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VOTE: 5 A-D, 2 N-A 
NA: Certainly this observer is well qualified to distinguish 

accipiters. In this case, distinction seems to rest entirely on 
size and voice difference. Size was not described except for 
statement "due to its significantly smaller size than a Cooper’s 
Hawk". Likewise, a voice difference is alluded to but the voice 
of the observed juvenile bird is described only as a 
"high-pitched descending call". I’m not sure how this descending 
call relates to the "kek-kek-kek" warning/alarm call (presumably 
of an adult) used for comparison on the bird song recording. 

A-D: A dilemma. A very brief description by one of the state’s 
top accipiter specialists. Dave: it would have been helpful to 
attempt to quantify size, "the size of a Blue Jay" or something 
like that. The date and fact that this was an immature bird 
clearly suggests this was a young-of-the-year and therefore 
probably nested somewhere in the area, but these facts could also 
apply to Cooper’s. The other sightings of Sharpies in the area 

were not accompanied by details so we have no way to assess their 

correctness. Nevertheless, I think I’1ll go with this one, perhaps 

for the wrong reasons. We have historical summer records of this 
species, and one presumed nesting (Iowa Birds), and we have a 
skilled observer with substantial experience with Cooper’s. 

A-D: I would conclude these two observations to be immature 
Sharp-shinned Hawks. Possibly resident, but at these dates most 
likely late migrants. Size and call the only useable details to 
separate Cooper’s (the much more likely summer resident) from 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, but I think they are sufficent in the case of 
a rather common migrant. 

A-D: (without comment). 
A-D: Good description of a sharpshin and a nice find. 
NA: Description is a little puzzling. Most likely alternative 

is imm. Broad-winged Hawk, much more likely, and supported by 
call and plumage description, as well as habitat (lack of 
conifers). However, observer has experience with Cooper’s Hawk 
and noted that tail was long. I believe there is sufficient doubt 
in this description to vote against acceptance. 
REVOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA 

NA: Again, this observer is well qualified and this 
identification is probably correct. However, I feel we must be 
evaluating records individually and based on the permanent
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evidence. In this case, the only evidence to evaluate is the 

written documentation. Because I think (based mainly on the very 

brief description and the difficulty in describing call notes) 

that a researcher looking at this documentation in 20 years could 

have a reasonable doubt, I prefer to vote N-A now as well. 

NA: I must change this vote to NA. If one removes observer 

experience from the equation, the actual description of the bird 

is too thin to remove reasonable doubt. While observer experience 

is worth considering, the description must stand on its own 

merit. : 
NA: I am changing my vote to N-A. I think this description 

"thick chocolate streaks down breast to belly", the jumping 

behavior, and call fit immature Broad-winged Hawk better than 

immature Sharp-shinned Hawk. The two adults sighted in mid May 

would be most likely late migrants. I agree that although this 

bird could be a Sharp-shinned there is sufficient doubt in this 

case to vote N-A. 
A-D: Points well taken by NA’s. The description of the "thick 

chocolate streaks down the breast and BELLY" draw a conclusion 

that this was indeed a Sharp-shinned Hawk. Cooper’s Hawk normally 

have the breast rather narrowly and sharply striped with blackish 

brown on a whitish background. The streaking usually extends 

farther down onto the belly than on Cooper’s. Conrads also states 

that the calls of this bird were on a significantly higher pitch 

than other Cooper’s he has observed during his research. This is 

consistent with Sharp-shinned Hawk. He also states that the size 

of the bird was also significantly smaller than a Cooper’s Hawk. 

This is also consistent with Sharp-shinned Hawk. I do wish that 

he would have elaborated more on the other two adult 

Sharp-shinned Hawk sightings that he mentioned. I do not know how 

these records were corroborated or if they were documented as 

such (possible nesting birds). With the above I concluded that 

this was a somewhat summary description but enough to make this 

sight record that of a Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

A-D: I feel that while we all could wish for more size 

comparison and other details that the details provided by a very 

knowledgeable raptor enthusiast are adequate for a Sharp-shinned 

Hawk. The long banded tail should designate this hawk to the 

accipiters. And "the thick chocolate streaks down the breast and 

belly" are a field mark for Sharpshins rather than Cooper’s Hawks 

which are more lightly streaked on the belly for immatures. 

The Hardin Co. Iowa River Greenbelt area is a lovely wooded 

corridor with some native white pines and red cedars and could be 

a likely area for this rare nester in Iowa. 

NA: Nothing in the A-D comments persuades me to change my 

vote. Indeed, one A-D voter calls the record "a dilemma". I 

agree, and believe too much doubt exists to vote A-D.



December 6, 1990 

I.0.U. Records Committee 
Carl Bendorf, Secretary 
845 Cypress Ct. 
Iowa City, IA 52245 

Dear Records Committee: 

Thank you for reviewing my documentation of a hatching year sharp-shinned hawk in 
Hardin Co. (89-27). I was surprised that my documentation was considered "a dilemma". 
After reviewing your comments I believe that I will be able to satisfy your questions 
and that after reevaluation you will accept this documentation. 

1. Many wanted a more concrete size description than "significantly smaller than a 
Cooper’s hawk". I had already described that it was an accipiter in the first 
paragraph and the fact that it was blue-jay sized (which I did not state in the 
original documentation, unfortunately) led me to determine that it was a "HY 
Sharp-shinned hawk". I verbally compared it in size to a blue jay to several people 
prior to submitting the original documentation. 

Some of you thought that the bird was probably a Broad-winged hawk. However, if a 
Broad-winged hawk (a buteo) were to be confused with an accipiter, the closest in size 
would be a Cooper’s hawk and, as I have previously stated, the accipiter observed was 
too small for a Cooper’s. 

2. The call of the bird was a food begging call that is similar, but of a higher 
pitch, than the Cooper’s hawk calls I had heard in two years (at that time) of 
research. The Cooper’s hawk food begging call can be heard on the Peterson’s Field 
Guide to Bird Songs. The broad-winged hawk’s food begging call is described as a 
chirping type sound. The hawk observed made a "high pitched descending call". I have 
not found this type of call described of broad-wings. One stated that the "jumping 
behavior and call fit immature Broad-winged hawk better than immature Sharp-shinned 
hawk". I have observed many Cooper’s hawks and Broad-winged hawks in Iowa, and have 
consistently found the accipiters to be extremely nervous and jumpy, and Broad-winged 
hawks to be rather tame and lethargic. This is inconsistent with the bird described. 

3. Another mentioned that there was a lack of habitat (no conifers). This is a false 
statement. Sharp-shinned hawks will nest in deciduous trees and will adapt to the 
habitat available. Even so, there is a grove of old red cedar trees on a north facing 
hillside less than 400 m from the sighting and a small (< 1 acre) of mature mixed 
conifers 150 m south of the sighting. 
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Again I apologize that this record was considered "a dilemma". However, I still 
feel that my original description stands on its own. Nevertheless, this letter should 
sufficiently answer your questions. If not, I would be glad to discuss this further. 
Sharp-shinned hawks nest in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Missouri, and I1linois. They no 
doubt nest in Iowa, as I’ve witnessed in Hardin County and it would be unfortunate for 
the committee to reject this important find. Thanks for reevaluating this report. 

Sincerely, 

a: 4) 

AWC old § 

Dave Conrads 
Director 
Macbride Raptor Center



DOCUMENTATION FORM 89-27 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

What species? ___SHARP-SHIAWED HAWK (Accipiter Striatus ) How many? _| 
Location? “NE 4 of NE“ S¢c 13 T-4gN R- dow Jackson Twe HACDIN (0. 
Type of Habitat? —\)PLAND FOREST , STEEP GAVINE hae 
When? date(s): 19 JULY )9 64 | time: © ]43Q to )43). 

Who? your name and address: )AVID ). CONCADS DEPT oF Biole6y UNIT CEME FAILS 1A S0G/4 

Others before or after you: NONE | 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Ou 19 Jue 1984, wane wognie ov A smu MAMMAL Sibi PéOKCT WW THe lowe Kivi Geewperr 
Aes w Maep Cory, KEITH FW2U Avo T > A BIRD muwes A Hick - rene Deewoins 
CALL WICH Wh Bort Toker? SOMUDED Like A Barrie.” Tae FAL? HAD A WKH CANOPY AUD A vévctorey 
OMDERSTIY AWD AZ FIRST We DID MOSHE THE BILD, T Tw stw IT ABOUT 20 Fier AunY AMD 
AS \T Stw m& (<] see) Ir BébAU JUMPING AZOUYD WW AND Ov7 OF Vitw i TH Wie BOWES 

OF THE WNDLESAY. T umEDTHLy ebbiertD THAT IF Wh MW ACIPTIC, Tr Hip sueheswLy Bmp, 
DUED WS , THK CHOCOLATE SYeSMs Dounn THE Bests AMD BLLLY, Av A LOVk 3AUDKD TAL. IT Ws 
tX7REMELY “JURPT AWD We WEE OASKRYED 17 FA Moke TH I seconp SE Tre Sct, KEITH ALSO 
OBKLVED IT AVD Wt BOTH Ablt) THAT IT WHS A SMMO-SHUMED NUK, IT Mmm THEA tis THUY THE CAMOPY AFTER Abpvr | MUTE Of LESS awn Luns Wot SEW Of HARD AGA, (OVER) 
Similar species; how eliminated: 

DWETO 17S SIBMIFIGWZLY SMALE Sizs THAW A COOPEICS MWK, Wi WNCLUDYD THAT 

(T WAS A HY &7 SHARP-SHWWeD HAdK. WE ALSD LISTED 7D AFIELD GvIDE 7 BIKD Somes 
AUD ALTHVEH THE SHARY-SHWM4D RELOLDIVE WAS TUT OF 175” KéKX-KSK-Kek" WneuIne/piAam CALL, 
THE COOPERS Nawik R&LORDIVE WAS TUIZ OF A FOOD Bich IG CALL WHICH WAS VEEY SIMA BUT oF 
A SIMIFILANILY Joutse PTL THAN THAT OF TH BID WE OES (CV), Grea 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? NM 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 

THE VIEWS CoubiTiOUs WERE FAI , THE FOREST WMS QUITE SHADED» Ww DID eT WAVE AUY GPTILAL 
ZQUIVMWT BU? OBtRUGD THe BIRD Fun 20-35% wi7Lee7 Alp. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
T HAVC REStARCHED THE COOPEES HAWK FOR TWO YAS IN THe STAT AND HAK Map EXSTASIVE Ly 

OBRViD M4575 AMD NASTLIVES. T HAV ALD WHRKED FOR Tw YeARs TRAPPING ~+ OBK LVM MIGIATIN PAPZIKS, 
References and persons consulted before writing description: W.5 CLARK, B.K. WHEE: HAWKS 16% P Dowus tals 
HAWS Ww FLIGHT, 1796; Div, STOKES :A GUIDE TO BikD BEMWIOR 1499; }.), Diusmnces, ot. ol sdwa Burtos M64, J. STRAVERS 
How long before field notes made? ‘ HRS this form completed? Diy5 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).
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tf cui’ BE Atréo THAT SWeLE Auer SHMRD-SiUD HAWKS WenE 

_OBSIUED WITHN OMe MILE OF THIS REMETD SISHTOG IM WAY, BIRDS 

pi “OBSEArSD. AT THIS TIM’ ALE USUALLY M4574 Bids SWE TéERHOeIES 

“Ade pmeker ovr iw MAton+ outer After ( A wet57 Foe Coorees hawes); THEICsFACE 

T Alm W607 SYRMLILD THAT THESE SELRETWE HAWKS ALC WeSTIVG LV THE 
STAZ4 « 

THES ALE THE Ditts + Locarions OF THE 2 SIBHTW 48: 

Aye My ae TBS (is i a) a Sai. ee : 

oeh Vea <a tt 42 NEE Se ar Ge Me ee cal 
woe; ¥ mo AST) SR ss over a’ bs ‘i Ly AAS ob : y fe 7a "8 sath 

1 glean 1 of 58h, $8 i ee ke 3 
SINGLE ADULT ein


