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VOTE: 5S-A-D, 2-NA 

A-D, Not a long viewing period but acceptable. 
A-D, Adequate descrption. Drawing helped. 
A-D, Jist and overall gray color, plus wing profile fits 

Mississippi Kite. Other Kites would be more rare and show white 
and gray. 

A-D, We have two very similar sightings in this batch that 
raise a single question. Is an all gray raptor, presumably a 
Kite, that flies over, a Mississippi Kite? The question is made 
difficult by the possibility of Black-shouldered, which is also 
expanding its range towards Iowa. While it would seem other marks 
such as tail color would be seen, I will concede that the gray 
(compared to white) underparts should be sufficiently apparent to 
carry these. 

NA, The description sounds like a Mississippi Kite; however, 
no details of plumage were seen. A "large" perched bird doesn’t 
fit this species--large in comparison to what? Flight pattern and 
overall gray appearance suggestive, but are subjective. I would 
judge this one as "probable". 

NA, Slender bodied pale gray bird with narrow pointed wings is 
not nearly enough to conclusively say this was a Mississippi 
Kite, or even to be beyond reasonable doubt. There are other 
field marks which need to be seen to and documented for this kind 
of record. 

A-D, About minimum details to determine this bird but adequate 
enough, I feel, to determine this as a Mississippi Kite due to 
size, shape, coloration, and flight pattern. I like Bill’s 
"immediate impression" comments! 
REVOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA 

NA, I am reluctantly changing my vote to NA on both kites 
(Record 91-06 and 91-05). The descriptions of both birds were 
very similar, as were viewing conditions. Both| were very probably 
Mississippi Kites. However in the best interest of scientific 
record, and the need for undisputed information about the 
apparent increase in vagrancy and expansion in range, we should 
probably take the conservative approach. 

NA, The vagrancy pattern is very supportive of Mississippi 
Kite, but the details are so sketchy that I must change my vote 
to NA. 

NA, I think we should err on the conservative side for a bird 
seen only briefly by an observer inexperienced with this species. 

NA, The A-D reviewers do not mention anything that would make
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this an acceptable record or make me change my NA review from 

last time. More needs to be seen to confirm this type of short 
time-of-sight record. 

A-D, More information on this bird would have been nice, but 
as a fly-by, the viewing time was short. Sufficient details were 
provided to indicate a Mississippi Kite was seen.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Fos 

What species? Mississiga Kite How many? | 

Location? lowa. Public Service tert Neal  Weeodbury Coonty lA 

Type of habitat? non climax. c\parian. woodland . es 

When? date(s): 5/4/41 : ‘tener that - tot isa — 

Who?your name and address: Bil\ Huser Aol &, j4th st, S, Sioux Cy AE 

others with you: Art Huser ; Dill Vos &_ Beb Moritz of Dt0X Cty , 

others before or after you: none 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. : 

A f/y- by of a hawk- like bird , sun clare In Size to a a 

Frank hire Gu\\. Ma immediate Impres Stan — \"ve. nevev Seert 

an thing I.lce thes before 7s /5 what a kite looles tke? 

Shape ~ 1 hig ht pattern ver as A very slender bad rod 

vird ith long, narras, pomted wings. Long sérary ht 
teel. Overa/| ale b eg ir color V/ey effortles Ss, slow 

flight Lt. easy glides. No hurried wing beats of ! a 
eee 

less than | minute later: 

After losing sight ot the Lirct , ss large. perched bird iWeas 

located sr a tree sh the directio~ of Ke Kikes Litho 
<a Fa yds Bway | |. tele. ta dereern. except pointed te <a 

which enéssed at Lips 05 they extended out From puimo. (ave Tf, 
Similar species and how eliminated: WJ, Harrier Qe eam meme Pe” a 

Wings, Mere predominake head. Pather labored. Laing beaks — 

lore buteo-hke. shape. This byrdl very un-buteo-l/ké, | 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ,LO 

On\s) #5 Vust wtusem sas ths, bird. 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
overcast sky , hadirect lightin . Estimate \00 ft over, 60 t uA 

as it. tus low at closest point, IODA Binece : 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: none.  —-——- 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Ws references eto hotes 
of date. Other wrtnesses Comsulted.(over) 

How long before field notes made? j|O mw, this form completed? 4 10 hr 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 
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