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V. Possibly correct, but observer points out (and I agree)
that the details are too sketchy from very brief observation to
pass judgement. Several years ago, I was in the same place at the
same time of year and thought I’d seen two Mississippi Kites.
Within five minutes I realized they were Common Nighthawks very
high up, but I was momentarily and absolutely convinced they were
kites.

VI. See IBL 56:41-42 where some other amateur birders also
thought a nighthawk was a Mississippi Kite (at the same location
and nearly the same date!). Power of suggestion?

V. Details in documentation too sketchy and incomplete to make
a determination as to what this bird might have been.

V. The observation period was very brief and the description
does not eliminate other species such as a male harrier.

IV. If the observer feels the sighting should be rejected, I
can only take his advice.

V. Nothing except shape and "pointed wings" to indicate Miss.
Kite. Several possibilities, as suggested (obliquely) by
observer.
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The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee :

Il = acceptable sight record documented independently hy 3 or more observers
IIl = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers

IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt

V = record with insufficient evidence to judge

¥l = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the nighest cateqory aareed upon by six of seven
committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa - S’?»o‘f
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others with you:

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, beliy, under °
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Similar species and how eliminated:

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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Previous experience with species and similar ones:
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How long before field notes made? /Z#7£2 this form completed?

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



