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Barrow’s Goldeneye 75
in Fremont Co., Iowa, and an Analysis
of Interior Vagrancy Patterns

W. ROSS SILCOCK
Box 300
TABOR, IOWA 51653

On March 24, 1983, I was contacted by Denis Thompson, Eugene Armstrong,
and Eloise Armstrong, who had just identified a Barrow’s Goldeneye (Buccphala
islandica) at Forney’s Lake in Fremont County. We immediately returned to the
lake and found the bird, apparently Iowa’s first confirmed record (Dinsmore et al,
1984). After notifying other birders that evening, many came to see the bird on
March 25, a Sunday. Among them was Tom Kent, who photographed the Barrow's
Goldeneye at some distance, resulting in the identifiable photographs used with
this article. Upon spreading the word of the bird’s presence, it was discovered that
ithad in fact been found first on March 17 by Michael Nolan of Ames, Iowa.

Many observers have forwarded documentation forms to the Iowa Or-
nithologists’ Union Records Committee, and the description given here is to some
extent a distillation of the critical identification points noted.

The immediate impression of the swimming bird was its darkness by com-
parison with the many nearby Common Goldeneyes. This darker appearance was
due to much reduced white on the wings, to the point that all that remained was a
row of white spots entirely surrounded by black. There was also a larger area of
black in the shoulder area, with the black feathering reaching almost to the water.
Comparison with Common Goldeneyes also revealed a significant difference in
head shape, to me probably the most interesting point, as it allows separation of
females also, the plumages of female Common and Barrow’s Goldeneyes being
very similar on swimming birds. The Barrow’s Goldeneyes had an almost vertical
forehead rising from the base of the bill, while nearby Common Goldeneyes show-
ed a rearward slope of the forehead, almost at 45 degrees (see photos). Further
more, the bill of the Barrow’s was noticeably small, adding to the “puffy-
headed” appearance of the bird. The Barrow’s also had an obviously crescent-
shaped white area between the eye and the bill, with the upper point of the crescent
reaching above an imaginary line between the eye and bill, while the round spot of
the Common was completely below such a line. This was noticed by Carl Bendorf

Common Goldeneyes, 25 March 1984 Forney L. Photo by T.H. Kent
Barrow's Goldeneye, 25 March 1984 Forney L. Photo by T.H. Kent
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of Iowa City. These factors lent a diagnositc appearance to the head of the Bar-
row's Goldeneye, and could be used to determine whether a female was present. In
my opinion there was no female with the bird March 24 or 25, but indications were
made to me that a female was seen at later dates, although I have seen no
documentation of such a bird or birds.

There are two breeding populations of Barrow's Goldeneye in North America,
and a case can be made, based on records from the states surrounding lowa, for
appearance in lowa of birds from either population. Of course, confirmation of
such conjecture is only possible through banding data, as noted by Palmer (1976).
One group breeds near the Atlantic coast of Canada, normally wintering along the
Atlantic coast south as far as New Jersey, with a small number wintering in
southwestern Lake Michigan and on “‘open stretches of rivers in that general
region’’ (Palmer, 1976). The other group breeds in the mountains of southern
Alaska, western Canada. and the northwestern United States, as far
southeastward as Wyoming. These western birds winter primarily on the Pacific
coast as far south as California, although there are a few birds which winter on
open water in the interior, such as at Yellowstone National Park (Palmer, 1976).

Thus there are wintering birds from both breeding populations in areas from
which vagrants may easily reach lowa, Wintering birds are often found on Estes
Lake on the eastern edge of the Colorado Rockies (Lane and Holt, 1973), and on the
Missouri River at Garrison Dam in North Dakota (Lambeth and Faanes, 1981).
Such birds would be expected to move southwestward in the late fall if cold
weather caused freezeup of their wintering areas (due to the northwesternly direc-
tion of the prevailing winds at that time), and would likely enter drainages of such
southeastwardly flowing river systems as the Platte in Nebraska and the Missouri
in South Dakota, Nebraska, lowa, and Missouri. The evidence for such a move-
ment is strong, in that there have been some 16 records from Nebraska and South
Dakota, most near major river systems, and at such times as to indicate move-
ment in fall and spring as well as overwintering (Whitney et al, 1978; Johnsgard,
1980: Cortelyou, 1983). Interestingly, 4 of 6 South Dakota records and 7 of 11
Nebraska records are in spring. This point will be discussed further.

Wintering birds presumed to be from the eastern breeding population
(Palmer, 1976) can be found on Lake Michigan, and Bohlen (1978) considers Bar-
row's Goldeneye to be a rare migrant and winter resident in Illinois, implying
regular status in the state. In Minnesota and Wisconsin Barrow’s Goldeneye ap-
pears to be somewhat less regular, being listed as casual in Minnesota on Lake
Superior and the Mississippi River (Green and Janssen, 1975), while Barger et al
(1975) indicate irregular occurrence on Lake Michigan from fall into spring. Re-
cent records in Illinois cited by Bohlen include several from parts of the state away
from Lake Michigan, suggesting southward movement during late fall and winter
of a few individual birds. That some birds winter on the Mississippi River is in-
dicated by Clawson (1982), who shows Barrow's Goldeneye to be a winter vargrant
on the Mississippi in northeast Missouri.

These data indicate that Brrow’s Goldeneye may reach lowa from the east via
Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River or from the west via the Missorui or
Platte Rivers.

It is interesting to speculate on the reasons why most of the western records
(South Dakota and Nebraska) are in spring. A simple explanation may be that in
fall some male first year birds (the age class most prone to wander) still retain the
female-like Basic I plumage and are overlooked, although Palmer (1976) states
that most young males have acquired the adult drake-like Alternate | plumage by
mid-winter. By spring however, all males should have acquired adult drake-like
plumage and would be less likely to be overlooked. A more intriguing possibility 1s
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that some of the Barrow’s Goldeneyes derived from the eastern population and
wintering on Lake Michigan may move in a northwestward direction in spring
after being forced south by bad winter conditions, especially those birds wintering
on the Mississippi River. These birds might follow the Missouri-Platte systems in
spring, assisted by the prevailing southeastward winds at that time of year, thus
augmenting the numbers of birds found in spring on these river systems.

(Thanks are due to Thomas H. Kent for critically reviewing this article.)
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Waveland Mar. 19-20 (AB), while singles at Ballard W.M.A., Ky.,
Apr. 7 (LRa, DN) and Big Island W.M.A., O., Apr. 14 (J) were locally
unusual. Small numbers of Ross' Geese were reported from 2 s.w. lowa
locations where they are regular migrants. A total of 7 Cinnamon Teal
sightings from lowa Mar. 17-May 19 was greater than normal, while
one wandered E to Carlyle L., 1ll., Apr. 18 (tSR). Quite unexpected
was an apparent N. Shoveler x Am. Wigeon hybrid at Brookville Res.,
Ind., Apr. 11 (JC). It was a good spring for Eur. Wigeon with at least
two in the w. Lake Erie marshes, different males near Lawrenceburg,
Ind.-O., Mar. 18-21 (tJBe, tRH, m.ob.) & 30-31 (1MM et al.), and
one at Sweet Marsh, Ia., Apr. 15-17 providing only the 3rd record for
that state (tFM, TRM, m.ob.).

Inland Greater Scaup sightings increased dramatically. Flocks of 50
at Mark Twain N.W.R_, Ill., Mar. 2 (SR) and Brookville Res., Ind.,
Mar. 15 (TLe, JB) were unusual while smaller numbers elsewhere
included several birds lingering through May 10. Harlequin Ducks are
searce spring migrants along the Great Lakes; hence, one at Oregon, O,
Mar. 12 (JP) and one-to-two at Chicago Mar. 22-Apr, 10 (HR, JL et al.)
were noteworthy. Oldsquaws were scarce along the Great Lakes where
the largest flock was of 15. However, they staged a strong movement
across Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois and lowa where there was a total of 16
inland sightings including an unprecedented 17 at Barkley L. and 25 at
Kentucky L., Ky., Mar. 31 (BP). A few Black and Surf scoters ap-
peared along the Great Lakes while inland records consisted of two
Blacks at North Branch Res., O., Apr. 25 (J) and four Surfs at Beaver-
creek Res., O., Apr. 3 (TBa) plus singles at Coralville Res., Ia., Apr. 9
(T) and Mendota, 111, Apr. 24-26 (JHm). White-winged Scoters peaked
with 475 at Wilmette, I1l., Mar. 3 (JL) while a late bird lingered at
Cleveland through May 31; the only inland sighting was at Columbus,
Q., Apr. 10 (JF). Commen Goldeneyes were numerous along L. Erie
where 6000 were present in Lorain, O., Mar. 10 (VF). Last but not
least, lowa's first Barrow's Goldeneye record was provided by a male
photographed at Forney L., Mar. 17-Apr. 6 (1MN, tm.ob.—ph.).

Male Barrow's Goldeneye, Forney L., la., Mar. 25, 1984. First lowa
record, Photo/T.H. Kent.

HAWKS — The hawk migration got off to a slow start during
March’s unfavorable weather. However, a substantial movement ac-
companicd the late April warming trend and culminated in large flights
along the Great Lakes Apr. 25-28.

As many as seven Black Vultres at Brookville Res., Ind., through
May 15 (m.ob.) and one at Horseshoe L., Ill., Apr. 26 (1JV) were n. of
their normal range. Turkey Vultures peaked at 125-170 at several loca-
tions in Ohio and Indiana. Ospreys arrived on time, and their numbers
continued to improve in most areas. Mississippi Kites were fairly nu-
merous along the Mississippi R. in w. Kentucky where daily counts of
13-17 were reported during the last one-half of May. Extralimital kites
wandered N to Channahon, I1l., May 5 (JO) and Morgan, 1ll., May 13-
20 (PW). Wintering Bald Eagles departed during March; migrants were
more widely reported from the e. states this spring. Accipiters were
generally observed in normal numbers with the largest Right composed
of 140 Sharp-shinned and 22 Cooper’s hawks at Dunes S.P., Ind., Apr.
26 (KB). This spring's N. Goshawk movement was comparable to last
year's and consisted of one-to-three birds at each of 11 lowa, 10 Illinois.
6 Indiana and 2 Ohio sites through May 1.
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No large Red-shouldered Hawk flights developed this spring. Large
numbers of Broad-winged Hawks migrated along the Great Lakes dur-
ing the last week of April as exemplified by a peak of 2000 + in Orrawa.
O.. Apr. 25 (fide JG). This flight was not apparent inland. Swainson’s
Hawks invaded the w, states with 14 sightings in Towa and 10 in
Missouri including flocks of 21 at Cherokee, Ia., Apr. 30 (MBr) and 19
at Taberville Prairie, Mo., Apr. 14 (LM). In addition to lllinois’ nesting
birds, two were noted at Horseshoe L., Apr. 20 (tLB). A Ferruginous
Hawk was discovered at Springficld, Mo., Feb. 22 where it is a casual
migrant (YCT). The total of 7 Golden Eagle reports from Indiana, Ohio
and Illinois was slightly greater than normal for recent springs. Both
Merlins and Peregrine Falcons continued their gradual improvement
with at least 12 and 26 sightings, respectively. Prairie Falcons have
become rare but regular migrants through the w. states. In addition to
wintering birds, single Prairies were observed near Lester, Ia.. Mar. 9
(fDH). Forney L., Ta., Mar. 25 (1P) and in Alexander. Ill., Mar. 31
(tJRo).

GROUSE THROUGH CRANES — A Greater Prairie-Chicken in
Sullivan, Mo., May 3 had wandered 100 mi from its normal range (RT).
Rails were generally reported in fair numbers. Yellow Rails were more
widely observed than normal with single birds in 4 Towa marshes plus
single locations in Missouri, Ohio and Illinois Apr. 13-May 22. The
only Black Rail was captured at Fairmount, I1l., May 30 (JS). King
Rails have not shown any improvement with a total of 9 sightings this
spring. As many as 10-12 were noted at Little Portage River W.M. A,
O. (JP er al.), while four adults and a nest at Reelfoot N.W.R,, Ky.,
May 27 were unusual for that state (BP et al.). Peak concentrations of
Virginia Rails and Soras were 17 and 37, respectively. Extralimital
Purple Gallinules appeared at Mammoth Cave N.P.,, Ky., Apr. 28-29 (J
& PB, KO—ph.), Mingo N.W.R., Mo., Apr. 28-May 14 (1RL, m.ob.)
and near Alton, Ill., May 5-27 (RE, tPS, m.ob.). Common Moorhens
were thought to have increased in several states. Normal numbers of
Sandhill Cranes were observed along their regular migration corridor
between w. Ohio and e. Illinois. Extralimital records included one-to-
three at 3 Towa locations and two in Holmes, O., May 2 (DK).

SHOREBIRDS — The shorebird migration was considered to be
relatively good in many areas. As usual, large concentrations were very
locally distributed and generally of short duration, Migrant Lesser Gold-
en-Plovers returned Mar. 17 and peaked with 1000-4000 in Tllinois and
150-900 in the other states. Two early Semipalmated Plovers returned to
Louisville Apr. 6 (DN). It was a dismal spring for Piping Plovers with
only 3 sightings from lowa where a large group of 10 was found at the
IPL ponds, Pottawattamie May 28 (BW). The 13 Am. Avocet reports
constituted a normal spring flight. They were scattered across all states
except Kentucky with locally unusual concentrations of 24 at Huron,”
O., Apr. 27 (DC, TL) and 22 near Rockford, TI., Apr. 28 (L]). Num-
bers of Willets continued to improve. They appeared at a total of 38
locations in all states but were most numerous in the w. states with a
maximum of 64 at the IPL ponds, la., Apr. 26 (BW). In the e. states,
largest reported flocks consisted of six to 15 Willets, A remarkably early
Spotted Sandpiper returned to S.C.R., Mar. 7 (L). Upland Sandpipers
were generally discovered in normal numbers at traditional nesting
areas. The flock of /0] Whimbrels in Wayne, O., May 26 was unprec-
edented for this Region (JHe, DK). Between three and seven were found
at 3 n. Ohio sites while singles at Hendrickson Marsh, la., May 12-13
(tSD eral.), Jefferson City, Mo., May 19 (JR), Ray, Mo., May 19 (CH,
MMec) and LaMoille, IIl., June 3-5 (+JHm, m.ob.) were unexpected.
Hudsonian Godwits were restricted to Iowa, Illinois and Missouri with a
maximum of 67 at Colo, Ia., May 11 (HZ). Marbled Godwits were
fairly scarce with one to six reported from 5 Iowa and 2 Ohio locations.

Red Knots were restricted to Ohio with scattered sightings along L.
Erie plus 2 inland reports including a remarkable 47 in Seneca, 0., May
18 (TBa). An early Sanderling returned to Columbus, O., Apr. 23 (JF).
They were scarce along the Great Lakes but appeared at scattered inland
sites where one at Kentucky L., May 9 (CP) and three in Fulton May 27
(BP et al.) provided rare spring records from Kentucky. A Semipalmat-
ed Sandpiper at Colo., Ia., Apr. 14 was carly (T). Single W. Sandpipers
were scattered across Illinois and Missouri while 12 in Allen, Ind., May
18 provided a remarkable spring concentration anywhere in the Region
(Haw). White-rumped Sandpipers were observed in normal numbers
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation
by the Records Committee
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union
SPECIES: BARROW'S GOLDENEYE
DATE SEEN: March 17, 1984
SITE OF OBSERVATION: pForney Lake, Fremont County
OBSERVERS: Michael Nolan, Dennis Thompson, Gene and Eloise Armstrong, Tom Staudt,
DATE OF REVIEW: & 1984
METHOD OF REVIEW: Circulation by mail to Records Committee
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: I-P

COMMENTS:

Well-described by many observers and diagnostically-photographed by Tom
Kent, this first confirmed state record was very welcome,

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or record1ng available for
review by the Committee

IT = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
IIT = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category aareed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa &Y

What species? gAnﬁth Cu.pgrd Egg How many? I
cation? Founﬂﬂly'.;; LAKE '_ FegmonT Co.

Type of habitat? LAaxE

When? date(s): Marew 17, 19%Y  time: ‘{:30'“' to Yrag"

Who?your name and address: MuitnAaEL NOLAN " 701 Capeoce 2 AMQJ JA L0010
others with you: LinpA T ALEWK | |
others before—or after you: Rm; Silank ; Steve D lusmare

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of.a11 parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

.%ur-— & commwn Goldemene.
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N dhd Sk et Ay Mtk

- ...J u \‘i‘ CoOMmmo= ,o”fho’o lu-u g [

Similar species and how eliminated:
Co-".ou Glle'noba - feQ &vaq

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? N |

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Jﬁa WXW%% zntx,t,.xﬁ W.J‘zw

Previous experience with species and similar ones: B Cook s Diunuvg
References and persons consulted before writing description:  Petfevses dield vede
How long before field notes made?_@Lﬁ_‘,%_,this form completed?

unvi wn. T u vant Field Reports Editor. 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



Flldaliwesuvarr 1y et Aol

(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATIONM OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD, 7‘( b
1. Species__ Aarrow's (o/cjcnc_gre__-—m&l-e 2. Number: 0re
>+ Location _Fg yney Lake Frement Cou n‘l'/v
5. pate: Maych 24,1984 5. Time Bird seen: .09 P M _to S 20 ﬁ/ﬂ

€. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):

A StriKing black cnd White w fnj paftern. P“FF\/ heec d
Black hock dewn fhe chest yust ahead ef the coing CreeFent
onthe S,de o4 The face . cocked just blackvwhite, Noceler Seecn
Un j\e’_md

7. Description of voice, if heard:
8. Description of behavior: Preen flﬂﬁ 5 f Joat, "‘j

9. Habitat - general: fevney heke
specific:

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain:
Commen Go!deneje - Head Shape - face Tdﬂév"n-w;n? * hook orn 5 1 de

L)

11. Distance (how measured)? Betw een 200 L 360 %JS 12. ‘Optical equipment: TXAS
7Ly ;Lcézu;.s-u-f-ﬂ-

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): .

Brignt ovevcast behind asuv Back U(rvqpad /’"l“f“:"’l
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:

Nom - Clhrmen Jd!dtr}?&le's
15. Other cbservers: . . A fve i e =
Dennis Thempson(feund bird) Eugene Armsiveng - Ro=ss=

16. Did the others agree with ycur identification?

es
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: £0S55S Srleo X

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
Robbins ¥ Nationa l Geeq books

D/ JIn1T need I-n,f/u r;.c,ec(__' N> &aqlf as feo bivds 1D,

1

19. How long after observing this bird did you. first write this description? /\/‘?’f P LA 3

-~

MM‘::? Address:
Signature )
ate:_ 9/ 5/#‘74 : City, Statw% S oo 3
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(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. J,L(-a
1. Species___5 4 B, £ }c/ 2. Number: e 4
>« Location ._%gmg,_) Ll - S W _Ja.-v..\)
4. Date:_=%, b 34 5. Time Bird seen: 2 22 2 7M to S5 120 P]\;)

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):
. UH&':J/"' 3&;;_..: J Qs sl IR ey P | ,-é Mgk ndd svdniht glgared i gnw

Ol ) ) - . T ; .
4 g L ’dﬁé«% Sl G p At AN M._Zo d.(,-L._v & 7}_‘4‘,{_‘1 M.T,_
//’5" “" o bpmey At A~ /.«rv--‘-’ = "L\Ec--‘:t) ,12..4,1‘0 P u-.-ub...t- ,LL“ 0
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7. Description of voice, if heard: ~—aJ

8. Description of behavior:

Dot A.Adu.r\-—-O f(j-/un_m,.,:] 4—{_«?:.4,
9. Nabitat ’ general: J
specific:

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, \& \&, Explain:
Wﬁd%&wwm-% Q.AJLJ:J; OMJJ?.UF@M Q‘VW'RZE)
- Mgb Aapnt f Q,W“\J) g J_f.)-;d,p—a v Braehd ) ansad b Kaaa) A-“"'Aﬂ-w; MW
Aaoalie © Ao i . :
11. Distance (how measured)? o "3’-1’*) - el 12. ‘Optical equipment: 7.3
Qo‘anlw‘%?b/

13. Light (sky, light on bird, pesition of sun in relation to bird and you):

14, %‘gﬁéf; exp?rlence wf:h this sp.ec:les and similarly appearing species:

15. Other cbservers: Lot //j"‘-‘*‘“’)’“”’

16. g&;ﬁ: ot%cc?;smagr wzth your identification? ,D,L)

17] Other observers who independently identified this bird: (RAsac’ Lol

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?
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Signature
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BIRDS: VERIFYING UMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.
1. Species_ 1o £ 2. Number: .1- L

>+ Location fz:mm/‘s ZI{/(Q ’ FVE’ﬂWf Co
/ -
4. Date: %/é?/&y 5. Time Bird seen:_ 3 ¢3O to 5T

7

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):

Wﬁ/]jéé{fum—wzef/);/cgck&vén‘e d/;fcé )(5);(/(?15 M;fe '5/6’2‘!3 on Z?v/dl'k SCQ/PC(/W"S
_—e_ 9é0/0¢/5. _qu/( @ Co/d)f in?d.cé .e)(‘ﬁ?ﬁqé;/ mto é/éc/( /[W}e olud
Jaw iflﬁl’S}?f/ﬂéh Sj{fesand;%:?sf' ij/}zrf@ Meed was dyrk with @ white
g sploteh ! (@ opposed tospot) that eptended Lrom undsrnonth Gront sicle of e
Lo A Al Ly ol ity 4]
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8. Description of behavior: /O&k bm,“e op )1 Cted 4 /_

9, llabitat - geuneral: §A¢/£W A?»ée‘, Fu‘uuc(m op«ﬂyg wyqter,

specific:

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: /
e

Common [w/ eneye was obfa’wp/w(flz -fbrs Gf’aclx’, 5)1‘11 weve IN $c4® 4T Sdme fime 214 coup
 occasions, Common mucd whiteron Stc/es‘and’u/,lw < Mo destuct whote @ :[ao'{‘s on smpufars '
H?M('i’mu’u b - white spst did not extend above oye, Bill larger, 2ov)
11. Distance (how measured)?%,fryl 2527,300(,//(, 12. Optical equipment: S'c,a)aef

' - glﬁﬁ\s
13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun jn relation to bird an yzu):
Sun wes n west , 0D Senver %mc*fy Sou !d-f—f/ae j,/w/, (962'2-{ fﬁ’ il

(!
14, Previous e7peri.ence with, this species and similarly appearing species:

Jéﬂe, Well acguact mf’é Commom éd/o@meye ,

15. Other cbservers:

Eugener Elorse #t'msfv?Mél. FOSC SI )cc-c./<,
16. Did the others agree with ycur 1ldentification?

&5
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:

Cga/éj. )

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

l/w/ )eaﬂmsj 1/41’, Geos blm{éz:a»é_s, ﬁc+uN on Lyont of /]N/uéth's /)fﬂ-&‘f“@urn/e

matehes bl pertectly.
{}@M{r)

19, How long after obsgrving this bird did you first write this description? Lftjﬂys, tandy

;.00/7/]/}{/_{\//’7 : MW/?E&VZ Address: /f@ QZ—'%— .

Signature

/7
ate: ;/.2_ Z/g:?/ . 'City, State: Qj%//tﬂS/ Zr §0310

(over) k&




'ﬁ{e ’ﬂrmsf’z‘”‘j\S*I A‘?b/ }M@W +p ﬁ(/v?ff?‘w? /ﬁo,émﬁ“éfr q g -0

@CMWMZ&W 76?5(/, %Ac[’, Mweﬂ% + Fd”""ﬁ’g 4 /w/(
o o %s‘s\ ber 2, e Wﬂfcjfd/-%& tey s &F%asﬂ%/) 5@ Sww s

@t 7"/1& €z st C’;z/ap J@r"ﬂé’yg wn‘A ne e sul ) S0 we mac/ea/"-;\'-f,g +he
mr///f )odmémj e, T wus s outside ol the car w1t g
sar;ua oh 1‘/@. to2 T When & }szma-ﬁ .sccr_g/.’)_s w;ﬁ_ Am«j wmgsﬁqé- sfrf/je‘s

Flew Hhrouh my felef pf- view. ‘éﬁ&- L prssing L notread

A L“””V'/""/f‘”ff ga%,g/e hit didnt -{»Am/f- much about 1f., FEloise +Cene
were looking frm the car and e of %/wﬂ/{ gsked me f"ﬂ'ZA"‘//d”V%‘”‘]g '
'f);/émcj, 1 Sqwf’, "ﬁpff(rd*)c@mfﬂf Scm%, ¢ &&fmw\s éo/&[él/lf’yé oy
’f/zéy /fmﬁha/ 4/1// Lene ﬁ// Elise T A fad 2 % ;7'3/&’84/1‘03”,
But T Ad/}/bﬂfé’cf fp fecys back o g ga/a/awyé. c?ffﬂ/fmﬂw/m ff’/y
Moticed 1‘4@ zq(r;frnc-/’ 5/07"5 on the @Smpaf/ary, T toked 74 +he /@)jrhs
q_.v,é zm:/ @'i/ws t//msfswe itwaes aKanand's, 7-42 0'7/4/ H”"ﬁ T wasn >4
Stte cz[wmf' W4 S ‘/A? Mee ‘@ctq/@f'__gfo-}*, T Coqfa(n + /}-?f///y /%’6{4;6
a4 crescenst oyt T, I {W/}Wq-(;e{(f )&4/ Gens %Eé’léé /az),éq-f ( f)
+ bene Wspf)!ﬂue H’f'w//a( chescent. ﬂ-pv‘é’f’wé%d( q}azm‘(r/é J:D} we._
-wa‘m"{ got fos Stheoc b at #ues AMS&/ “ Ao theeq/ (f wis o Barrow <
&y,w: /lzexu'-é@ﬂ //e S}L'JMC/QS. SHne 6!:247‘.@;\ 5«:«;(/»;:J bu—f Most of %/{4 geese
Aw/gam to -@L/éy 79(!/4) L e wqfo/w i ocrw/dﬂ7 /Qms" 2SO,
(’WPH/"{H)W‘ that Mve bap 4 qrzm/— s)am 1+ we had Lound —{‘Aa Cinre mon Ta |
& . Koos§ gonse, &, Scm/o, # Barmy G.)Jrsze an Phe same g ) ) }
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa
Species: BARROW 'S GOLDENEYE
Location: Forney Lake, Fremont County, Iowa
Type of Habitat: Marsh and lake
When? datels): March Z4 and 25, 1984
Name of Observer: Ross Silcock, Box 300, Tabor, Iowa 51653

Others: Gene and Eloise Armstrongs Dennis Thompson (March 24);
m.ob. (March 235).

Description: Taken from field notes made at the time (4.15 pm on
March 24), copied verbatim:

Male, alone, no female attached.

Very dark back (white scapulars), dark rump, dark mark on
breast (where Ring-necked Duck white).

Head (compared to nearby Common Goldeneyes) very puffy-
vertical forehead, bill very stubby. White crescent (definitely
different shape compared with Common) coming to point at top
above eye.

Tail long and pointed- stuck out; very obvious.

Similar species: The above separates this bird from Common

Goldeneye. My initial description of "white _
scapulars" is not very complete, as there was actually only a row
of white spots along the scapulars. This row of white spots was
very easy to pick up at a distance with binoculars. To me, the
head shape and the darkness of the bird were key teatures.

Any disagreement with ID: No.

Viewing conditions: Good. Excellent on Z25th. Bird about 250
yards away on 24th. 10 x 50 Bushnell

binoculars and 25X Balscope Sr telescope. Light both days good.

Frevious experience: None, but familiar with Common Goldeneye.

References used: None.

Field notes made: immediately. This form: April 14,
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY EBIRD SIGHTING

Barrow’'s Goldeneye (1 male), 25 Mar 1984, Forney L., Fremont Co.,
lowa.

Thomas H. kKent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, IA S2Z240

Other observers: M. Nolan (17 Mar); E. & E. Armstrong, D. Thompsom,
K. Silcock (24 Mar); C. Bendorf, T. Staudt, T. Bray. B. & L.
Fadelford, E.J. % S. Rose, B. Wilson, J. Schaufenbuel, S. Dinsmore,
and others (25 Mar).

Time: 7:10 to 7:45 AM: off and on until 11 AM
Habitat: Large Missouri River bottom lake.

"The most obvious thing is the white facial mark which i1s very
elongaged up and down compared to the Common Goldeneyes present.
Also noted is the dark portion coming down to the water line at the
neck and the small row of light dots across the darker back.
Sawed-off short tail:; white under parts:; white front; dark head
{appeared greenish at times). Light eye. Eill all dark. Head sort
of flat on back and rounded in front:; not too sharp a forehead."
Row of dots seen later with bBuestar were more like vertical marks
parallel to dark extension along shoulder. I cannot explain why the
head looked green at times.

Song: not heard
Behavior: swimming and diving; flew twice.

Conditions: Sunny, rear light at about 45 degrees; 100-200 yards
{est); 8% binocs, 20x scope, S0x Ruestar.

Similar species: Vertical white mark on face, long dark shoulder
mark, row of white marks on back, and head shape all eliminate
Common Goldeneye.

Agreement: all.

Frevious experience: Seen once in Alaska.

References/time used: Field guides used after viewing.

Time of notes/typed: Dictated while viewing: written 6 days later.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa l{
FY{ -1

What sp‘ecies? Burppw s ér&’ﬁ"’" How many? /

Location? Forﬁn;; bakt | Freopap o Lowd

ype of habitat? 444%‘,/,. mucshy cdyed hAit

When? date(s):_tavch 25, /944 time: 7 4., t0_ 300 f

Who?your name.and address: Thsmpas T, SrRUDT

others with you: Zqs/ Bengrf, Topm KénZ~

others before or after you: Eugtnt ﬂ(,,,,ﬁm;; Baii & el MM? e

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

med cam 244 z;m,uc?' duch wWi'Fh a4 Shirt dark 5«‘”;%';{’- ?&5”/ Jirh
Atad wiTh a créscen? J’lmpﬁ/ Wh\FE ArER 2 h S chezhs - ’
Weeh | bréast, Fotuard $ides and indér parts whirE.

Back, ramp, réi'l, and Flanks §lech.

The bird hid a Servgs oFf VACTE Jgfs in
Wh 1t wag Privh  abovr THE Llanks .

The blach on TAE bach &xtn

foifhibden  diitamy v 45:«4,/”:1 Fﬂ::dﬂ;: ai:ﬂ Pl i

- WA TE S e

TAE bivdS posFepy Fave Tt TAE sgpcivance  Hp
ThE overal! $726 nogg Comparablé

The §hoalder qréa and “ Small

o ti'n u#/j? //—;m‘fy Foraary’
rv .
’1“""7 Commen Grlvhneys

Similar species and how eliminated:
Commen Goldérneve have & white spat, nots CMEsCant an ThE CAEER , a gréenish hen/

And Shay, muth nork whifE en ThAF s/uf7 ard ~O/ded w’r‘llf( i

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? #?

[f yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Sunny and clear ,Execlleal ViEasny (g 1i#ns Sun 6hind wi and te. oor cogAT s dF

AOX Scope

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
Many §ghTIgS OF Gommon goldentye, nent o

References and persons consulted before writing description: de v Bivdin
Capl BéndstF, Tom Hen? observations duriAg $°9ATM, " pht fuduben SoceX; o U1 il L LA : 7

How long before field notes made? /zjp this form completed?.sum, dsy 25 E.‘ﬁﬁ‘,/

8‘ flfm.‘

. o s Bl B 8 N . FA2eas A1 Riahawde Cetmnat Tawa ity TA R2740
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF
825 7TH AVENUE
I0WA CITY IA 52240

SPECIES: Barrow’'s Goldeneye NUMBER: 1
LOCATION: Forney’'s Lake COUNTY: Fremont
DATE: 25 March 1984 TIME: 7AM TO 10:30AM
HABITAT:

DESCRIFTION: Very similar to nearby Common Goldeneyes except for the
following:Black on back more extensive in that it came down further on
sides of sitting bird and also dipped down sides of bird on the front
of the flank, almost dividing breast from flanks. Sides, breast,
underparts all white. A distinct row of neat white patches on
scapulars formed a horizontal stripe on side of bird. Head and neck
all solid dark color with a slight greenish cast. Large white crescent
behind bill on cheek. Profile of head was distinctly flattened on back
of head with a forward bulging forehead. Effect of head shape gave
impression that bird was always leaning forward. EBill was smaller and
stubbier than that of Commons. Feet were orange.

Bird dove and swam quite actively. Several times it got up and flew
several hundreds down lake (usually accompanied by a female goldeneye
species).

SIMILAR SPECIES--COMMENTS: The Common Goldeneye is eliminated by the
above described pattern of black and white on sides and back, the
large white crescent contrasted to the smaller round spot on face, and
the head shape.

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Others present and in agreement
included Tom Kent, Tom Staudt, Ross Silcock, Joe Schafenbuel, Steve
Dinsmore, Loren &% Babs Fadelford, Tanya Bray, BJ % Sharon Rose, and
Jim Sinclair.

LIGHT CONDITIONS: Excellent with bright sun at our backs

DISTANCE: _75-200 yds. (Estimated) EQUIPMENT: 25X scope, 7X binos

FREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SFECIES: First encounter
with Barrow’'s, quite familiar with Common Goldeneye.

REFERENCES ,FERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIFTION: National
Geographic Guide, Master Guide.

FIELD NOTES MADE® __&6 Hours THIS FORM DONE?_1 month
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ILLINOIS : 7L{ ,ﬂ
BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.

1. Species &év pus Go fdﬂg G A 2. Number of birds: /

3. -wocation Fo v NeL S La d.t ‘ County: P‘r{mm}%

4. Date: Mav. 25, /48y 5. Time bird seen: [(.YOA A to [2.,(5FPH

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):

—— . p - i ‘. " y uu.{
D.u‘ﬂ‘;{u(f(,Aavﬁkfd/u—_“\{"\&”"um Pﬁlwh‘{{é'ar(ﬁ :wéwn“ c'F'
/@ &€ a b/t f)e. [pueye, Nek whoe, sidks Ufzt‘Jt"‘{f’c Back b /4[4. tu.%é;f{‘(k{g. f\fh%éf
& sepevte d b blach Black aven <X sheatdec exteufed a bit (‘L{;é
v d o Vel . 4, o o ' »
TN de Bell daric Harl dusk, Bivld suimmingvel(vogdusing e il tce £6s.

)eu‘off
7. Description of voice, if heard: ol i
8. Description of behavior: O,n,g.\j ot mu by Aud c¢+(‘.1§ w hat looled (i ke o 9,&:;.,_&%'
v -

sh.
9. Habitat - general: Po iy efrs L.uf:z i
specific: (e(f pur iw (abe,o bt ue MloF e ce«){—eﬂamy- _?WM/‘WQ

S oo & soge Sloc ke
10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain:

0w won Ko lfeu S o=\ e ke avew on bead [arger tutacsbed,

bach blechwsdttn aSew awbfe SMrea his fommens ueavky o
ConpParesen Block Svom bact came iade swhede side a bit wmece Yausn (Ruuen,

&
11. Distance (how measured)? % wile et 12. Optical equipment:!’;lff:m;:f’"
13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): guuwk'/ljfffu«

beltad ebgevvessy
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: g Py /<., te Uasds %
2 #,
g

15. Other observers: (., is (ve, ¥ &riau Blevinr, Pawl 305,.“?:7‘”(' re"j"*;‘t:f)
16. Did the others agree with your identification?y es

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: Ross $tleock, Toe fc&u@?«ﬁue[

Sderve 02 wS ot - Mler7,
18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this de cr:iigion:
e

thwga’ Ro bbhtus, Peterso. Ger qt/-!v._/ﬂfaf‘(fir- alde €wnve
£ rea N Atwbvy o bs. T’a%‘(“"rfcgw-rj e ,ps rZ+ did aet ¢ aFlcecce e,

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? {,{mkﬁ PR =
M‘*Fﬁé} g heuwrs tuts L ‘

[t (@ Cot Aoz sddress: 23 57 Mow HlUd

Signature

Date: /Dlm"-?—;j/@fc/ City, State: ,L;@#k‘/ ﬂa.ui}éﬁfg?

(over)




o AW

s
8.
9.

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF ﬂ—ﬂ
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD :

. Species_ Bprracv s Go/d/engg Bucephala jihndnsd 2. Number | "

L°c°t1°"_&:&j_ba.kﬂ_ﬁftixmi['_@_)__&a

vate:March 3/, /584 5. Time Bird Seen: 3. /O 27 to 345 Pr.

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-

teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):
Pediam s/26 dick wilh deck head + beck and whTo Skes ond brewst

46:;19/ ‘arl fu_.p rows 0‘? 5-8'15 M}_f; s,wTE; or ANA (.‘a’tlf«fdl—s_) ﬂhd/ oﬂé"w'-“?
/%@ &ck Lol Aéﬂ(‘ pﬂCk /Ha/ «a cr*esenf' Sécp"j/ﬁvapk 50:,-'.

o‘p eye dewn Phe O/‘.ee,k 5ye @as BGI(QLNSA-
o ﬁragnzk.

? -P rﬂgl H-\ S\ror{'
B:’” afpearea/ 04»14

Description of voice, if heard: y)p7 stzprD

Description of behavimr~:_g'm,,;,,mw,j - ‘a/,-mmJ _.-PeeJm:)

Habitat - general: /5‘/!-'6 .5"4/10:.:;) weedy hkke.

specific: 7e go!&!‘eneye ey Cﬁljfﬁj S ‘_J~A‘f /e fn-é,é{y ome oF He

(el kc
10. Similarly appegrc:ﬁfg’;a's‘p&'qeg’wh?c?h fér% é’liminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:
Lamicion Coldeneye. has roundish spot /n font oF eye an/o/m ne? have os derk
F o bock - has smmore whTe sTrecks on bock
11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment:
Sl 15X SCoPE
COPE
13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation t%gtﬁré angﬁou):
Clear— Sﬂnn\«j
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:
fsve seea Bx species Once bofoire sn Neh ord i e sy (memm
15. Other observers: S, .; e Goleneyes
rancis Meore &”e ﬁ"”‘l!ﬁonj - oy L.p-c,;,,.e e
16. Did the others agree with your identification? ){es
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: Bci Glank < s
18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
ﬁ/&'ne_ “ere heep/e,{’
19.

How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? /ij

Signature: #ﬂ(?’% Address: /= 34 %@g’ g%ﬁ.
Date:_@g,,;ﬁ 9/, /f‘? : City, State:‘m’,&w‘a



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa g4l

What SPQC"ES? Bﬂ.waw's Goldeneye [ﬁucepha.’(ag -'5landic¢) How many? | &" axa ”ss;b(_j

Location? Fam,e; Laky . Foumsat Co. 1A
Type of habitat? Cpen Fresh Wafev with coftail edge.

When? date(s):_March 31 /984 time:_ 3.10pm to 3:95 pm

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 33¢ Fairfie(d St Wakecloo /4 Se703

others with you: 5db M«Je.vs Equng, Arms{vanq

others before or after you: w.ob.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

® | was Scanning M doeks ot #a LA,Ld.d'\o’_cjc}r:ﬂ over the Commcn ‘;"'J“*"}t““‘:L“\

[ wediced +hok Y one ot He waale Goldenage's had o :l't{\(ﬁ"ehé S ‘1-\Sf’°+ e

it head. Bob ont | had been dold Hok e Bavows Goldeneqe hal wot been
See . sinece 3/14/8\,!- bt -H.\.,Ugﬂ,t e weo ld check to see i€ i+ was still Hheve

6~ vot, Tle bird smes |ccked He same size as He Common Gald“*‘«;’- a~round

i+, The bivd had a..de-r:nwtk e vescant 3lmful whide ave between 1ts eye and
bill awd av.#»-&;nj below He efe. The bivds kand seemed f= have « porple sLa_e.»\

+ 1€ bot 14 wes wof ok evid skt evén witle Hle s0m ‘BL""""j 'A"‘* +hat J‘S{.‘"“'
He bivds brest was wh ife ant (4 side (Sz'-ewf"j abeve tla m{t’-r) Was .‘_,).,]-\(e_,

y i — bords howd Lad sfce.?-tv S{cfs_ fa iFs Fov hoad Ao the Common Ga{c{q"“’r’@-
hext +o (4 Ha srso#?nj on Ha Livd s back was wot as <exfeunsive "*'5_ on e
Common Goldaneye. The bivds dail wes black andt s aya. e wat b
Colexed. [+ bilt did vef seem as [ouj asthe Common Goldaneqa, The black

P T He bivds baede exdended domen i A v s3hs Ho bineds sid
just behind +le breast. No voica was head, Theve was a Lowala  Hlut

S'j'ﬁajl—ci' beside Ha Male Bavvowss af( He Fime tHhak (+ was in Vview. A4l bina |
did v-o{ n\a-LL ‘!-01(& or di-ﬁemm\s bete J+M -Hu_ [oneuo‘nf-‘:vliq_.hn‘f.,s {%c‘,(f‘ 4"-«0. ‘Fﬂ:‘hj—
Similar species and how eHminated:’; aa& E':.‘M,\ B 1lenage has avound ohTe
quf:&l-\ between its <ye ard bill o Haw side o s head vwotl a white cvescent ke
hois bird kad.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Mo st Hhi mpnls,, Hhatt |

Ko o-‘,.

If yes, explain:
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Saqnﬂ {'\ LA comin 'Ce\ Le[—.]n& vs af app e - (0O \.'A, us'mj 25%(;0 Spdq-,m.‘sJerM-f(
33'(\ + 55x 40 C c_s{'\—ph 4—(,[05::,;&5.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: fi~st +ime | have scen Bayvow's

Galqle.nd.'-'e. Have lm‘; o-(‘ﬂxp-z-:e.nce i il Gomeian Gotienajm
References and persons consulted before writing description: Nent

How long before field notes made? At Sidting this form completed? b hovis
= E

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa x4 51
What species? 234 rro < 60/0/6/1 €y How many? /
7
Location? Fornellj’s Ld/éc, ’ Fh’—m 0/17" Cﬂuﬂ /Lj . I'Mu(,
]’ r g
Type of habitat? & LP<€nN /ak-é X mm-sﬁd é’.o/j.g.
7 3 7/ P
When? date(s): Apr:‘/ éJ /‘?fﬁé time: oZ. 40 to <3¢ P 77.
7
Who?your name and address: 3@/’/} 73}*56 50/)0 /c{'/_ s L/'Sc am A T oawa.
others with you: [Phyllis Harr:'s . Marilyn Lekuwq
4 7 7

others before or after you: /N any

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voicejnd behavior.

Dar k. /’)eaJ [&pﬁedrea./ blac b w:'f—/, crescent- of white on s/de,
a»c pdCc_} é/dm‘: aAcyesSs 640»44}1‘)41'}%/) ’5«)7\1/@ ,041‘(642:5 o’ Safa éfhs'

Na

ﬁf’f"—’-‘f*f’oj as white dots ¢ Sometimes /0/17#5 075, Block o

bac k evtended onte Sides of ér-eas?('fif‘nycﬁ }Zz’;%?rejzﬁf:j;m
a _édmﬂhor\ 6a/c/€ﬂ€§£%; lhite ér&as:‘ 7 ana/er/?df-/s} /N c/ac{fn7
“heead. fxcep% .- e Short Lrme id was C{z'u’x‘nf " feea&nj

(’Iassume> a/mos cm)s/e:mf‘/y, Once I Fhought Z saw o
-Rema{& NeEay /'7f' éaf Cau/c{ﬂfyl yl;‘/)c/ i‘% dfa/'/).

d: G M o4) 60/0/4/)6 e —~ 7he é/rc/_Z'S‘:a)
‘ZS back  + downr 67 Ao 1#5 bide a{;’#s 5,.,34#
3 cen? white face spor

Ssimilar species and how eliminate
/)a«‘:{ muc/5 More b/dck on /

*harn a Commen (;;f/denajc) s wellas a €rées

‘nstead oFf round, , , L,
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ne
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