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Brant Record Number: 88-35 

18 Dec 1988 Classification: A-P 
DeSoto N.W.R., Harrison Co., IA 
*Rosenbaum ****x*** 

to 2 Jan 1989; IBL 59:38, 42, 49, 76, Silcock 1989 

DOCUMENTATION 

Mindy Rosenbaum, 18 Dec 
Steve Dinsmore, 21 Dec 
Robert K. Myers, 22 Dec 
Jim Fuller, 23 Dec 
Thomas H. Kent, 23 Dec 

Tanya Bray, 2 Jan 1989 
Robert Cecil, 2 Jan 
Ross Silcock, 2 Jan 

PHOTOGRAPGHS 

Doug Rose, 19 Dec, P-0274 (IBL 59:88) 
REFERENCES 

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 59:38, 42 
Field Reports: IBL 59:49 
Photograph: IBL 59:88 (P-0274) 
Records Committee: IBL 59:76 
Silcock, W. R. 1989. Brant at De Soto N.W.R. IB 59:88. 

VOTE: 6 A-P, 1 A-D 
A-D. Clearly H. b. hrota 
A-P. Excellent: descriptions of a Brant of the pale-bellied, 

eastern subspecies. Photo diagnostic. Date, location, and 
appearance of bird indicate it was wild and not an escapee. 

A-P. All documentations very good, mentioning all field 
characteristics necessary to make a positive identification for 
Brant. Only one observer mentions a possibility of this bird 
being an escapee. This species should be expected as a vagrant to 
Iowa so this bird is not totally unexpected. 

A-P (photo by Rose). Photo good. Seen by many. 
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore; Robert K. Myers, RR2, Box 153, Perry, IA 
50220; Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, RR6, Iowa City, IA 52240; 
Tanya Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, NE 68124; Robert Cecil, 1315 41st 
St., Des Moines, IA 50311; Ross Silcock [5/30/89]



BRANT AT DE SOTO N.W.R. 

W. ROSS SILCOCK 

What appears to be lowa's fourth confirmed report of 

Brant was reported on 12 December 1988 by a participant 

in the De Soto National Wildlife Refuge Christmas Bird 

Count in Harrison County. Subsequently, the Brant was 

seen by many observers, with an excellent photograph 

taken on 19 December by Doug Rose. Documentations were submitted by 

Steve Dinsmore (21 December and 3 January 1989), Robert Myers (22 

December), Jim Fuller (23 December), Thomas Kent (23 December), Tanya 

Bray (2 January 1989), and Robert Cecil (2 January). 
The descriptions noted that the bird 

was a small goose, smaller than a Snow : 

Goose and not much larger than a \ - 

Mallard. The head, neck, and breast were pe hd, 

black, except for a white necklace on each meet 

side of the neck. Bill and eye were black, 
and the bill was described as stubby and 
much smaller than that of a Snow Goose. 
Upperparts were gencrally brownish, 
darkening towards the black wing tips, 
and rather plain, suggesting an adult 
because of the lack of noticeable pale 
feather margins. The bird had a white 
rump and tail, a dark terminal tail band ~ Be ee 

about an inch wide, and a dark V on the © Brant, De Soto N.WR., 19 

upper tail coverts. Flanks, lower breast, — Photo by Doug Rose. 

and belly were light gray. The flanks had 
some light tan vertical barring. Legs were dark gray, with no band present. 

There was general agreement that this individual was an adult of the cast- 

ern race, Branta bernicla hrota. Of the three previous lowa Brant records 

(Dinsmore, J.J. 1988. Brant at Red Rock Reservoir. Jowa Bird Life 58:24-25), 

two were B. b. hrota and the other was the western race, B. b. nigricans. 

Interestingly, one of the previous B. b. hrota records was from De Soto Na- 

tional Wildlife Refuge on 2 November 1980. The other records were also in 

fall: 4 October 1987 and 18 November 1982. All except the 1987 record were 

from extreme western lowa. The 1987 record, possibly of a sick bird, was 

from Red Rock Reservoir. 
Dinsmore (1988) suggests that Brant are probably regular in fall in states 

near the Great Lakes. The four lowa records suggest that a few individuals 

pass through the state in fall, best looked for at goose concentration points. 

Dinsmore et al. (lowa Birds 1984) discuss the likelihood that birds of either 

race may appear in lowa, and suggest that the castern race may be more 

likely based on nesting range and migration patterns. 

Box 300, Tabor, lA 51653. 

88 lowa Bird Life, Summer 1989 

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE AT DE SOTO N.W.R. 

W. ROSS SILCOCK 

A pair of Barrow's Goldeneye was reported at De Soto)... 8. | 

National Wildlife Refuge, Harrison County, by Ruth yo... 

Green prior to the Christmas Bird Count held at that a: 

location on 12 December 1988 (Tanya Bray, personal Pi 

communication). Although the birds were reported on 

the Christmas Bird Count, no documentation was submitted. In_ fact, 

documentation was not received until 2 January 1989, when Tanya Bray 

described a male at the same location. Subsequent documentations of the 

male were received from Steve Dinsmore (3 January) and Jim Fuller (6 

January). Recognizable photographs submitted by Loren and Babs Padelford 

-were taken 8 January. Interestingly, a female goldeneye appeared near the 

male in both photographs, and this female appears to me to be a female 

Barrow's Goldeneye (see below). 

The male was described as having a 2.3 ™ 

dark head with a crescent-shaped white 9 =" 2" Ste 

patch between the eye and bill. The white ent 

patch was considered to be like an eit 
inverted tear-drop. The forehead sloped 
abruptly upward from the short, stubby, 

black bill, the bill being smaller than 

those of adjacent male Common 

Male Barrow's Goldeneye with possible female, Mallards, and Common Goldeneye. 

Photos by Babs Padelford and Loren Padelford. 

Goldeneyes. The steep slope of the forehead gave the head a peaked 

appearance. A blue-purple sheen was observed on the head. The back, 

wings, and tail on the swimming bird were black, except for a line of square 

white spots along each side in the wing coverts. The black extended to the 

waterline in the shoulder area, separating white areas of breast and belly. 

Much more black was seen on the upper half of the swimming bird than on 

adjacent male Common Goldeneyes. 
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For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa $3 -35 

Nhat species? White -bellie Brak How many? / 

Location? Snttont of QeSotp U'sipot Cantor 

Type of Habitat? frozen lake 

When? date(s): (2-N-3¥ time: Fi OOn to 2! Yaa 
Who? your name and address: aly Keser ? Cote AW K lal. other our frs) 

Others with you: Christmas ad Lal Lc gants . 

Others before or after you: te bil Pes been BN Br Over QWwecks YIOW) 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Dark brown head neck, & back . 

ffi phite neck (\7a- 

the. bird vwoas only [SH — 

Similar species; how eliminated: 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? Ab 
If yes, explain: : 

Viewing, conditions. give lighting, distance (how measured J, optical equipment. 
(rat if hting “- JS Lt Sco les my nase ae 

Previous experience with species and similgr ones: B 
(Nan y of! © Kees 327 Brants befor. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? /}, way this form completed? Beeve 
( } / ‘a 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life). 



$5 -3 5 

JOURN baa DCM at 

ed od ES ary 

j aon { . a0 see eos, on, ap on hee oe, whee 

il sk SEE Jimmi | iad Mise’ POM loo Myc cat Li. Cars ek a 

Habihaklriearqe lake 

= ‘a =m “C3C3 2. OO Ele es “£5 {5 
ia £8 md ified - so f om Fa : Peat} Lyis ¥ 

ee toma i ot a7 as eer i. 4 Oe 4. Bee Cs mim OS Foe oe 
{ & ffibe’ sob @ ie tf i a wee Sand i} n iia mi j Her i ij ad, i ae 4 i Pe a it teed Need i a tlia hitd eat ae tons SE 

oat sete. 

WHOS yer Mane And BOOPESHh i pleve Uimemore aie atk arises Ge, » FTE SS 

thers who caw bird:im. obo. 

in} 

e
a
 

evs
oge

s 
ja
a 

av
e 

we
d po
e 

.
 on
d 

‘t
s 

+4 Descriohion of bards The oirgd was elightiy smaller 2 Snow beege 

Wit What Lt was netanina.- The Mead, meck, nape, and oreast were 

he neck. The bill 
Was Diack, ehart, and muck slimmer than ieee Hill of @ Snow Goose. Thea 
in a ol oe scsiu, bp pie aera ae Lint gyih dee ah ar ae ero sic hin, an dai a 7 aus, 1 i ak ee ce oe ais 
ae a mk 2 me Upperpat Tes 4 MCeLuUdIngG the me anitie and ‘eee sone 

fn, “Fo cen, poe i. geen 4g peee. gene, ee, he £” pion gpee 06 cocaine om . owe bak ak ee de pit, ee eon, eq pete nin tye mm not, a 

batik, BK CSOD POP & WMLLe MeCKk lace on each ee aT -< 

4 
. 3 } See “2 +o. . 2 eek ote 4 eee 3 + gree pone, 9 4 oe ahes nae. see. see $e. aone ojo -- . e296: . . hed i ore, hn WATS. Were care OrOwWrl. Grad duiadl “e Citar keer | iD obowercds Ene wii tq i NS. ihe i aa 

Wee IGS AL Ce, 1 bye bird SNan &POUMG am tromt of the visitors center 

fo aA at ae WULGS and then flew gub into the main lock of Snow 

ri, the darker wingtios were Gagily seen, f could alsa 

bihern when bre bird ¢lew, T@ Cali Was wnhihe except 

for aonarroew, dark terminal Gandtabout am inch wide) and a dark "Vy" 

axtenadiing oe fram the rump. Alsa, ballad Hale belly was evident when 

bine bied tlew, magecd on tne oale bel: T idientitiged tre bird as the 

gah m Subsmecies mm. 6. mreota, ieee | didnt look too. closely, if 

bninmk the bird was an adult because I didn’t see any cale feather 

eda cai tne bird’ & upperparts. 

l #160 comsicered tre oosgibpilaty tnat the bird pedis Nave been 

AOWeCd MO Siam of cCaotivit bot ii 

Hii 

[oy G3 GES Las im Lage 
rail oe 

gee feed o*, ggee see gee Bie, gee peal 
my Gee Goes MOWeVaY , ene oL1ed & 

Maric, Tm.) a cl Genera. y salceg very ae wn itke a wiid. bir ed - Ais 

Ci Came anid LOC ation APE PLcnt ror oa adr ark break. 

7 

SL. aS GOeCLeES and tow @limimated: Tne gmall sise, black head, neck, 

and toreagsh, biil hance, white a TY Sach Side af the meck, and 

SOnagickians and @quinmentiViewing conditians were excellent Sey Set ‘eee abe 
I 

‘sees S a 

with the sum to ur riqit., RStimated viewing cdistance was no more 

Riiarp 3) eek, Tougsed a Buschneli 20-43 ematting scope and Bausch anda 

boom se 4O toimoculars. 

PREY LOS Sx Orb emce with Soeciese! have seen thousancis of Hreanto in 

: P PP UTR eS pes 
oar, i a Se Li ot %. coat at ih

 
3
°
 

*.
 a
 

t 

y
i
 

on
 

i 
= 

*
 

References consulted: NGs Field Guide to the Birds of North America ‘enee 

How Lang betare rield notes were madeTimmediately after sighting 

ate Semen cow lame fberore this tora Was combleted?To mours



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 99-35 

What species? Brank Bren Ts hernicle Drove. How many? Zé 

Location? De Sie Ferd! LL WR 

Type of habitat? (pen. pol Pts 2 Krak MAO ut FOO OOO Shee) JG eOSE 

When? date(s): QQ December /ISS time: 12s Domt0 LLC pr : 

Who?your name and address: Kehot KL Mes KR 3 {bx SEF ferry asta 52222 . 

others with you: Zug Cpe. Ft -_ piee.. pen 
ae i 

others before or after you: S7eve Dinsmore Pee” are om Aheimet 
r 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 
JO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
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obout FO - oo yet: - L6CA SOK Ko pes 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: JLOME 

References and persons consulted before writing description: WVO
MWE 

How long before field notes made?ZEvE MADE this form completed? SAME DAY. 

Sprng ae ‘ 

MAIL TO: 3% 4am, Field Reports Editor, St =e Steet, 
fee Guy lA eae



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa G5-35 

What species? £&4u7_ How many? Fg 

Location? D¥ Sze WMLWK —YIS0 Jone S LEMVEL 

Type of habitat? Qu WMA ot STRELA _/CL Dv AACE 

When? date(s):_ 27 Lee {bd time: 2 S4HY¥ to WW SSA 

Who?your name and address: ~ 77 FLA Lhe S Lpvibs Lh) Kaos. Life Liv Me”, 

others with you: “07 KET 7 ; 

others before or after you: “744 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? fVO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

jltlih  Fin-S SCPE 20 COX» CLEA. SKKES. Sten 1 Seas 
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Previous experience with species and similar ones: s44n/ av LAST CaS? 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? _/ Me tr this form completed? ’2 Me ups 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa ¥I-35 

What species? Br ort at — gasterr YRS How many? | 

Location? De Sete i. L/, f2. ; Harnsim wv. , IA 
7 / 

Type of Habitat? OLA WiidSwrnes feprer Bae bx 

on 

When? date(s): 23 Dee RK time: 10 wc. Wt? 

Who? your name and address: Thomes H. Kent 24{ Richaeds Sf lowe Cth, | JA S1L2¥¢ 
4 . "= 

Others with you: J | eee joe | Fe f ;, ar , eee Padkch fr 

Others before or after you: ene 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identi fication? Va 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment. 
Ove-cast , LS-S? ~~, V0% biege J Pp x Dew ye. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: hheve See. o~ byTh Cor eG 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
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How long before field notes made? t2e—tefic, this form completed? SS kes 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).
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VVYUCUNVIENIALIOUN FORM . 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 5x35 

What species? Brant  (Branta bernicla) | _ How many? 1 

Location? DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, Harrison County. Iowa 

Type of Habitat? Oxbow Lake 

When? date(s): Jan. 2, 1989 time: 12:15 PM to 1:00 PM — 
Who? your name ind ‘nddoess: Robert Cecil, 1315 41st St. Des Moines, IA 

Others with you:John Cecil, John Hoogerheide, Francis Moore, Armstrongs, B. Silicock. T. Bra\ 

Others before or after you: ? 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat. breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
I observed a small waterfowl(compared to accompanying Snow Geese) displaying the following field marks: 

} 3 --Size smaller than Snow Goose, similar in size to Mallard. --Black (or very dark) head, neck, and breast, sharply distinct from dark gray back, much paler underparts. 
--Sides buffy, barred, belly pale (consistant with hrota subspecies ). ; -~Bill short,. stubby, triangular, perhaps half length of head. Bill Similar to | Ross' Goose in shape and porportion to head. (Ross' Goose present for comparison) --Small, triangular white patch just below head on each Side. Bill dark - similar to color of head and neck. ; 
--Legs dark. 

Similar species; how eliminated; None that I'm aware of. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? No If yes, explain: os 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment. 20x Nikon scope. Viewing conditions excellent. Distance perhaps 100". 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Life bird 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None. 

How long before field notes made? at _ time this form completed? 4 days. . 

Send completed form to F ield Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).



DOCUMENTATION FORM 98-2 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa 

What species? Ee Any How many? O/VE 

Location? VE So7D Nik IP-NEz 

Type of Habitat? rd OX LAW Lie ’? PYLT LY CV rs 

When? date(s): JA 2, 11%F time: (2 = «2 Pa 

Who? your name and address: Ro 5¢ Silepeye 

Others with you: oM:OB, Wee ina Baty A OwWE het Sree 

Others before or after you: 1-8 {SCPrLe# 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of ail parts (bill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Similar species; how eliminated: 
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? Me C 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 
OYCALE TT — ABT por GOS te edt, S706 A 

WHEL- SAW Ale Uapes’ Cover 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

Moct# INO N.CatrninwTA 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 

MOWE 

How long before field notes made? an 3 this form completed? ie t17L-S 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).


