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Silcock, W. R. 1989. Barrow’s Goldeneye at De Soto N.W.R. IBL
59:89-90.

VOTE: 7 A-P

A-P No question about this to-be-expected vagrant. Good
descriptions, and excellent drawings by Fuller.

A-P. Excellent descriptions and photos of male Barrow’s. Date
and location as expected for an Iowa vagrant of this species.

A-P. Too bad more attention wasn’t paid to possible female.
Tough call from photos alone.

A-P. There is no doubt about this record. Photos and written
descriptions clearly indicate an adult Barrow’s Goldeneye.

A-P. Photos by Padelfords confirm ID of male Barrow’s
Goldeneye. I believe a female accompanies the male (best seen in
original photos). "Forehead" slope on female is more severe that
that of male, and bill is very stubby.

SENT TO: Ross Silcock; Tanya E. Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, NE
68124; Steve Dinsmore; Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, RR 6, Iowa
city, IA 52240 [5/31/89).



BRANT AT DE SOTO N W.R.

W. ROBS SILCOCK

What appears to be lowa's fourth confirmed report of
Brant was reported on 12 December 1988 by a participant
in the De Soto National Wildlife Refuge Christmas Bird
Count in Harrison County. Subsequently, the Brant was
seen by many observers, with an excellent photograph
taken on 19 December by Doug Rose. Documentations were submitted by
Steve Dinsmore (21 December and 3 January 1989), Robert Myers (22
December), Jim Fuller (23 December), Thomas Kent (23 December), Tanya
Bray (2 January 1989), and Robert Cecil (2 January).
The descriptions noted that the bird
was a small goose, smaller than a Snow
Goose and not much larger than a
Mallard. The head, nivk, and breast were
black, except for a wiite necklace on each
side of the neck. Bill and eve were black,
and the bill was described as stubby and
much smaller than that of 4 Snow Goose.
Upperparts were gencrally  brownish,
darkening towards the black wing tips,
and rather plain, suppesting an adult
because of the lack «f nohceable pale
feather margins. 1he ird had a white
rump and tail, a dar ternunal tail band - :
about an inch wide, and o dark V. on the  Brane 0 S0 N W R 19 Dec 1988.
upper tail coverts Planks lower breast,  Phow by Do Mo
and belly were hight srav. The flanks had
some light tan verinai barring. Legs were dark gray with no band present.
There was general agreement that this individual was an adult of the east-
ern race, Branta icrnucle hrota. Of the three previous iowa Brant records
(Dinsmore, ].). 1988 Brant at Red Rock Reservorr foaa Bird Life 58:24-25),
two were B. b hrota and the other was the western race, B. b. nigricans
Interestingly, onc of the previous B. b. hrota records was from De Soto Na-
tional Wildlife Retuge on 2 November 1980. The other records were also in
fall: 4 October 19587 and 18 November 1982, All except the 1987 record were
from extreme western lowa. The 1987 record, possibly of a sick bird, was
from Red Rock Reservonir
Dinsmore (1988) suyeests that Brant are probably regular in fall in states
near the Great Lakes 1he four lowa records suggest that a few individuals
pass through the state m fall, best looked for at gooswe concentration points
Dinsmore of al. o Birds 1984) discuss the likehhood that birds of cither
race may appear in lowa, and suggest that the castern race may be more
likely based on nesting ranpe and nugration patterns
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BARROW'S GOLDENEYE AT DE SOTO N.W.R.
W. ROSS SILCOCK

A pair of Barrow's Goldencye was reported at De Soto
National Wildlife Refuge, Harrison County, by Ruth
Green prior to the Chnstmas Bird Count held at that '
location on 12 December 1988 (Tanya Bray, personal i
communication). Although the birds were reported on :
the Christmas Bird Count, no documentation was submitted. In fact,
documentation was not received until 2 January 1989, when Tanya Bray
described a male at the same location. Subsequent documentations of the
male were received from Steve Dinsmore (3 January) and Jim Fuller (6
January). Recognizable photographs submitted by Loren and Babs Padclford
were taken 8 January Interestingly, a female goldencye appeared ncar the
male in both photographs, and this female appears to me to be a female
Barrow's Goldeneve (see below).
The male was described as having a
dark head with a crescent-shaped white
patch between the ey and bill. The white
patch was considered to be like an
inverted tear-drop. The forehead sloped
abruptly upward trom the short, stubby,
black bill, the bill being smaller than
those of adpcent male  Common
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Male Barrow s Coldensve witk possible female, Mallards and Commeon Coldeneye
Photos by Rabs Padelfind and | oren Padelford

Goldeneyes. The steep slope of the forchcad pave the head a peaked
appearance. A bluc-purple sheen was observed on the head. The back,
wings, and tail on the swimming bird were black, except for a line of square
white spots along cach side in the wing coverts I'he black extended to the
waterline in the shoulder area, separating white arcas of breast and belly
Much more black was seen on the upper hatf of the swimming bird than on
adjacent male Common Goldeneyes.
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The female bird seen in the photographs appears to be a female Barrow's
Goldeneye based on the steep slope of the forehead from the base of the
short bill, giving this bird the same peak-headed appearance of the male.
This is best shown in the photograph in which a male Mallard separates the
goldeneye pair.

This is Iowa's second record of Barrow's Goldeneye—both from extreme
western lowa. The previous sighting was at Forney Lake in Fremont County
from 17 March to 6 April 1984 (Iowa Bird Life 54:75-77).

SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER AT DAVENPORT
PETER C. PETERSEN

On the afternoon of 30 September 1988, Brian Blevins and
I were returning to Davenport from Saylorville Reservoir
where we had observed and photographed a Pomarine
Jaeger. We decided to check the mud flat at the Credit
Island Harbor, which, due to low water, extended to
South Concord Street near its junction with West River Drive. We were,
therefore, on South Concord across the harbor from Credit Island rather than
on the island when we saw a small flock of eight medium sized shorebirds
that we passed off as Pectoral Sandpipers. While we searched for other
shorebirds with the sun behind us, I:Ejs flock flew closer to our position,
landing about 50 meters away. I rechecked the group with a tripod mounted
scope at a 25X setting. I noticed one of the birds seemed a bit smaller than
the rest and had an especially rusty cap. Brian agreed it was not a pectoral,
and I mentioned the only Sharp-tailed Sandpiper record for lowa was about
this time of the year. It was, in fact, 3 October 1974, at Coralville Reservoir
(Halmi 1974). Brian also called my attention to the white eyebrow as we
increased power to 40X. We checked our field guide (National Geographic
Society 1983) and confirmed all these points as indicating a Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper.

I described the bird in my documentation as "Medium-sized shorebird
closely resembling Pectoral Sandpiper™ but "slightly smaller”, "top of head
rich brown to rufous®, "breast with a tan wash, almost buff, a few streaks of
brown at top of breast and along sides”, "cheek buff, noticeably white eye-
brow which broadened behind eye”. In comparing the bird with the Pectoral
Sandpipers I noted, "Pectorals had streaking across buff breast wash uni-
formly to lower edge of buff" and "back of Sharp-tailed seemed more uni-
form rich brown than those of the Pectorals.” We made our notes indepen-
dently, mine being done as soon as I reached home, within 30 minutes of ob-
servation. I consulted the Master Guide (Farrand 1983), Cramp (1983), and
Hayman, Marchant, and Prater (1986) prior to completing my documenta-
tion.

The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper has been observed twice in Illinois, the first
record coming from Chautauqua N.W.R. near Havanna, about 100 miles
from Davenport, on 28 and 29 September 1974 (Illinois Audubon Bulletin
172:4-5) and 6 October 1985 at Chicago (American Birds 40:120). Another lin-
gered from 6 to 23 October 1984 near Cleveland, Ohio (American Birds 39:60).
The first record for Indiana occurred on 23 September to 6 October in Gibson
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County where it was photographed (American Birds 43:111, Indiana Audubon
Quarterly 67:62, 65). It has been seen in these eastern states: Alabama, Con-
necticut, Florida, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York as well as twice
in Ontario. An excellent article paper on the identification of the Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper appeared in British Birds (Britton 1980).
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BARN SWALLOWS ACCEPT NEST SUBSTITUTE
BARBARA L. WILSON

When I entered our barn on 2 July 1988 to check Barn
Swallow (Hirundo rustica) nests, I noticed a couple of
adults flying about and calling more persistently than
usual. Assuming they had simply learned to recognize
me or my mirror as an apparent threat to their nest, |
began checking nests on the floor joists beneath the hayloft and did not
notice anything really unusual until the dog and I entered the central
alleyway. Then the dog pounced on a bit of grayness. One nestling swallow,
with feathers barely emerging from their sheaths, broke for the manger
while its three siblings huddled in a depression on the dirt floor. I grabbed
the dog (who fortunately had inherited an inhibited attack from generations
of sheep-herding ancestors), caught the fleeing nestling, and returned it to its
siblings. After I held my hands around the group a moment, they settled
down to watch us alertly. Fragments of a broken nest lay nearby, probably
dislodged the previous day when my husband loaded green locust boards
into the hayloft to dry.

While the dog stared at the nestlings alertly indeed, I worried. The barn
cats would eat them even if the dog did not, and with their nest fallen, they
could not be returned where they came from. Hand raising baby swallows
would be difficult, time-consuming, and probably unsuccessful. Feeding the
swallows to the cats was a tempting alternative, but I decided to try to re-
place the nest instead. Although birds often abandon a nest that is disturbed
during incubation, I knew that they sometimes form such strong bonds with
their young that they can tolerate amazing changes. The Barn Swallows, ap-
parently stll trying to protect their grounded young, seemed like good can-
didates for nest substitution.

Putting the four young and some nest fragments in a bucket, I took them
into the house. There I cut an 11 x 8.5 cm piece of wood and nailed a wooden
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Cescription of birdile were looking over Uhe numerous Common Goldeneyve
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gqaneral ly darkers than a Common, and the heasd and face pattern were
Gieterent, The nead appeared dark colored, without the areenish sheen
gt A Loimnmorn Gol deneyve, e bill was dark, stunoby, and smaller than
e Lida of & Common Dol aeneve, The foreresad was very steeo, giving
acl A very peaked sappearance. The facial spot was
Tearorop-shaped, not round like the face spot of a Dommon Goldeneve.
fhe breast, wunderparts, and tlanks were white. The back, winas, and
tarl were black, aucept tar a line of white spots along each side,
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the shoulder, touching the waterline.
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