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VOTE: 5 A-S
A-S, The photographs of the specimens show the diagnostic
relationship of facial feathers to bill as outlined by Hansen.
One bird is an immature male and the other a female./thk
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KING EIDERS AT CLEAR LAKE
JAMES L. HANSEN

1111 1

On 17 November 1986, I was duck hunting on the west end of Clear Lake,
Cerro Gordo County, with Rick Poole and Ron Glanville. A very strong,
carly cold front had hit northemn lowa on 8 November, and for the next
week temperatures were as much as 30 degrees below normal. Area
marshes were frozen on 10 November, and Clear Lake froze over on 13
November, except for the small hole at the end of the sandbar where we
had our decoys and the two small holes at the other end of the lake. The ice
was already two to three inches thick on the day of our hunt. Late in the
morning we saw a flock of four ducks flying a few feet over the ice toward
us. As they got closer, I knew that they were not ducks that I was accus-
tomed to seeing. I thought of scoters or eiders. We killed 2 of the 4 ducks,
and the two survivors must have left Clear Lake due to lack of open water.
We identified the ducks as eiders, and they were later found to be King Ei-
ders, based on reference books and consultation with Jim Dinsmore at lowa
State University. In contrast to Common Eider, the feathering on top of the
bill of King Eider extends nearly to the nostril, while feathers on the sides of
the bill do not come as close to the nostril as on the Common Eider. One of
the birds was a second-year male and is preserved at lowa State University.
The other bird had the appearance of a female. The head was preserved.

103 South 17th St., Clear Lake, IA 50428

Immature King Eider specimens taken at Clear Lake, 8 November 1986. Note feather extenswn on cul
men, distance of nostril from facial feathers, and head profile. Photos by |. |. Dinsmore.
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EURASIAN TREE SPARROW AT WEST BRANCH{
SALLY VEAL

I first observed two Eurasian Tree Sparrows in my back yard in West
Branch about 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 14, 1987. As I was filling my
bird feeders I noticed two birds in the silver maple behind the house that at
first glance appeared to be House Sparrows. They had a neat appearance,
were more active than House Sparrows, and were not associating with the
flock of House Sparrows near the bird feeders. Even without binoculars |
was able to see the black spots on the birds’ faces. I did not see them again
until about noon. At that time I was able to observe the birds through
binoculars and identify them as Eurasian Tree Sparrows. I could clearly see
the black spots on the cheeks, the brown caps and small black bibs of each
bird.

The birds spent most of the afternoon close to the house. They investi-
gated the hollow crossbar on my clothesline post. Eventually one bird was
able to squeeze inside the post. (The slightly larger House Sparrows have
attempted this but were never successful.) This bird spent much of the time
inside the post. The other bird looked inside but did not try to move in. It
fed in a weedy patch nearby and also picked up seeds that had fallen from
my thistle feeder. Occasionally it would peek inside the post at the first
bird. At one point in the afternoon both birds flew upward from the
clothesline post. They faced each other either touching or nearly touching as
they fluttered up about ten feet above the post. They then separated and
chased each other for about thirty feet while flying very close to the ground.
After this activity one bird returned to the inside of the post and remained
there for most of the afternoon while the other bird fed nearby. The bird in
the post was harassed by three female House Sparrows that tried to squeeze
inside. It pecked at the House Sparrows but did not give up its position,
and the House Sparrows eventually left it alone.

512 East Orange St., West Branch, [A 52358

Eurasian Tree Sparrow, West Branch, 21 March 1987. Photo by P. C. Petersen.
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