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Barrow’s Goldeneye is 

in Fremont Co., lowa, and an Analysis 

of Interior Vagrancy Patterns 
W. ROSS SILCOCK 

Box 300 
TABOR, IOWA 51653 

On March 24, 1983, I was contacted by Denis Thompson, Eugene Armstrong, 
and Eloise Armstrong, who had just identified a Barrow’s Goldeneye (Buccphala 
islandica) at Forney’s Lake in Fremont County. We immediately returned to the 
lake and found the bird, apparently Iowa’s first confirmed record (Dinsmore et al, 
1984). After notifying other birders that evening, many came to see the bird on 
March 25, a Sunday. Among them was Tom Kent, who photographed the Barrow’s 
Goldeneye at some distance, resulting in the identifiable photographs used with 
this article. Upon spreading the word of the bird’s presence, it was discovered that 
it had in fact been found first on March 17 by Michael Nolan of Ames, Iowa. 

Many observers have forwarded documentation forms to the Iowa Or- 
nithologists’ Union Records Committee, and the description given here is to some 
extent a distillation of the critical identification points noted. 

The immediate impression of the swimming bird was its darkness by com- 
parison with the many nearby Common Goldeneyes. This darker appearance was 
due to much reduced white on the wings, to the point that all that remained was a 
row of white spots entirely surrounded by black. There was also a larger area of 
black in the shoulder area, with the black feathering reaching almost to the water. 
Comparison with Common Goldeneyes also revealed a significant difference in 
head shape, to me probably the most interesting point, as it allows separation of 
females also, the plumages of female Common and Barrow’s Goldeneyes being 
very similar on swimming birds. The Barrow’s Goldeneyes had an almost vertical 
forehead rising from the base of the bill, while nearby Common Goldeneyes show- 
ed a rearward slope of the forehead, almost at 45 degrees (see photos). Further 
more, the bill of the Barrow’s was noticeably small, adding to the “‘puffy- 
headed’’ appearance of the bird. The Barrow’s also had an obviously crescent- 
shaped white area between the eye and the bill, with the upper point of the crescent 
reaching above an imaginary line between the eye and bill, while the round spot of 
the Common was completely below such a line. This was noticed by Carl Bendorf 

Sianaicn Goldeneyes, 25 March 1 1984 sPertey L. Photo by 1  # HL ‘ton 
Barrow’s Goldeneye, 25 March 1984 Forney L. Photo by T.H. Kent
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of Iowa City. These factors lent a diagnositc appearance to the head of the Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye, and could be used to determine whether a female was present. In 
my opinion there was no female with the bird March 24 or 25, but indications were 
made to me that a female was seen at later dates, although I have seen no 

documentation of such a bird or birds. 
There are two breeding populations of Barrow’s Goldeneye in North America, 

and a case can be made, based on records from the states surrounding Iowa, for 
appearance in Iowa of birds from either population. Of course, confirmation of 
such conjecture is only possible through banding data, as noted by Palmer (1976). 
One group breeds near the Atlantic coast of Canada, normally wintering along the 
Atlantic coast south as far as New Jersey, with a small number wintering in 
southwestern Lake Michigan and on “‘open stretches of rivers in that general 
region’’ (Palmer, 1976). The other group breeds in the mountains of southern 
Alaska, western Canada, and the northwestern United States, as far 
southeastward as Wyoming. These western birds winter primarily on the Pacific 
coast as far south as California, although there are a few birds which winter on 
open water in the interior, such as at Yellowstone National Park (Palmer, 1976). 

Thus there are wintering birds from both breeding populations in areas from 
which vagrants may easily reach Iowa, Wintering birds are often found on Estes 
Lake on the eastern edge of the Colorado Rockies (Lane and Holt, 1973), and on the 
Missouri River at Garrison Dam in North Dakota (Lambeth and Faanes, 1981). 
Such birds would be expected to move southwestward in the late fall if cold 
weather caused freezeup of their wintering areas (due to the northwesternly direc- 
tion of the prevailing winds at that time), and would likely enter drainages of such 
southeastwardly flowing river systems as the Platte in Nebraska and the Missouri 
in South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, and Missouri. The evidence for such a move- 
ment is strong, in that there have been some 16 records from Nebraska and South 

Dakota, most near major river systems, and at such times as to indicate move- 
ment in fall and spring as well as overwintering (Whitney et al, 1978; Johnsgard, 
1980: Cortelyou, 1983). Interestingly, 4 of 6 South Dakota records and 7 of 11 

Nebraska records are in spring. This point will be discussed further. 
Wintering birds presumed to be from the eastern breeding population 

(Palmer, 1976) can be found on Lake Michigan, and Bohlen (1978) considers Bar- 

row’s Goldeneye to be a rare migrant and winter resident in Illinois, implying 

regular status in the state. In Minnesota and Wisconsin Barrow’s Goldeneye ap- 
pears to be somewhat less regular, being listed as casual in Minnesota on Lake 
Superior and the Mississippi River (Green and Janssen, 1975), while Barger et al 
(1975) indicate irregular occurrence on Lake Michigan from fall into spring. Re- 
cent records in Illinois cited by Bohlen include several from parts of the state away 
from Lake Michigan, suggesting southward movement during late fall and winter 
of a few individual birds. That some birds winter on the Mississippi River is in- 
dicated by Clawson (1982), who shows Barrow’s Goldeneye to be a winter vargrant 

on the Mississippi in northeast Missouri. 
These data indicate that Brrow’s Goldeneye may reach Iowa from the east via 

Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River or from the west via the Missorui or 
Platte Rivers, 

It is interesting to speculate on the reasons why most of the western records 

(South Dakota and Nebraska) are in spring. A simple explanation may be that in 
fallsome male first year birds (the age class most prone to wander) still retain the 
female-like Basic I plumage and are overlooked, although Palmer (1976) states 
that most young males have acquired the adult drake-like Alternate I plumage by 
mid-winter. By spring however, all males should have acquired adult drake-like 
plumage and would be less likely to be overlooked. A more intriguing possibility is
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that some of the Barrow’s Goldeneyes derived from the eastern population and 
wintering on Lake Michigan may move in a northwestward direction in spring 
after being forced south by bad winter conditions, especially those birds wintering 
on the Mississippi River. These birds might follow the Missouri-Platte systems in 
spring, assisted by the prevailing southeastward winds at that time of year, thus 
augmenting the numbers of birds found in spring on these river systems. 

(Thanks are due to Thomas H. Kent for critically reviewing this article. ) 
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aveland Mar. 19-20 (AB), while singles at Ballard W.M.A., Ky., 
pr. 7 (LRa, DN) and Big Island W.M.A., O., Apr. 14 (J) were locally 

unusual. Small numbers of Ross’ Geese were reported from 2 s.w. lowa 
locations where they are regular migrants. A total of 7 Cinnamon Teal 
sightings from Iowa Mar. 17-May 19 was greater than normal, while 
ne wandered E to Carlyle L., Ill., Apr. 18 (TSR). Quite unexpected 
vas an apparent N. Shoveler x Am. Wigeon hybrid at Brookville Res., 

Ind., Apr. 11 (JC). It was a good spring for Eur. Wigeon with at least 
two in the w. Lake Erie marshes, different males near Lawrenceburg, 
Ind.-O., Mar. 18-21 (tJBe, tRH, m.ob.) & 30-31 (TMM et al.), and 
ne at Sweet Marsh, Ia., Apr. 15-17 providing only the 3rd record for 

that state (TFM, TRM, m.ob.). 
_ Inland Greater Scaup sightings increased dramatically. Flocks of 50 

at Mark Twain N.W.R., Ill., Mar. 2 (SR) and Brookville Res., Ind., 
he 1S (TLe, JB) were unusual while smaller numbers elsewhere 
included several birds lingering through May 10. Harlequin Ducks are 
scarce spring migrants along the Great Lakes; hence, one at Oregon, O., 
Mar. 12 (JP) and one-to-two at Chicago Mar. 22-Apr. 10 (HR, JL eral.) 
were noteworthy. Oldsquaws were scarce along the Great Lakes where 
the largest flock was of 15. However, they staged a strong movement 
across Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois and lowa where there was a total of 16 
inland sightings including an unprecedented 17 at Barkley L. and 25 at 
entucke L., Ky., Mar. 31 (BP). A few Black and Surf scoters ap- 
peared along the Great Lakes while inland records consisted of two 
lacks at North Branch Res., O., Apr. 25 (J) and four Surfs at Beaver- 

creek Res., O., Apr. 3 (TBa) plus singles at Coralville Res., la., Apr. 9 
(T) and Mendota, Ill., Apr. 24-26 (JHm). White-winged Scoters peaked 
ith 475 at Wilmette, Ill., Mar. 3 (JL) while a late bird lingered at 
Jeveland through May 31; the only inland sighting was at Columbus, 
)., Apr. 10 (JF). Common Goldeneyes were numerous along L. Erie 

5 6000 were present in Lorain, O., Mar. 10 (VF). Last but not 
least, Iowa's first Barrow’s Goldeneye record was provided by a male 
photographed at Forney L., Mar. 17-Apr. 6 (MN, tm.ob.—ph.). 
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Male Barrow’ s Goldeneye, Forney L., la., Mar. 25, 1984. First lowa 
record. PhotolT.H. Kent. 

HAWKS — The hawk migration got off to a slow start during 
March’s unfavorable weather. However, a substantial movement ac- 
c¢ mpanied the late April warming trend and culminated in large flights 
te the Great Lakes Apr. 25-28, 
As many as seven Black Vultures at Brookville Res., Ind., through 

May 15 (m.ob.) and one at Horseshoe L., IIl., Apr. 26 (TJV) were n. of 
their normal range. Turkey Vultures peaked at 125-170 at several loca- 
tions in Ohio and Indiana. Ospreys arrived on time, and their numbers 
c yntinued to improve in most areas. Mississippi Kites were fairly nu- 
erous along the Mississippi R. in w. Kentucky where daily counts of 

= ae were reported during the last one-half of May. Extralimital kites 
wandered N to Channahon, IIl., May 5 (JO) and Morgan, Ill., May 13- 
20 (PW). Wintering Bald Eagles departed during March; migrants were 
ore widely reported from the e. states this spring. Accipiters were 
pant observed in normal numbers with the largest Right composed 
of 140 Sharp-shinned and 22 Cooper's hawks at Dunes S.P., Ind., Apr. 
26 (KB). This spring’s N. Goshawk movement was comparable to last 
year’s and consisted of one-to-three birds at each of 11 Iowa, 10 Illinois, 
6 Indiana and 2 Ohio sites through May 1. 

: 
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No large Red-shouldered Hawk flights developed this spring. Large 

numbers of Broad-winged Hawks migrated along the Great Lakes dur- 
ing the last week of April as exemplified by a peak of 2000 + in Ottawa, 
O., Apr. 25 (fide JG). This flight was not apparent inland. Swainson’s 
Hawks invaded the w. states with 14 sightings in Iowa and 10 in 
Missouri including flocks of 21 at Cherokee, Ia., Apr. 30 (MBr) and 19 
at Taberville Prairie, Mo., Apr. 14 (LM). In addition to Illinois’ nesting 
birds, two were noted at Horseshoe L., Apr. 20 (LB). A Ferruginous 
Hawk was discovered at Springfield, Mo., Feb. 22 where it is a casual 
migrant (TCT). The total of 7 Golden Eagle reports from Indiana, Ohio 
and Illinois was slightly greater than normal for recent springs. Both 
Merlins and Peregrine Falcons continued their gradual improvement 
with at least 12 and 26 sightings, respectively. Prairie Falcons have 
become rare but regular migrants through the w. states. In addition to 
wintering birds, single Prairies were observed near Lester, Ja., Mar. 9 
(TDH), Forney L., Ia., Mar. 25 (TP) and in Alexander, Ill., Mar. 31 
(TJRo), 

GROUSE THROUGH CRANES — A Greater Prairie-Chicken in 
Sullivan, Mo., May 3 had wandered 100 mi from its normal range (RT). 
Rails were generally reported in fair numbers. Yellow Rails were more 
widely observed than normal with single birds in 4 Iowa marshes plus 
single locations in Missouri, Ohio and Illinois Apr. 13-May 22. The 
only Black Rail was captured at Fairmount, IIl., May 30 (JS). King 
Rails have not shown any improvement with a total of 9 sightings this 
spring. As many as 10-12 were noted at Little Portage River W.M.A.., 
O. (JP et al.), while four adults and a nest at Reelfoot N.W.R., Ky., 
May 27 were unusual for that state (BP er al.). Peak concentrations of 
Virginia Rails and Soras were 17 and 37, respectively. Extralimital 
Purple Gallinules appeared at Mammoth Cave N.P., Ky., Apr. 28-29 (J 
& PB, KO—ph.), MingoN.W.R., Mo., Apr. 28-May 14 (TRL, m.ob.) 
and near Alton, Ill., May 5-27 (RE, tPS, m.ob.). Common Moorhens 
were thought to have increased in several states. Normal numbers of 
Sandhill Cranes were observed along their regular migration corridor 
between w. Ohio and e. Illinois. Extralimital records included one-to- 
three at 3 Iowa locations and two in Holmes, O., May 2 (DK). 

SHOREBIRDS — The shorebird migration was considered to be 
relatively good in many areas. As usual, large concentrations were very 
locally distributed and generally of short duration. Migrant Lesser Gold- 
en-Plovers returned Mar. !7 and peaked with 1000-4000 in Illinois and 
150-900 in the other states. Two early Semipalmated Plovers returned to 
Louisville Apr. 6 (DN). It was a dismal spring for Piping Plovers with 
only 3 sightings from Iowa where a large group of 10 was found at the 
IPL ponds, Pottawattamie May 28 (BW). The 13 Am. Avocet reports 
constituted a normal spring flight. They were scattered across all states 
except Kentucky with locally unusual concentrations of 24 at Huron,” 
O., Apr. 27 (DC, TL) and 22 near Rockford, Ill., Apr. 28 (LJ). Num- 
bers of Willets continued to improve. They appeared at a total of 38 
locations in all states but were most numerous in the w. states with a 
maximum of 64 at the IPL ponds, Ia., Apr. 26 (BW), In the e. States, 
largest reported flocks consisted of six to 15 Willets. A remarkably early 
Spotted Sandpiper returned to S.C.R., Mar. 7 (L), Upland Sandpipers 
were generally discovered in normal numbers at traditional nesting 
areas. The flock of /0/ Whimbrels in Wayne, O., May 26 was unprec- 
edented for this Region (JHe, DK). Between three and seven were found 
at 3. n. Ohio sites while singles at Hendrickson Marsh, la., May 12-13 
(TSD eral.), Jefferson City, Mo., May 19 (JR), Ray, Mo., May 19(CH, 
MMc) and LaMoille, IIl., June 3-5 (tJHm, m.ob.) were unexpected. 
Hudsonian Godwits were restricted to Iowa, Illinois and Missouri with a 
maximum of 67 at Colo, Ia., May 11 (HZ). Marbled Godwits were 
fairly scarce with one to six reported from 5 Iowa and 2 Ohio locations. 
Red Knots were restricted to Ohio with scattered sightings along L. 

Erie plus 2 inland reports including a remarkable 47 in Seneca, O., May 
18 (TBa). An early Sanderling returned to Columbus, O., Apr. 23 (JF). 
They were scarce along the Great Lakes but appeared at scattered inland 
sites where one at Kentucky L., May 9 (CP) and three in Fulton May 27 
(BP et al.) provided rare spring records from Kentucky. A Semipalmat- 
ed Sandpiper at Colo., Ia., Apr. 14 was early (T). Single W. Sandpipers 
were scattered across Illinois and Missouri while 12 in Allen, Ind., May 
18 provided a remarkable spring concentration anywhere in the Region 
(Haw). White-rumped Sandpipers were observed in normal numbers 

917
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

SPECIES: BARROWS GOLDENEYE 

DATE SEEN: March 17, 1984 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Forney Lake, Fremont County 

OBSERVERS: Michael Nolan, Dennis Thompson, Gene and Eloise Armstrong, Tom Staudt, 

DATE OF REVIEW: 1984 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Circulation by mail to Records Committee 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: I-P 

COMMENTS: 

Well-described by many observers and diagnostically=-photographed by Tom 
Kent, this fhrst confirmed state record was very welcome. 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird 
sightings in Iowa &Y- 

What species? Barrows Cot DEN EV & How many? __ | 

; / 
_ cation? Foy RANEY S$ LAKE, Fa

sment Co. 

Type of habitat? LAK & 
, 

When? date(s): Maren !7, 19% time: Y:30P to y:gs?™ 

Who?your name and address: MitHAee Nocan Fo. Coss . Awmas JA L010 

others with you: LoARA Pa Arews & | 

others pefere—or after you: Ross Si leche : S te ve Disssare 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, ‘legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

frm & Commw Coldenene. 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Common Caldereye - fee above 

Did any one disagree or have reservation
s about identification? N + 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distanc
e (how measured), and optical equipment: 

= pe ‘ ett Trenngh oo Daten ae ; 

+3 te, get oe EAS eer 21x ttl psa 

Previous experience with species and si
milar ones: 

De 
B. Cook S$. Uusmove 

References and persons consulted before 
writing description: Petersen die ld vide 

How long before field notes made? 
this form completed? 

uavi wa. 7 U Vant Field Revorts Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



19. 

PibLada’Lewearetate gas babe NOLO 

(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. am 

Species_ Aa rrows ix [deneye - (Mia Le 2. Number: One 

Location teovney hake Frement Céa nity 

pate: March 24, /98+¢ 5. Time Bird seen: 7‘09 P™__to 5. fe eM. 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage,.and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

A Striking black and White w ing pettern. pugey head 

Black hoc k dewn the chest yust ahead oF th
e cor. ae E Cre6Sent 

Onthe Side of the Face. rocked just blackt+white. NoCeler Seen 

on head 

Description of voice, if heard: 

Description of behavior: Precn! NG ~ f joaty oes 

Nabitat - general: forne y huke 

specific: 

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

Common Goldeneye - Head Shape - face pattewin~Wing + hook on Side 

f 

Distance (how measured)? Between 200 4 3560 ads . 12. Optical equipment: 7X35 

Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): ; : 

Previous experience with this species and = appearing species: 
| No ne. - COmMMENH Fo ldeneye's 

Other cbservers: Set mek. 
Dennis The mpson(Fiund bird) Eugene Armstreng - Reems 

Did the others agree with ycur identification? 

es 
— observers who iidepanduntts identified this bird: ROSS S40 €K 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
Robbins +F Nat. onal Geog books 

Didnilt need influ thceed . No dou dt aste bird's LD, 

x 

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? Ne xt pete a9 
~ 

Glecas Mhierra Chama 3 Address: | } 
Signature , : 

_ate:_ 9/25/ £4 city, scarehameacintile \Mlisins S20 3 © 

(over)



MibdadhOweoceat ge saa NOBLE 

(lowa, Missouri, Lllinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

4-9 
BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1.| Species__. J peer ns rtdenero 2. Number: oS v 

> Location __ Cantey 2 ps eS S W oo a, 

4. Date:_ 4%, -+- 24 5. Time Bird seen: 3 “24/7 M to a 2 py 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen _in the field): 

; rita eal — — —— —- ond ob tree ce teteelh/ 66 bye ere ae, 
se | | . 

fer hed “2 ‘es poy At An ,/ Aree erie y : over edu ie 7 am ’ 
* 

Qe ren! getdns “—~% 2S 

Pam 

7. Description of voice,. if heard: 7~+-2/J 

8. Description of behavior: 

9. labitat - general: 
specific: 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, wih irs Explain: 

11. Sistxace “(how ceatured)? , PSS oe - 12. Optical equipment: 7 ->5 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): | 
By ie 

revious expérience with this species an simi arly appearing species: a Kitadk Hh: h this sp d larl 
awl) 

15. Other ee s: Dowd Zhamyer 

16. Did the others agr with your identification? vee 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: re ge ee OD ah 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 

in| eee, rms Prone : Address: i ron Khe 

Signature 

_ Ate: z 25. Ee : City, State: fe ener 
{ 

2 hefenadlagoee a Qspin taped mh fort Golde 
—) Ly f £2 A fe okt OPfacewne,<.) ar f + be _ ‘ou 4 

Grlhee ) *



Midadheweoterate ba aes NEGATE 

(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 5Y -0] 

BIRDS: VERIFYING UMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1. Species__ (OW £ 2. Number: Pe — 

Location forue Zs La k Ee Fi regent oe 

. Date: S/obsy 5. Time Bird seen: 3730 co S't2 : ame 4 ’ 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage,.and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Medum-sized )yhack white Huck. fow of hi te = TS ou dark SC@ ler 

ace alu lous . Dork SB, coley of back extended a LY black / wh pote 

tl enbte 1 as opposed tas pat that eytende fron, unde niet Cita Hyon t spol a i | 

ree ol ve, the y00-Pillwes short ostubh : Hee fore head rose strauht up from te if ; 
J 48 Entire batik Vie of the heck grows ark. Had « pintacled ' 

y
 
7
 

£
 

8. Description of behavior: look because at | Cred ta § 

9. Habitat - general: Shallow) leke.. Feud 14 oper wa ter 

specific: , . 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

Compo n bolleae is ob wasted with tite duck. Both were iN SC40 at Sdme time. Oa couple 

“Occ@siehs, Common much wh steron sicles et nd w “Aq s Mo distiuct whcte ry spots On scapu
lars ’ 

Head triangu li - white spst didnot extend above LYL, Bill largev , , boy) 

11. Distance (how measured) ? Ap ru SD 302d, a 12. Optical equipment: Sey i : 
; ; no's 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in = vere to bird an 7 

UN weds ih west , OY sSernver rect ly souttet fhe pO bad ip + 

Ss experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 14, Previou ) 

None. We [ ines Pali he with Common Col MEE . 
15. Other cbservers: 

Fe agenes E lore Him stem. foss oy bee he: 
16. Did the others agree with ycur ntification? 

8 
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

Ornd les 
18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

U eel fobbins Nat. beos birel books , ictune on fmt of Audu bun's No <tea-Guide 

| ; | ) 4 
19. How long after obs¢rving this bird did you first write this description? uy days. Bighily 

Lonms : , LOMA Address: OO ge ‘ 
Signature | i , 

__ ate: 2 EY City, State: LsLomes SA, Se 3)0 

(over) 1) 



The Bemstrong' rae a had beey tp hiverfar fooking tor g §4-09 

nor | om ben vo, be stele ake Tey s of tHrousun J AR Sees 

at the eg sf enf of farney' with ne resi I+ 1 30 we moved ty the. 

midd Je parking qned, DL was gees outside # the car with g 

S$ cqoe On the ron When Y a of- — with ong wird Sdeo- stripe 5 

tky throu) my Lrell Wren. ees. ee passing L woticed 

a Fecnny ~ loo king goldenay € but didu't dhink much aboutit. Eloise ¢ Cene 

were looks From the car and no of Phem asked me FE had anything , 
Je king , tT sacd, cg ) Dire Grong tey Neeteegs da se fariow’s loldeney 2 oi 

They /aua hed and bene tal E [o/s€ a / hd oe Matity a Newtons. 

Pat £ happened to cus back om the qaldeney 2 and immedha tely 
Noticed the distinct sf s on the gp scapdlars, v4 hole? at thy Lbs 

Lb k and SBR n0s dnest sure itwis 4Barra’s, The on ly thug TL wash *¢ 

Sue about was Phe wh te facia | pee! spot. : could y ¥ rey male 
a Crescent OUte { CT, ce wm mideately had Cen t Ebi se bok at Tr, 

a b ene Was fit?>| toe it hada chescent. ALerwe nade q pasifve LU, we 

rushed and got Koss Silt t at his house, + he. agreed (Ff WAS gq Karrow’ s . 
Poy, wes he exc (ted, Wo showeclus como Crea tej Seay p, but most of fhe Fee se 
hed gone to fed by Hen Qo Wwe cou lu -t Fue an Koss , iia (weulllt tar-lave be ( WV/ou nt that have heoy { qvand- clam it Ue had Lounk the Cth ha mon Tox | 

BD fess goose, G, Seeup, jp Barrows C leoper, 2 Nn tho TAIMZ th ya ) } 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings im Iowa 

Species: BARROW'S GOLDENEYE | 

Location: Forney Lake, Fremont County, Iowa 

Type of Habitat: Marsh and lake 

When? date(s): March 24 and 25, 1934 

Name of Observer: Ross Silcock, Box 300, Tabor, Towa 51653 

Others: Gene and Eloise Armstrong; Dennis Thompson (March 24); 

m.ob. (March 235). 

Description: Taken from field notes made at the time (4.15 pm on 

March 24), copied verbatim: 

Male, alone, no female attached. 

Very dark back (white scapulars), dark rump, dark mark on 

breast (where Ring-necked Duck white). , 

Head (compared to nearby Common Goldeneyes) very putfty- 

vertical forehead, bill very stubby. White crescent (definitely 

different shape compared with Common) coming to point at top 

above eye. 

Tail long and pointed- stuck out; very obvious. 

Similar species: The above separates this bird from Common 

ee | | Goldeneye. My initial description of “white 
scapulars" is not very complete, as there was actually only a row 

of white spots along the scapulars. This row of white spots was 

very easy to pick up at a distance with binoculars. To me, the 

head shape and the darkness of the bird were key teatures. 

ANY disagreement with ID: No. 

Viewing conditions: Good. Excellent on 25th. Bird about £50 

, yards away on 24th. 10 x» SO Bushnell 

binoculars and 25X Balscope Sr telescope. Light both days good. 

Frevious experience: None, but familiar with Common Goldeneye. 

References used: None. 

Field notes made: immediately. This form: April 14.
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Barrow’s Goldeneye (1 male), 25 Mar 1984, Forney L., Fremont Co., 

lowa. 

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, [A 32240 

Other observers: M. Nolan (17 Mard: E. & E. Armstrong, D. Thompsom, 

R. Silcock (24 Mar); €. Bendor¢, 1. Staudt, T. Orav. SB. & te 

Fadelford, B.J. ® S. Rose, BH. Wilson, J. SchaufenbBuel, S&S. Dinsmore, 

and others (25 Mar). 

Time: 7:10 to 7:45 AM; off and on until 11 AM 

Habitat: Large Missouri River bottom lake. 

"The most obvious thing is the white facial mark which is very 

elongaged up and down compared to the Common Goldeneyes present. 

Also noted is the dark portion coming down to the water line at the 

neck and the smail row of light dots across the darker back. 

Sawed-off short tail; white under parts; white front; dark head 

(appeared greenish at times). Light eye. Hill ali dark. Head sort 

of flat on Back and rounded in fronts; not too sharp a forehead.” 

Row of dots seen later with Questar were more like vertical marks 

parallel to dark extension along shoulder. I cannot explain why the 

head looked green at times. 

Song: not heard 

Behavior: swimming and diving; flew twice. 

Conditions: Sunny, rear light at about 45 degrees; 100-200 yards 

fest); 8x Bbinocs, 20x scope, 50x Questar. 

Similar species: Vertical white mark on face, long dark shoulder 

mark, row of white marks on back, and head shape all eliminate 
Common Goideneye. — : 

Agreement: all. 

Previous experience: Seen once in Alaska. 

References/time used: Field guides used after viewing. 

Time of notes/typed: Dictated while viewing: written 6 days later.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Y 
ot -0) 

What species? Puryw's Le Ider byt How many? / 

Location? Forney bghé , Pernt fo Lowa .. 
7 ? 7 

‘ype of habitat?_ ¢Asiow , i ae hé 

When? date(s): March 25, 1944 time: 7... to F-ien, hen) 

Who?your name and address: Themfs J, srAuor 

others with you: Zqgv/ BengrFf , Tom Ként 

others before or after you: Pusen¢ Atm sttony Ross $,Mck Maas ALhirs 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under — 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

medium si2éd tempat™ duce with a ghyyt ark 6:11 paged itn 9 OSS ith 

hing with 4 créscenT Shapld whittle area on (ts cheehse ~~ Soret oo 

Merch, brtast, Forward sidés and under pav tS whi FE. 

Bach fume, ra, and Flanks black. 

The brrd Add a SEVVES of WAVIE oats 

Whrte wing patth above ThE P/anhs. 

thé blath on TALE bath Ex? €nded Poruntd tet shee 

‘A The 6houldér qyea and 4 Sma/ 

. 1 ’ ‘ 

° : — . 
fropeihien hitial, NG the néch/ breast Ven PYem rhe WAKE § Aig = 
ThE bids poster, gavk +t thé afpesvan c£ of | A F | 

tly lhane 
the overal/ 872E Wa comparable 

pf an ¥ Forward 

Similar species and how eliminated: , 

cCommin Goldéreye have 4 white spot, nota cfestent an TAC CMEK , 2 IFEERI Sh head 

And Shay muthr port Whrfe en Thr body ard FOlded we rge - 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? wd 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Sunny and cléar , exellent VI Fung Lind tons Fan behind us ang to ear (GAT sidé 

Z2OX SlopE 

— Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
man 5 GATIAGS Cf gwmmsn BOlASOnEYE | neonk 4 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

Cav! Berdotl, tam Kent observations dur GATING, =the Arduben See-e 7% 

How long before field notes made? jos, this form completed? sams dag 48 sighing 

Barrows 

master Garde Ww Birding 

ee iam on = ee 2 : —e 7) O*R ae es et Ee 794 Neornrhannte C#vnat Tawa City TA B2274a0N
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF 
825 7TH AVENUE 
IOWA CITY IA S2240 

SPECIES: Barrow’s Goldeneye NUMBER: 1 

LOCATION: Farmevisisce “COUNTY: Fremont 
DATE: 35 March 1984 TIME: 7AM “TO 10:30AM 

ee me mr opete 20008 20nte egees sneee penne penne sues sueee sunee seems ene semen, 

HABITAT: 

DESCRIFTION: Very similar to nearby Common Goldeneyes except for the 

following:Black on back more extensive in that it came down further on 

sides of sitting bird and also dipped down sides of bird on the front 

of the flank, almost dividing breast from flanks. Sides, breast, 
underparts all white. A distinct row of neat white patches on 

scapulars formed a horizontal stripe on side of bird. Head and neck 

all solid dark color with a slight greenish cast. Large white crescent 

behind bill on cheek. Profile of head was. distinctly flattened on back 
of head with a forward bulging forehead. Effect of head shape gave 
impression that bird was always leaning forward. Bill was smaller and 

stubbier than that of Commons. Feet were orange. 

Bird dove and swam quite actively. Several times it got up and flew 
several hundreds down lake (usually accompanied by a female goldeneye 

species). 

SIMILAR SFECIES--COMMENTS: The Common Goldeneye is eliminated by the 
above described pattern of black and white on sides and back, the 
large white crescent contrasted to the smaller round spot on face, and 
the head shape. , , 

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Others present and in agreement 
included Tom Kent, Tom Staudt, Ross Silcock, Joe Schafenbuel, Steve 
Dinsmore, Loren & Babs Fadelford, Tanya Bray, BJ & Sharon Rose, and 

Jim Sinclair. 

LIGHT CONDITIONS: Excellent with bright sun at our backs 

DISTANCE: 75-200 yds. (Estimated) EQUIPMENT:  25X scope, 7X binos 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SFECIES: First encounter 
with Barrow’s, quite familiar with Common Goldeneye. 

REFERENCES ,FERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIPTION: National 
Geographic Guide, Master Guide. 

FIELD NOTES MADE? 6 Hours THIS FORM DONE? 1 month 
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ILLINOIS vy 4] 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1. Species Boacreus G., bbe: Breit ot 2. Number of birds: / 

4. Date: (Mav. PS, (4RY 5. Time bird seen: /(. YOAA co 12. 47H 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include onty what actual was seen in the Enek8): 

j eure pou: AvlAw 
es _ OX ew Dee rae

 

BCDC t v AL 
sepested Br (( dark dard at, Gi.A subimmingh € Ul Wega avi we hXe e 

- 

L 

devtod: 

_7. Description of voice, if heard: _ wort hk Card 

8. Description of behavior: Diving LF bey am bag aud cat: Ag what loo bed (i ke « Ge eal. 

Ls h. 
9. Habitat - general: [piv evs hia he 

specific: Well aur é Ss (ake, a bet uo Chef the ceutts away Frem/evy e 

Stow Goose Flock: 
10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

— Common Ko Mew “eee < w dete Ab’VlA 
ow lex large cutnes bed 

ech bleckwitn aSeu white Nreaz ks Coumens 4 eavby Jor 

es A Parkfou: lad frou bach Came (arte race side abit 
Were Ys bei umes, 

ll. Distance (how measured)? Ye wi le wot. oe 12. Optical equipment oe seopel 

~ | 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): Fuuns hay 5 us 

bek tad ebgeners 
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: £0 (ad scey ba er 7 rs 

gl On 

15. Other observers: ¢ ou ics Co rect Brau Blevias, Paul 30 ha sq avd, Regers hep 

16. Did the others agree with your identification?y, es 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: Ress Sleock, Joe nat ge one 

Steve DP? nsnore +i otters, 

18. Books, illustrations and ete consulted, and how did these influence this a ta alae 

O euae (Ro bb Cus, Pe FEO & her aiperltasterc ajige @utvo 

arctan devrag obs. they conFicmed Lue obs. Gut did act (i nF lweuce dhesey, 

19, Hbw long after observing this bird did you first write this description? pe ng obs for 

no CCF, DF heurs se eee 

CF ter a COtitoan Address: 2 3 Mle Mau blud 

Signature 

Date? Mare PSAMALEY City. State: nzrrtetleemtated, Var EF py, 

(over) oe
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF 5Y-9) AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD , 
. Species Lyrray Goldenese. (Barephale bskendite) 2. Number / of 

Location Fornes bake {Feet ) 2 eq 

Date: Wap. 2,427 5. Time Bird Seen:,9- /O 47%. to 3°45 7M. 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

adit ting thek ol duh tad sick ct Sites ond! breost 
Ltd had Iwo rows | oy Sm & wh tte speTs er? heck C scegne lors) aha ~ Se 

the beck Loos black. Lui ck had a cre sent shepedb mak going Prot tn rent 

oF eye dlewon The cheek Eye Yas yellassh . Bi tl GePpeared hart 
ov grayish, 

| 
> 

. Description of voice, if heard: prox H4ERRD 

. Description of BEhaVION: Shy ormuns - dune, - Feeding 

° ad : 

. Habitat - general: Fa ivls skew, pee ‘i 

specific: Fre Goldeneye wows Seeding i tie T x frebe bly one ot He 
os > “obs 

. Similarly appeA tie? Codes whitch * GFeinated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 
Ctinmnan Goldeneye Aas roundish spoT in Rant of “ye “_ eS wat have os derk 

6f a back - has 770 Ore cahite sTreeks on back 
11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: 

13. 

fll 4a Sx SCOPE 

Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation tobi rd “and Fou) : 

CRar— aaadihes 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 
Pive Seer ie SPeCKES OnCe befos-e in Meh ard have seer) angry Cormmen 

15. Other observers: Francie Meore — : be lleneyes Cis e Cope (rm strong meny Sen 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

Did the others agree with your identification? Ye “ 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: Ree St 

ven, Cora 
Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
Mone were heehee , 

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? | day 

City, State: 
= 

Signature: Aofoo7 lip ac Maress:_/2 26 9, OIG 
Date: (LQ *° 2,12 EF



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 94 -) 

What species? Cares Goldeneye (Bucep hala islandica) How many? | a” and possibly 

Location? _Forne, Lake, Fremont Co. A 

Type of habitat? Cpe. Fresh Wate v with cattail edge. 

When? date(s): March 31 1934 time: 3:10 gm to 3:45 om 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 336 Fairfietd Ct. a ae Pe IA $0703 

others with you: Bab Muyevs : E vecne Avmstveng 

others before or after you: - ob. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

% | was SCanning the ducks at tHe Lake thecking ier Ma Gommcn Goldeneye when 

lreficed thot dem one of Ha Wek Goldeneye’s 
ial & different 5s 2&4 spot OW 

ids head. Beb and | had bean fold Heh The Gareuss ae Ideneye iad wot ae 

Seen Since 3/24 /ey¥ but tov git we wav ld oheck fe See Ltt
 was stiff there 

ov wet, Tle bivh ws leokaed te Sama site 25 tu Common Goldeneye around 

iL, the bird had adefinate evescent shaped white ave between its epe ak 

bill and evtend ing below He /e¥e. The birds land seemed te have a PY rple Sheen 

to 1t but Tt wes net Hot evident tvan with tHe Son Shining thet distance, 

He birds breast Was white aA its sicle (slewing Aheve the water) 
wes okie: 

theem birds becd had a steeper Slope le ifs for bead then the Common Goldeneye 

hext fo it, The spot ing on fle b
irds back was not as e

yfensive as or tha 

Common Geldeneye. Th. Liiva s ‘dail wes black ent its 272 fmm ws Ee nee 

Colexved. (ts bil did wet sean as long asthe Common Goldeneye, th
e black 

jyust behind tk breast. No voice
 writ heaved, Toa wes « r

e ae 

Stiyed beside Hs Male Barwws a(l dle tinue track {jt wes in view. A+4[u_ hina. 4 

did wet make rele of differences pant
 it and the Common Goidensyes eXeept on

 frst 

Similar species and how eliminated:~© “a mmon Goldeneye has Around CORTTS 

patch betwen its eye arch bill on He sida ee its head not a wah ie Cre SCaenk (Ke 

this bied had, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Nhe wet tha wake. that | 
K roc ae 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Soany [iqht comin Ln Ethiet os tk approe lOOyd. using 25 £40 Space master ond 

33% +SSx C4o C esbhon telosco pes. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: fi~st time | have seen Bavouw's 

Goldeneye. Have lads of exXpevience ix it, 
Pe lee ldeneye 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None 

How long before field notes made? A+ Sid-ting this form completed? le: hewcs pring : , 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ay 

What species? Ba. rrd 2's Golden 2 Ye How many? 

Location? Forney’s Lake . Fremont County, Lewy 
Pd at 

Type of habitat? @Pe”n lakez. mNa y-shy edie 
di , d 

When? date(s): April 6, SOFA time: 2.40 to «<. 50 7. 

Y 
: 

Who?your name and address: Beth 7-0 € soho ldt F a Sc on & J sade. 

others with you: PAYIis Harry . Marlyn Lekwa 
FA Fd rr 

others before or after you: /MAaANY 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
Dar & head (appeared black AL crescent of white on Sides 

of face, black across back ki ith white patches on Scapulars 
i dames @s white da ts od Sometimes long” “pers, Black of 

back evtended onte Sides of breast = ‘much Lethe: Man 

a Common Golden eye's; bohite breast under parts, 1”? cladrng 

threat. Except Pe a. short dome is la 3 dryrng rad feeding 

(L assume) G!nos#- constantly, Once oa though 4 A Stu qd 

Similar species and how eliminated: Com
m od) Coldene{e — the bit * 

Aad mutch mere Slack on i
ts back , J down of to its b

ide of rts breast 

than a Gommen lacie a qs wellas 
& crescent wh te face Sk 

instead ef roun . 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 1.2 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

ear day, Sun behind + +2 side, Is across (ake, then chser 

Gbout 50-CofeekH +-) — prneculars + me telescope 

Previous experience with species and pip ones: M
CVEF A Barrew’s, but mary 

Commen Goldeneye , 
Refe nce and persons consulted before writing description: Field Guides- Pe tersars, 

eo b ins et al, atropal Geoqgrap ve 

How long before field’ notes made? S ar ‘hour this form completed? Apr
il 4 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


