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IOWA RBA (319)338-9881 for 4/22/96 

BIRDS MENTIONED: 

American White Pelican 

LITTLE GULL 

Marbled Godwit 

Red-throated Loon 

Snowy Egret 

Little Blue Heron 

FISH CROW 

Bonaparte’s Gull 

American Avocet 

Wilson’s Phalarope 

Hudsonian Godwit 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

Sandhill Crane 

Great-tailed Grackle 

Peregrine Falcon 

Black-crowned Night Heron 

Cinnamon Teal 

Northern Parula 

Yellow-throated Warbler 

Louisiana Waterthrush 

Eared Grebe 

Dunlin 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Migration is really in full swing, with shorebirds, wading birds, sparrows, 

swallows, and early warblers all newly arriving daily. Judging from reports, 

large groups of WHITE PELICANS seem to be on most water areas in the state. 

The week’s highlights are LITTLE GULL, MARBLED GODWIT, and RED-THROATED 

LOON in northwest lowa, SNOWY EGRET in the northeast, MARBLED GODWIT and 

LITTLE BLUE HERON in central lowa, and FISH CROW near Burlingtonl. 

Art ADULT 
In the northwest in Sac County, Pete Ernzen discovered a@LITTLE GULL at Black 
Hawk Lake at Lake View on the 21rst. The bird was with BONAPARTE’S GULLS at 

the southeast corner of the lake. There were also three MARBLED GODWITS on the 

spoil pond across the road from where the gull was seen. In Sioux County, John Van 

Dyk found a RED-THROATED LOON and six AMERICAN AVOCETS at a gravel pit along 

hiway 75 just north of hiway 10 on the 19th. The loon stayed only briefly, 

departing while John was watching it. In Kossuth County, Matt Kenne reports that 

the north end of Union Slough NWR, as viewed from county road A-40, is being 

managed for shorebirds this spring, and on the 18th there were 1500 birds of 12 

species there, including WILSON’S PHALAROPE and HUDSONIAN GODWIT. In Cerro 

Gordo County, HUDSONIAN GODWIT and WILSON’S PHALAROPE were at Zirbel 

Slough on the 19th. 

In the northeast at Decorah, an adult SNOWY EGRET was on the Upper lowa River 

Above peet the Sth t bridge on the 20thronly. 2747 2" DLAAS '



In the central in Guthrie County, good shorebird habitat is present at Bay’s 

Branch, and on the 20th, there were two MARBLED GODWITS, 12 HUDSONIAN 

GODWITS, WILSON’S PHALAROPE, and LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER there. At Long’s 

Pond, GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES were spotted at the north end on the 20th. In Tama 

County at Otter Creek Marsh, an immature LITTLE BLUE HERON was near the east 

end of the north dike on the 20th, SANDHILL CRANES and GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES 

were seen there on the 18th and 20th, and a PEREGRINE FALCON was observed 
chasing a GREEN-WINGED TEAL there on the 18th. In Polk County on the 20th, 

there were five AMERICAN AVOCETS off Jester Park, four HUDSONIAN GODWITS at 

the Polk City Wildlife Area, and a MARBLED GODWIT at the north end of Big Creek 

Lake. In Hamilton County, two BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS were seen at 

Anderson Lake, east of Jewell, on the 20th. In Boone County, at ponds along hiway 

169 south of Ogden, WILSON’S PHALAROPES, and a hybrid TEAL, apparently part 

CINNAMON, were seen on the 20th. In Jasper County, an HUDSONIAN GODWIT was 

at the north end of Rock Creek Lake on the 19th. 

In the southeast in Des Moines County, a FISH CROW was heard and seen in the 

Sullivan Slough area south of Burlington on the 21rst, and at Starr’s Cave 

Preserve just north of Burlington, there w ere NORTHERN PARULA, YELLOW- 

THROATED WARBLER, and LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH on the 21rst. In lowa County, 

an EARED GREBE was on the Lily Lake along hiway 220 between Main and Middle 

Amana on the 20th. In Louisa County, good shorebird habitat exists at Cone Marsh, 

and on the 19th, the eleven species there included DUNLIN, WILSON’S PHALAROPE, 

STILT SANDPIPER, and LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER. 
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