Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 01/28/94

Mississippi Kite Record Number: 81-MM
12 Apr 1979 Classification: NA
George Wyth State Park, Black Hawk Co., IA

*Tom Stone Jr./Tom Stone

IBL 49:58

DOCUMENTATION
Tom Stone Jr.
REFERENCE

Field Reports: IBL 49:58.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION

Tom Kent to Records Committee, 13 Sep 1993
VOTE (1%81): 1-1II, 5~-1V, 1-V

V, Vernon Kleen says date is impossible.

IV, no independent verification.

IV, Documentation shows only 2 observers. Description not
convincing?

IV, Problems -- (1) very early date (2) light may have caused
problems with colors of bird (3) behavior of bird not as striking
as 10 or 12. Possibly Broad-winged Hawk?

REVOTE (1993): 4 A-D, 3 NA

NA, I see no reason to change.

A-D, Since I did not know the observer, I may be somewhat more
unbiased than the original committee. I have known some teenage
observers who were consistently wrong, and I have known some
whose word I would accept for any sighting. Both of these
documentations seen adequate to me, although I must agree that
they seem almost "too good." The April date is unusually early,
but I would not agree with Vernon Kleen that it is "impossible."
The bird at Waubonsie is quite likely. However, I could be
persuaded to reverse my decision if people who knew the observer
really doubt his credibility.

NA, I have reviewed all of Tom Stone re-reviews, and have
concluded that most of the rejections of his records stemmed more
from prejudice than an objective analysis of his documentations.
In this case, however, I am troubled by what appears to be heavy
influence of the Robbins guide =-- his estimates of the bird’s
length and wingspan are perfect and probably come from the book.
This makes me wonder how much additional influence the book had
in his description.

NA, Possible but description should be more complete for early
date.



gl-mm

13 September 1993

To: 10U Records Committee
From: Tom Kent
Re: Request for reconsideration of record

Record: 81-MM Mississippi Kite (see 80-04)

Reason for request: On its own, 80-04 seems like an acceptable record,and 81-MM is
not as unusual for date as I had previously though?-

Comment: Tom Stone, Jr. was a teenager who made a few mistakes, but also had
some good records. A Mississippi Kite on 12 April (81-MM) would seem to be early;
however, there are two March records for Missouri (Robbins and Easterla 1992) and
one from Kansas (Thompson and Ely 1989). Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri birds
begin arriving in early April. The Waubonsie record on 14 May (80-04) seems quite
reasonable, even in 1980 when the species was being recorded across the river in
Nebraska. I bring this record up as one of several by young observers who may well
have been correct.
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Halmi, N. S., 1979, Field reports. Iowa Bird Life 49:58

Diurnal Raptors. As last year, the Stones again saw a Mississippi Kite, this
lime at GWSP on April 12. Documentation for a N, Goshawk in Ames on the | !
unlikely date of May 9 was forwarded with misgivings (JD); I was not convinced
either. The usual number of reports of +Sharp-shinned Hawks was received, but



'Ll -mwm

< C @
‘{L @:rds ’ V@M ﬁamm-.. b B
C 0 [ Smesw 7’% Lt 2. Hurden -] gl
nes 1 Seein;  Crrigp WA S frk i
O o 4. Pite I Qilz 3 e fod Sanc L/Zaff»x*vr_-_ff-t'f. _
kA3 b Deorgtin - Bdy, Sl 253 X cdudt J‘J..wﬁ.
—— _,_ﬁé%_l_ﬂwg abed YO Bedy 5% s YA .Z)‘MJ
£ i, R Primurrs _omd Blach Tk fod - o afotrad Enag ta-@t___ e
[=¢ Tl AR Ahad s o =
e 3. Bhein — B 4/ ,044-., and :m,..., ,Z,é.__(_,' A
| M,.mwag,\fwuﬂ, .44&:MWMM@%
B Loutile_ L SN
:%j ] HedZix Lodih noen Lollme antl, Pedlilss -’;I% -
~— fog gl . l:’7-—2._ o
o 10 Semdas afplaring M.ﬁ.& v __j
{ '.f A_. _‘gi M sz #El : ‘.:- =
“ [ Pidbrt - wn pinidid O LA A Fhe edaait |
2o Yo 2 G - V0r 50 fuides il ovsh )
T T A e beed Ho boer  Siny, T Pt A}u’ ocﬁ-"y
- | i v ame dhid e S (e oy £l imd Yhon, ]
il B cheda  mectd i 14;&__ |
‘_‘\:‘ [t Prociess _odparaince B Samciss = [ anen JOWA,M
i adaeng g M ]
( 1S, platrme. o St T anh Ton Shie : N
" (o lgpamot o Jdediictn. - PTG fHa agud o Hho " Sk,
;‘__ 17 Bk  Bods o AT Oearien Aﬂu—-vt-f:-,a ﬂ;l_.
:;. - GeooA —M —
‘_, 10 How Loy ofle pmuey Fod Aid g fnst T BVES aé«':yz;-._
¢ — pee~ e f K Sz, a?m& . 1

Sugmad_ = Pom. SHemg TF. Dl STe i
Mllige — f632  Woodmegn Du. Wiorhor, £

Dds ,;M,s




