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VOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA 

NA: This document is lacking in details! Probably a correct 
identification from a good birder. 

NA: This documentation is suggestive of Mississippi Kite but 
is so brief it is also suggestive of a bird not seen in any great 
detail. The white secondaries are actually the only feature that 
distinguish the description from any number of other raptors. 
Sorry, but this identification needs more detail to eliminate 
confusion with other species. 

A-D: Description rather sketchy. The only descriptive details 
given are pale head, white secondaries, and crow-sized. The white 
secondaries are, according to Dunne, diagnostic, however. 

A-D: In view of the brevity of this description, this is a 
difficult record to accept. Even with a fly-by, more detail 
should have been ‘possible. Were the wings rounded or pointed? Was 
the tail short or relatively long? However, pale head and white 
secondaries preclude other raptors. 

A-D: Although the documenter did not eliminate other Kites the 
white upper secondaries does. The details listed are few, but I 
think they are diagnostic for adult Mississippi Kite. 

NA: Documentation does not give any indication of the 
coloration of the bird seen, just that it had a pale head and 
white secondaries that slowly circled and had a broad tail. The 
description needs to give more in depth study of the tail shape 
and color and how and why it differs from other kites, as well as 
Northern Harrier. The description is highly indicative of 
Mississippi Kite but does not completely try to eliminate some 
Similar species that could be confused with Mississippi Kite. I 
am not convinced beyond reasonable doubt. 

NA: More details are needed! Details and description of body 
shape, tail color and shape, more body coloration if possible, 
and other details would have been very helpful. Since a Peregrine 
Falcon is often confused in size and shape with a Miss. Kite, I 
don’t understand what you mean when you said "wings and tail too 
broad for one of the larger falcons". This possible Miss. Kite 
sighting just needed lots more information and details. Also, 
notes are of greater value if taken immediately after seeing the 
bird.
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