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REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 61:91

Records Committee: IBL 62:71
VOTE: 5-A-D, 2-NA

A-D, Not a long viewing period but acceptable.

A-D, Adequate descrption. Drawing helped.

A-D, Jist and overall gray color, plus wing profile fits
Mississippi Kite. Other Kites would be more rare and show white
and gray.

A-D, We have two very similar sightings in this batch that
raise a single question. Is an all gray raptor, presumably a
Kite, that flies over, a Mississippi Kite? The question is made
difficult by the possibility of Black-shouldered, which is also
expanding its range towards Iowa. While it would seem other marks
such as tail color would be seen, I will concede that the gray
(compared to white) underparts should be sufficiently apparent to
carry these.

NA, The description sounds like a Mississippi Kite; however,
no details of plumage were seen. A "large" perched bird doesn’t
fit this species--large in comparison to what? Flight pattern and
overall gray appearance suggestive, but are subjective. I would
judge this one as "probable".

NA, Slender bodied pale gray bird with narrow pointed wings is
not nearly enough to conclusively say this was a Mississippi
Kite, or even to be beyond reasonable doubt. There are other
field marks which need to be seen to and documented for this kind
of record.

A-D, About minimum details to determine this bird but adequate
enough, I feel, to determine this as a Mississippi Kite due to
size, shape, coloration, and flight pattern. I like Bill’s
"immediate impression" comments!

REVOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA

NA, I am reluctantly changing my vote to NA on both kites
(Record 91-06 and 91-05). The descriptions of both birds were
very similar, as were viewing conditions. Both were very probably
Mississippi Kites. However in the best interest of scientific
record, and the need for undisputed information about the
apparent increase in vagrancy and expansion in range, we should
probably take the conservative approach.

NA, The vagrancy pattern is very supportive of Mississippi
Kite, but the details are so sketchy that I must change my vote
to NA.

NA, I think we should err on the conservative side for a bird
seen only briefly by an observer inexperienced with this species.

NA, The A-D reviewers do not mention anything that would make
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this an acceptable record or make me change my NA review from
last time. More needs to be seen to confirm this type of short
time-of-sight record.

A-D, More information on this bird would have been nice, but
as a fly-by, the viewing time was short. Sufficient details were
provided to indicate a Mississippi Kite was seen.
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