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Mississippi Kite Record Number: 87-09 
9 May 1987 Classification: NA 

Hickory Hill P., Iowa City, Johnson Co., IA 
*Jim Fuller 
EBL 57:81, 58:75 

DOCUMENTATION 

Jim Fuller 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 57:81 
Records Committee: IBL 58:75 

VOTE: 1-IV, 5-V, 1-VI 
V. Possibly correct, but observer points out (and I agree) 

that the details are too sketchy from very brief observation to 
pass judgement. Several years ago, I was in the same place at the 
Same time of year and thought I’d seen two Mississippi Kites. 
Within five minutes I realized they were Common Nighthawks very 
high up, but I was momentarily and absolutely convinced they were 
kites. 

VI. See IBL 56:41-42 where some other amateur birders also 
thought a nighthawk was a Mississippi Kite (at the same location 
and nearly the same date!). Power of suggestion? 

V. Details in documentation too sketchy and incomplete to make 
a determination as to what this bird might have been. 

V. The observation period was very brief and the description 
does not eliminate other species such as a male harrier. 

IV. If the observer feels the sighting should be rejected, I 
can only take his advice. 

V. Nothing except shape and "pointed wings" to indicate Miss. 
Kite. Several possibilities, as suggested (obliquely) by 
observer.
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: Pq eres  pefer ee 

OATS SCcn: 2c g~ #9 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Wokony Wl ? Lowa ON, 

OBSERVERS: aor Puller 

DATE OF REVIEW: 9-24-97 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Yo7e Ay mas / 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: “V7 

COMMENTS: 0 
Omm (Tee rem bers agreed at ke Aelails 

f a 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information availabie to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additiona! evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee : 
Il = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

ITI = acceptable siqht record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

Vi probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

i
 

Classification is based on the highest category aqreed upon by six of seven 
committee members. 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa. 87-049 

What species? AVIV (I44A/ LVIE How many? / . 

Location? AV ckoey Me PRpe¢e — Z7ws CL7¢ 

Type of habitat? K“ossign ps — 

When? date(s): Y yey SPF2 time: . 7 72,49) to 

Who?your name and address: War Lyte vA Lge wits Kvers, ZO, Lut Bhat 

others with you: 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, Shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, beliy, under ° 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

WWE GhedC te MICKOLY ft tiid SAKA , was Bt SLE) 

ove Away C7RELED or CE, EVER Miata (7S hapald 

(TWAS ps Wea KvR #0 Spal 18 ACS 790 LT 

Was 2002: THE FotLetywe  fbATURES PWeLE fUI7ic Eg / 

C) sb we loopigels KB Beta - | 

(2) EVYTILE Uta GCP ALT! CAL 

Ql 4wb Fw JMe Wy Seupeh Exp 
CF] POoIWWTbGL Ltnbs LEE LP KALGQH. 

fut Teeugy Zo 7TH fRis Bren le
nt - MUSiiel Lire 

we Sweeée oF PCL CrmmizrTél , £ leodta OT 
BLLE?PT SWC A AEICE kh ptomAlLtTé Sth Ti SAG AS 

Yl, FRE 2é Ase Fo Sypn aie (4 Foe APLEET FTES 
Liege S Tha, FS Bree (wns PROBABLY SFO Aen 
Sueuta BE 4A00€E2 FCC f/ FEC7HE. ' 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

7S~ 1/00. GARGS Gx3C Brrotucne!. CLEME SZ. 
ABO / ML hth). ly Std Ml tas 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

SEE CcEQAL DyplS j/ Cozcchao LfKASAS 
References and persons consulted before writing description: ave : 

Pay noe How long before field notes made? /“#7é4 this form completed? 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 ,


