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DeSoto N.W.R., Harrison Co., IA

*Rosenbaum ***x*k**
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DOCUMENTATION

Mindy Rosenbaum, 18 Dec

Steve Dinsmore, 21 Dec

Robert K. Myers, 22 Dec

Jim Fuller, 23 Dec

Thomas H. Kent, 23 Dec

Tanya Bray, 2 Jan 1989

Robert Cecil, 2 Jan

Ross Silcock, 2 Jan
PHOTOGRAPGHS

Doug Rose, 19 Dec, P-0274 (IBL 59:88)
REFERENCES

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 59:38, 42

Field Reports: IBL 59:49

Photograph: IBL 59:88 (P-0274)

Records Committee: IBL 59:76

Silcock, W. R. 1989. Brant at De Soto N.W.R. IBL 59:88.
VOTE: 6 A-P, 1 A-D

A-D. Clearly H. b. hrota

A-P. Excellent: descriptions of a Brant of the pale-bellied,
eastern subspecies. Photo diagnostic. Date, location, and
appearance of bird indicate it was wild and not an escapee.

A-P. All documentations very good, mentioning all field
characteristics necessary to make a positive identification for
Brant. Only one observer mentions a possibility of this bird
being an escapee. This species should be expected as a vagrant to
Iowa so this bird is not totally unexpected.

A-P (photo by Rose). Photo good. Seen by many.
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore; Robert K. Myers, RR2, Box 153, Perry, IA
50220; Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, RR6, Iowa City, IA 52240;
Tanya Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, NE 68124; Robert Cecil, 1315 41st
St., Des Moines, IA 50311; Ross Silcock [5/30/89]



BRANT AT DE SOTO N.W.R.
W. ROSS SILCOKCK

What appears to be lowa's fourth confirmed report of g0
Brant was reported on 12 December 1988 by a participant )\ i
in the De Soto National Wildlife Refuge Christmas Bird :
Count in Harrison County. Subsequently, the Brant was *
seen by many observers, with an excellent photograph

taken on 19 December by Doug Rose. Documentations were submitted by
Steve Dinsmore (21 December and 3 January 1989), Robert Myers (22
December), Jim Fuller (23 December), Thomas Kent (23 December), Tanya
Bray (2 January 1989), and Robert Cecil (2 January).

The descriptions noted that the bird
was a small goose, smaller than a Snow
Goose and not much larger than a
Mallard. The head, neck, and breast were
black, except for a white necklace on each
side of the neck. Bill and eye were black,
and the bill was described as stubby and
much smaller than that of a Snow Goose.
Upperparts  were pencrally brownish,
darkening towards the black wing tips,
and rather plain, suggesting an adult
because of the lack of noticeable pale
feather margins. The bird had a white 3
rump and tail, a dark terminal tail band B )
about an inch wide, and a dark V on the  Rrani e Soto N-W.R., 19 Dec 1988
upper tail coverts. Flanks, lower breast,  Photo by Doug Kose
and belly were ight gray. The flanks had
some light tan vertical barring. Legs were dark gray, with no band present

There was general agreement that this individual was an adult of the cast
em race, Branta bernicla hrota. Of the three previous lowa Brant records
(Dinsmore, ].). 1988. Brant at Red Rock Rescrvoir. lowa Bird Life 58:24-25)
two were B b. hrofa and the other was the western race, B. b. nigricans
Interestingly, onc of the previous B. b. hrota records was from De Soto Na
tional Wildlife Refuge on 2 November 1980. The other records were also in
fall: 4 October 1987 and 18 November 1982. All except the 1987 record were
from extreme western lowa. The 1987 record, possibly of a sick bird, was
from Red Rock Reservoir.

Dinsmore (1988) suggests that Brant arce probably regular in fall in states
near the Great Lakes. The four lowa records suggest that a few individuals
pass through the state i fall, best looked for at goose concentration points
Dinsmore ¢t al. (Jowa Birds 1984) discuss the hikelihood that birds of cither
race may appear in lowa, and suggest that the castern race may be more
likely based on nesting range and migration patierns.
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Box 300, Tubor, 1A 51653.

88 lowa Bird Life, Summer 1989

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE AT DE SOTO N.W.R.
W. ROSS SILCOCK

A pair of Barrow's Goldeneye was reported at De Soto

National Wildlife Refuge, Harrison County, by Ruth
Green prior to the Christmas Bird Count held at that ™
location on 12 December 1988 (Tanya Bray, personal |
communication). Although the birds were reported on

the Christmas Bird Count, no documentation was submitted. In fact,
documentation was not received until 2 January 1989, when Tanya Bray
described a male al the same location. Subsequent documentations of the
male were received from Steve Dinsmore (3 January) and Jim Fuller (6
January). Recognizable photographs submitted by Loren and Babs Padelford

.were taken 8 January. Interestingly, a female goldeneye appeared near the

male in both photographs, and this female appears to me to be a female
Barrow's Goldeneye (see below).

The male was described as having a
dark head with a crescent-shaped white
patch between the eye and bill. The white
patch was considered to be like an
inverted tear-drop. The forchead sloped
abruptly upward from the short, stubby,
black bill, the bill being smaller than
those of adjacent male  Common

Male Barrow's Goldeneye with possible female, Mallards. and Common Coldeneye
Phatos by Babs Padelford and loren Padelford

Goldeneyes. The steep slope of the forchead gave the head a peaked
appearance. A blue-purple sheen was observed on the head. The back,
wings, and tail on the swimming bird were black, except for a line of square
white spots along cach side in the wing coverls. The black extended 1o the
waterline in the shoulder arca, separating white arcas of breast and belly.
Much more black was seen on the upper half of the swimming bird than on
adjacent male Common Goldeneyes.
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L O 1 By Y i\.:-.t\_.nl

For E\.raolrdmary Eiid Slghtings s dave §¥8-35
What species? [,)A:fc ée//a‘éJ Bfaﬂ'/’ How many? _/__
Location? ,Ln*ic/‘onf of (1Sots Uisitor (}qﬁof'
Type of Habitat? 4022 | ake
When? date(s): [ -/4-F ¥ time: 9’%
Who? your name and address: |’ /19}/(055’! }%um @Safa ) z
Others with you: (hiisFmas C/qu" ot pants .

/ 7

Others before or after you: 7‘/;9 é:}v{ e Jeen 42N 4@/ o Q.,Jedcéb oL,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Onrk brown head  neck , o back
fhin hte nek 9.

ér (0“@

The ét}*AuMS only /6#‘ a.,oa/'

Similar species; how eliminated:

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? 429
If yes, explain: .

V:ewmg A‘ ns. g:ve li éhyf distance (how measured ). optical equipment.

(;r&( J 2 co/&le5 rNocwlarsS .

Prewous expe ien wuh ec:es and similgr ones: é
/Man }/ ux"r:’; sSEeen ranrs éf‘ﬂ%f .

References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? /'}‘ why this form completed? ;9[@/6’
t 5 / /

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).
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Tl n ST = DR i s i
LocationyDegoto MWR, Harrison LCo.-near visitors center

Dataesdl Leo 1988, 3 Jan 1989
Time?ie lo-1:20 pome on 21 Dec, 1:15-1:155 p.m. on Z Jan
Ubservers tlamg and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames

tithers who saw birdim.ob.

Description ot bird:s The Gird was €lightly smaller than the Snow Gesse
wWith which 1t Was SsWwimning. The head, neck, nape, and breast were
Black, sscept for & white necklace on zach side of the neck. The bill
was black, short, and muack slimmer than the bill of & Snow Goosea, Tha
sides werse pale brown. The upperparts, including the mantle and
wings., were dark orown. graduaally darkening towards the wingtips. The
Vet wWas Wi e The bird swanm around in fromt of the visitors center
+or about 12 minutes and then +lew owt into the main <ilock of Snow
Gemersis, b Flight, the darker wingtios wers gasily seen. I could also
see the Lail pattern when the bird flew. The tail was white except
tor & narroe, dark terminal band(about an inch wide) and a dark "UY
extending dow from the rump.  Also, the pale belly was evident when
the bird ftlew. Rased on the pale belly, I identified the bird as the
sastern subspecies H, b hrota. Although © didn 't look too closely, I
bhink the bird was an adult because | didn t see any pale fsather
edolnos on the bivd & upprparts.

I ales considered the possibility that the bird micht have been
Al RS A, Howevar, the bird showed no sign of captivitvy(pinioning,
banos, @toc.) and gensrally acted very much like a wild bird. Flsio,
tire cime and location ars rilght for a vagrant Brant.

miml lear species and how eliminated: The small sire, black head, neck,
and oreash, Rill shape, whilte "necklece” on sach side of the neck, and
tai1l pattern sliminate all other ducks and geese.

Yigwing conditions and squipment:Viewing conditions were sxcellent
with the sun to ow right. Estimated viewing distance was no more
Ehan S50 feet, I used a Buschnell 20-43x spotting scope and Bausch and

Lo 2xd4) binoculars.

Preylous edperilencs Wwith soecies: ] have seen thousands of Brant in
Fassachusetts,

Faterences consultediNEd Field Guide _to _the_

Hiow long before fiald notes were made?immediately after sighting

How Long betore this +orm was completsad?™8 hours



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa YY'LY_
What species? Brant Branla bernic How many? /
Location? Lo Séve Bend. N/ WK
Type of habitat? Jpen 2o/ ol cporex ZiGum #0000 o geese
When? date(s): 2.9 [December /95F time: /J»'.’i’]bmto /00 o i
Who?your name and address: ,%%éypf,{/ ﬂi\jﬂ—-\: KRR, foox A453 f%—-r*j Jaia S22

others with you: Egg;é’ne‘ & 2 fiw /4%57?-0;1%

others before or after you: S7eve (DA cmmore (_’,'-/-7(/ 22Xy /‘Wc/"/‘ observers
7

Describe the bird(_s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

7%} s 5;,774// _jva.se, oS no'ﬁ‘cfoé{g -;774/,&:— ‘%ﬂ @ Srroee 30&@ _
C’”"—’j 5@!53 5//7/;f// /mxgﬁw Thos a wratored oAtk coere (}/sﬁfl'ﬁ-f—h—t-:‘
The A&ﬂ’&/jneck ar’rc/ apper byreas] - were black, 5«’/7" eye soere 0/-'"‘-'3 block.
A small 1oh i1 'sh peai<h (Zringular pdef ) wes roled on o7y sides of #en/’“'é' dusT”
il T Throe These sATe oiks did 2T et oo The Pronl oF Theneck
The Clonks) leser brawst, and/ belly were /ohT gray and He §ilonks showat

——— A*?,{y( T L,c‘_y-'h'ca[ bar-r-.:.‘ﬂ.' The Lok waos éag/(u/é a 4;/4,_,4« gray —
}7 o¥g) ’/;/’/‘f' d/""/‘;f'_%l_/'/ DS 4_}4,’7‘@, Zeq_g coere ;/d;_é &,,(/ )
St

Aﬂrm/ C&a/f/ Aée, CEE s |
7he goas= LAZS c’ﬁés‘kvéo/ S&?/mm)l-g_) F{)’,nj_} 5'76—37‘2;4,',’3J d’na(

[t-'}ﬂ/ié//:-"[) on JAe RIS
7he émnf /46‘(’/ bHeern S‘/%///‘?A@(/ ar~ faws?™ =T poecks before
/7}7'5 f‘éﬁf?’ng 51-/;.,«./ /;JS x;ee/—z S e fw-"f‘f cl ??4..". Z-rn’-:e_s éc—»gc‘re &er

ob sn-ua‘ﬁ'am .

Similar species and how eliminated: 7 4 zxaé/ ya f//-P—Q'raH' %= cvﬁﬂse:
ﬂ‘fs <mall goase .74 ony ke~

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /2/0

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
ﬁCe//é’ﬂf’ br-w/fr?(' St Q\-—Om /:e/-u'nc/us — oloses] LS ’pro{:o[g

OZth SO~25 )p‘(: - J/S’e./)/ SPEX opes

Previous experience with species and similar ones: LRONE
References and persons consulted before writing description: APOVE.

How Tong before field notes made?£Z22/E //Ap£ _this form completed? <SAUE DAY

Spwi
MAIL TO: ¥ & Jmmt, Fleld Reports Editor, &I R S, e Sap A W0

2.4 /'Ana— -~ -'w'l?.{:-.'- ’ .f‘\,.ax 7572 Pe:-w—s ) SOARND



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 38'35;
What species? . SLeu7 How many? /
Location? 22F JSz7B AL/ K '"Z?AJ7)§Lf;? (ETEe
Type of habitat? o2y  m#728 o/ T8z /> /LD -1/ L AKE
When? date(s): ,22{, DL ST time: 2. 554y to /- BS A7
Who?your name and address:< /17 ,@/4&{ & Lpuitsfw Lol 2@l Zotww <o
others with you: o AT '

others before or after you: /728

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
flyienst SIZE PPPLrk A TELY THE SN E NS R R, L 2T

28 2/3 THE SI2L OF THE Svow GEESE  Aape Lonéry ¥ WE
el sur NES SHRPE FIATEUE,) s Kowve pnd 2isy

2 v/ ﬂ 27 \ ¥ //yfé?
TRIppEL NE [YE 0l Lootiies . BUL [l S [ otk o
SusBE L SRLEL JoRY Sl oo E S iyl PVIECER T 74l 428
Lol FoE Sl BILL loEeE ORCE . LFRD  Awh) VECK LEE ’
cris ALHER L) [ SKARS DENARA TGse) BV LFST 27
Bpns. oA L ThST Bfrois ERL THEZF Juk S A LIRS
ARER, SERELLHERA o) f/“d/"“’f BOCK S 2 e il —Plami-
oot JoEeE LseHTIR SN BACK gl o P OOl

T IS Uy P AT Loy TE. BREAS7 foRS 4 LT
o Il LooakEs Beoinm 2Pl AINED

L TE Ao Sl kg G777 _
CPLS WELE Lolny . e s EEE DWEL-

b . - y — =z

Similar species and how eliminated: (AwALA (f;zbﬁf'-JG¢,4u~£. RAE

ot 4344 S WECK RREG  PAESE BreeT Al LHITE
I wE THEL

et~ PRTTEED SN LW ADA WETFEE S LSBT

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A0

If yes, explain:
Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

WowR I LCopt R0 %oxs  cLEme SIHES. Sl kT
Drbwins 7o EAST - TS /S0 FRLLS e

Previous experience with species and similar ones: sFsn/ o4/ ERST CaAS T

References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? / A& this form completed? /2 flpserS

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa ¥5 35

What species? Bt" 1 ‘ff— = gasTern yZek How many? [
Location? _DeSite M WL . HavnrisoCo. /A

7

Type of Habitat? U Mg, & Jorien Bee b bin

When? date(s): 23 De< [78€ time: [0 . §11Z

Who? your name and address: | ho mes /{ey.vf'/ 24 Richards J‘v—! Jowe G, JASL24L

Others with you: \lf&-\ Fbv”b-' 4 ,ﬁo&-‘_.;. Lﬂl—&— f)A(eécéM

Others before or after you: M‘kﬁr

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

A Sl Juvae ~ 3&34»’!'% /uwa'm'fLs-- Wedlsco tnd 46w I 5i3e 1 Mrv Gone,
iﬁ_\%_‘_ﬂ,u‘m MLJ—rf( Z\Lﬂ——d( LV"-'—-fdrié( 7‘“ h‘”""d- /‘&4«0(, et pﬁ;\—\j‘
5/" {y(_f.t-.&T Han le L‘I‘"M"‘ ~black , L&b\ﬂ }Ju;,/f* a- b”é&b J‘éf'-ﬂi\? f'-a'[-‘;/;(,

Uglen 3’1-’"""} L= Beck ad by Aeddyues e L\ e LG A

rng: Sl i Sord Lpt boos shreates, Hovrgo fot A

}p,»f—;t\ b-«mﬂunr) 5 sk { heok., Pafel svmell o Aypy nwot 2efef A

+ o (Ju'lf- s{ hicte, M +£/},L Aeyt, A,{/ ﬂ""f'{ Moo ch 2l St brne

L_wf— by s—olle, Precaites Sacle .

Similar species; how eliminated: :

Mk oo f@t{ /A:z/ﬁé’/rm net Jtet 'g Sl Covnnsle bipae

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? N
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment.
0\«"&‘-{.4.5} / 2. 5=50 ‘a»ﬁ--'{—m/ fﬂsc ."31:. P Y I ¥ 5‘4.;)4_‘

Previous experience with species and similar ones.- hove $eew. o~ bsTh Cox it

References and persons consulted before writing description.
L"'DJ"Q“’ “;{ M{ 54*_,«0'2( é.g/‘;r( é‘:krf(ﬂ\h.c'(/ b‘-ﬁ'f“"//e’!'

How long before field notes made? Mthis form completed? & L s

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).
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UULUMIENTATIUN FUORM
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa C¥-35

What species? Brant (Branta bernicla) How many? ]

Location? DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, Harrison County, Iowa

Type of Habitat? Oxbow Lake

When? date(s): Jan. 2, 1989 time:12:15 PM  401:00 PM-

Who? your name and address: Robert Cecil, 1315 41st St. Des Moines, IA

Others with you:John Cecil, John Hoogerheide, Francis Moore, Armstrongs, R. Silcock, T. Bra:

Others before or after you: ?

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

I observed a small waterfowl(compared to accompanying Snow Geese) displaying
the following field marks: :
--Size smaller than Snow Goose, similar in size to Mallard.

--Black (or very dark) head, neck, and breast, sharply distinct from dark gray
back, much paler underparts.

--Sides buffy, barred, belly pale (consistant with hrota subspecies).

--Bill short, stubby, triangular, perhaps half length of head. Bill similar to
Ross' Goose in shape and porportion to head. (Ross' Goose present for comparison)
--Small, triangular white patch just below head on each side. Bill dark - similar
to color of head and neck.

--Legs dark.

Similar species; how eliminated: None that I'm aware of.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? No
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions.: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 20x Nikon scope.
Viewing conditions excellent. Distance perhaps 100'.

Previous experience with species and similar ones.: Life bird
References and persons consulted before writing description: None.

How long before field notes made? gt time this form completed? /4 days,

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).



DOCUMENTATION FORM o8 -3¢

For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa

What species? Bﬂ T How many? ONE
Location? W Se7» N . IA-wE

Type of Habitat? f OX B Lm(E' /7 Ly flon

When? date(s): Im 2 1999 time: 12 = w0 12% P
Who? your name and address: }20 5¢ Stlepeqe

Others with you: MO, WeC  Mwigd B, GOWE Al Srmsvis

Others before or after you: o403 [SSFLE

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

M NRE P A 4R F sNau come AMMRED  Fecanphue) S

A Jmme (,ﬁ,q h fre Saeus;, i) (126 Mnese) DALY
€\ OVSE N e Y DR mean, DANGLCATED Ry PR &Em?
M vl A5 Wh1e  uvADDLPDC Mchp T nOE Qus? B visp
® (D, TME LD TONTMEL  (Ndy- Saraod A DAL TINL P

(N0 & M )7 SovE Dusty  Coowsmen ow O W5 (Phot,pen
R e, e on T wit, 7vE KATE Nk mpg ¢ -
CAD e Jew  ASo Dl gD € PK, TUMACS  Licerity

ey (vBinest)

Similar species; how eliminated:
Chvioa  GaSE— M whE e (ASSH] WDAE  Zaxp [ ievE T 364a)
WihTE (00 A GRT Dhe) freair Fr R DO band

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? /f/ o
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment.
DYCALAT— Mot Joo o5 rtme 207, 52 400
WIEL - SEDV e UISape §° CEvZR

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
Mocek IN  N.CRNnh?
References and persons consulted before writing description.
NOWE
How long before field notes made? 2 3 this form completed? 2 HAS

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).



