ending in a considerable hook or "tooth". 

Neck & Throat: . 3 : 
The neck was also a warm brown. It was quite long and 
thin. This was most. obvious when the Bean Goose would 
stretch up from behind several Canada Geese. The 
throat had "furrows" as in Ross’ Goose. | 

Beast & Belly: The breast and belly were a very pale buff to 
oyster-shell white. The breast at times looked medium 
gray due to the bird's habit of fluffing his feathers 
(which he did often) or preening. There were no markings 
or speckling of any kind on the breast or belly. 

Sides & Flanks: Vertically barred with dark gray or black. 

Back: Gray-brown with wide(perhaps 7 inch) white feather 
edgings giving the back a "wavy" look. 

Undertail Coverts: Pure snowy white 

Uppertail Coverts: Not seen 

Tail: Black ends to the feathers
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Primaries & Secondaries: : 
The color was the same as the back with prominent 
white feather edgings. Tips of the Greater and 
Median wing coverts broadly--perhaps as much as $ inch-_ 
edged with white giving the look of wing bars. 

Legs: Very thick, bright orange-red. These legs were at 
least twice as thick as those of Snow Geese. Very 
often the Bean Goose could be located in the midst 
of the Canada Geese by looking for these legs. 

Signs of Captivity: None noticeable. This bird had both hind 
toes. There was no notching or tattooing on the 

_webs of the feet. There were no bands on the legs. 
There were no nasal disks. The plumage was very 
bright and fresh looking, with no sign of wear. 
The color of the legs and bill were very bright. 

Voice: Not heard 

Behavior: The Bean Goose spent much of the time resting on the 
ice. At intervals he would walk a few feet, or preen 
before setting down again. Late in the afternoon 
he went into the open water and swam for a few minutes. 
He stayed with Canada Geese, moving among them. 

Habitat: DeSoto Lake, an oxbow of the Missouri River. The lake 
was almost completely frozen except for one small 
patch of open water around which the approximately 
250 Canada Geese, 12 Snow Geese and several hundred _. 
Mallards were congregated. , 

Sky: Clear, Sunny. Sun at right angle or slightly behind 
observers. The light grew much better as the after- 
noon progressed. 

Equipment: 25x Spotting scope 
7 x 26 Binoculars 

Distance from bird: 750 feet 

Similar species: White-fronted Goose. The Bean Goose's bill 
was entirely different(see description above) 
effectively separating it from Immature White- 
fronted Goose. | 

Other observers: January 3; Babs & Loren Padelford, Rick Wright, 
Allen Grenon, B.J.Rose, 
January 5: Tom Kent, Ross Silcock, Francis 
Moore, Barbara Wilson, Graham Chisholm 

Tanya Bray 

9708 Grover 
Omaha, Ne 68124



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa dndhoad 

What species? Bean Goose (Ansex faba lis) How many?__| 

_ .ocation? beloto Bend National Wildlife eloat Harvison Og PS 

Type of habitat? Siting on ice shel€ clese te Cpen watey on an old ox-bow of He Missoar i 
R Ver, 

When? date(s): Janvary 51985 time: '2:/5 pm. to 3:30 p.m 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore , 336 Fairfield St. Watevloo 1A S%703 

others with you: Tom Kent, Ress Sileocke , Barb Wilson Tanna Avan Pe Bab s Dd be fered 

others before or after you: m.ob. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The bird was in ith w Pleck of s prot, 100 t Canada Geese, I+ was heavier bodied and 

about te sam Size as the lav ges of ths Conada Gaose, Most of te time it was behind 

tHe Canada Geese ard difficult 
to see, (talso slept or rested 

qvite a bit of He 

time, Tha birds Feet and [eqs Were ao bvight 6xAn4L color, The bill was bicelered with 

the front “8 (apprex.) being black thin He next I ov So be ino ayellowish euler » te st 

(< ppwry. slg ) Wes black, “Tha head and neet
e was & wied tum bwur or mo vse Aiwesas 

Color with, Hoa neck ge tt ine grad va lly lighter as it appwached Ho yveast, Theve 

Wert & je da leer etreaks it ben weaning the length of tH. snok. n: breast was a 

eal | lighter b ven te. he ead ov wack wi th tre Pr Pe belly tuxn ing so o. wah 0 cob. 

The vent and under tail Covers. weve wh ie. Tha side was a light iwmn tee wre 

lishter feather tdying Hot Nave @ scalloped look + t+. The oper wing coverts mew 

da vl brown coloc us ithe +he primaries being a tlechist color. The er ne re 

back avd Wing $ mee Showed A lighter feather edain Kiving a a ving s 

on its back. The fall was black with a band of white ebore Hetil 07 the oper 
tril Coverts. |] never $aw tha bird in fl ight wad did wt haar its voice, The slope 

of 

the bill wes suggestive ita: Canvos back shiek toads +o 
tle possi bil ity of this yaa j 

being of the Auk: middendorffii vacey onscf the Siberian caces. et 
this bird apparently flew in ~~ local ion wide Syne a thew, bots ted with Cannda Gates 
Similar species and how eliminated: Ist y car Greater White-fented Goose does net havea 

black and yellow bi like this bird did, Pink footed Bosse has pink fet, this bird had Ovange 

Loe t arch lens. Diffe vente Shape the— Conada Goose, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

there i$ a possi bility Hut this bird could be a released or escaped bird 

If yes, explain: £{,,. an aviary ov private collection, The Exwpean race is rarely kept in 

cap tivit tn the US, gd the Sibevian waces ave even ware incaptivity in Evdpe- 

Viewing conditions: give Tighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Vevvy Qoed Viewing conditions, Saar Opp roy. /SO yards Using toxdo Leite binecel
avs, Celestron CqdUO 

telescope aot 33x ok SOX, 

— Previous experience with species and similar ones: No expevience with this species, lots of 
Cx peyience with Greater White-feated Gosse, no experience with other “G

w4" goas especies. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? ~ 2 hws, this form completed? 20 hws, 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa gy -33 

What species? Bean (2'0 ke. How many? ( 

oneeee 

a=. Location? Ly Sh VwpR ; [Osn iy& Fr i Ne bru she bevel  cufer «f ttafe— be fren she fer) 

— Type of habitat? osz/o ere Wistuec k heed tater 
¥v { / 

When? date(s): S Ja. GSS time: /2 "30 te ?:Je Pm 

Who?your name and address: hemes H. Kent, 21 Ritents St bun Gh (8 SeOTO 

others with you: fax.c, Mure 7 many gThes 
wr 

others before or after you: hastet; cf peeple 
fi A 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

B exh Shindins aud sheeping mM <t met Fs Open init. inl. Cane Feese , 

Sue (Geese Od Pallardes, Jaiecrmat, te wr. te hefutn~ sincKl cP fase 

Crcken tht oe fe Pe hyd The ofa Gerse in 

binyet orengered Lego. Shaste, Pascker heel The. Cnedea . a 

Same ohn Ue Kanp/ane, tof, Unt etry rh back af MS f= “ 

indy Love behrern bry ad bly Het al not pa nae, ache Man ter 

ES pok. Bitp [arse af hom — Arve on te) 25 eed tn $0 % &-y 

A levqe  Comecle, Cube, reerdy ste g it bth shyt aye Ww fprclerd, 
pelt puck oD bese bet vefeth ao left Ter «Ft Mp (Aentel Ls) 

Fog OO nk OR ge age 6 et [BM chock 

Fun streahow i yectolm, mn eres Me hit of bex ( OM, By dente 

Lic burle om . 

fe 

Similar species and how eliminated: B“( sw p< <* tte, bag Gtr & : c 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 
Mo. 

, Even, aed Tat Ub Wee 6 Bean Gree qd ~ nbspeets for fhe 
If yés, explain: oe 3s ane PB ram so Fut sb eters Will anit Lu fet Ga f plows. 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Sten Loyht behind af 30-4S5° , 7 gents leak | Foe. Fetpe 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Sav i beth & FT 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Z
he Su o™ Lx forsee, Keo ersyd 

amet brane asia L7 aun ed re L775 ates. Thins Cee | meat fo Sapp nt fi tents.
 

How long before field notes made? 2Y Axn-~s this form completed? 2Y Aom-s 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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Details of Unusual Sighting in Towa: BEAN GOOSE 

A Bean Goose was seen by me (and many others) at DeSoto NWR 

Jan 3, 1985. This summary is written from notes taken in the 

evening of January S, and distills various discussions and 

references to literature made that day and evening. 

The Bean Goose was seen resting on ice beside a small area 

Of open water with 200-400 Canada Geese. These birds were on the 

horseshoe lake at the refuge, which constitutes the boundary 

between Towa and Nebraska. The Canada Geese were of varying 

size, from probable Giants to very small Mallard-size birds. A 

few Snow Geese were also present, perhaps 30, 

Time of observation was about 1.15 to 3 pm, using primarily 

a Celestron telescope owned by Francis Moore. Light was perfect, 

a sunmy cool day with no wind. We were looking east with the 

afternoon sun behind us. The main problem encountered while 

observing this bird was that it remained on the far side of the 

Canada Goose flock, and was seen only from time to time as the 

Canadas moved around. The Bean Goose was about 200 yards away 
from us at all times. 

Description: 

In general, appeared similar to White-fronted Goose, but 

overall somewhat paler in appearance, particularly on breast. 

Legs very obvious red-orange, very similar to leg color of. 

Mallards present. Breast pale or even pearly-gray, no dark 

barring as in adult White-fronted Goose. Belly was brownish. 

Upperparts wre grayish brown, most feathers edged whitish, | 

especially the primaries. When wings raised, wing linings and 

area of body covered by folded wings dark gray~-blue, not as dark 

as charcoal. Head and upper neck a little darker than lower neck 

and breast, perhaps best described as light chocolate. Bill was 

very long, at least as long as head, with culmen fairly straight. 

Would mot be described as stubby by any stretch of the 

imagination, but rather more like that of a Trumpeter Swan. 

Basal 2/2 to 374 was black, with a black tip. The rest of the 

bill, no more that 1/4, immediately behind theblack tip, was 

orange, mot as red-orange as the legs, but a pure orange (as in 

Orange Crush). The black tip appeared to be little more than 
oeeee cones eeees teeme Sores Sheet Seeee Sones canes seeee Sener 

the nail. 

Comments: 

I believe this bird to be one of the eastern races, either 

serrirostris or middendorti. Hecause these races are 

Virtually unknown in collections, especially in North America, I 

believe this bird to be a true vagrant, probably brought to this 

area in late 19823 during the very cold air which moved from 

Alaska to the mid-United States at that time. At the same time, 
a Slaty-backed Guil appeared near St Louis, and several 

Bramblings were found in the northern United States and in 

Canada. | 

I am aware of observations made by Andrew Saunders,
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Naturalist at the Fontenelle Forest Nature Center in Bellevue, 

Nebraska, who has carried out graduate research in waterfowl 

behavior. Mr. Saunders considers the Bean Goose to be show no 
signs of captivity, based on: 

no leg bands 

no other markers of any kind 

presence of both hind toes 
no sign of web tattoos 

very bright plumage and soft part colors 

Dlump breast, rather than the concave breast usually 

seen in captive waterfowl. 
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What species? bear) Goose mmet i 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 4 

_ ocation? RJof wR 

Type of habitat? cpen water on cxbow lahe 

When? date(s): Fonuary ¢ 1985 time: [zo 4m to /2.00 A (Sp 

Who?your name and address: Sfeve Dinsmore 4624 Arkansas LY Anes ZA $0010 dD 

others with you: Tim Dirswure , Ayes (Fa) 

others before or after you: 

XX 

renee 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all 
tail, 

Similar 

Did any 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing: 

parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

i mnedwun “large brown Pgs oe Compared dectly Jo Snow Goose and chet 

IS - 20% lat yer Wy Stee, 

Feef aud lz bight UIE 

Bll notly dart olored - fay large cud bas (, “ot Stubby tke Snow <n ) 

Baly Las " hdbohy - in fe - po bith pikes al 7 frre tented boost 

Back, nek, hod aE wings beret dark bjouy, of P ite soleal 

No are at baie of bill a on foreh a ¢ 

Bd did rot make ally recog Bhi, pres ES 

species and how eliminated: py odler 7eese b - ot <a brown a pearance 

one disagree or have reservations about identification? {/ 

iia oe 

conditions: give lighting, distance (how! ppeured) and optical — 

VYiewny (ondifunl Al, — clear Shy light in tront of - at for” 

hard fo see, Estimated Vicusng dictavite ($0- 200 pads» Optica | eguypnent ae ~ 

Bausch t on * ZOK Telescope. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: /a/ic 

References and persons _consul ted before writing = easel 

Neder G cagre phic Socrehy Feld Guide jo fabs 
se 

How long before field notes made? | howf ___ this form completed?_4 day 5 
/ 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


