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VOTE: 5 A-D, 2 N-A

NA: Certainly this observer is well qualified to distinguish
accipiters. In this case, distinction seems to rest entirely on
size and voice difference. Size was not described except for
statement "due to its significantly smaller size than a Cooper’s
Hawk". Likewise, a voice difference is alluded to but the voice
of the observed juvenile bird is described only as a
"high-pitched descending call". I'm not sure how this descending
call relates to the "kek-kek-kek" warning/alarm call (presumably
of an adult) used for comparison on the bird song recording.

A-D: A dilemma. A very brief description by one of the state’s
top accipiter spec1a115ts. Dave: it would have been helpful to
attempt to quantify size, "the size of a Blue Jay" or something
like that. The date and fact that this was an immature bird
clearly suggests this was a young-of-the-year and therefore
probably nested somewhere in the area, but these facts could also
apply to Cooper’s. The other sightings of Sharpies in the area
were not accompanied by details so we have no way to assess their
correctness. Nevertheless, I think I’1l1l go with this one, perhaps
for the wrong reasons. We have historical summer records of this
species, and one presumed nesting (Iowa Birds), and we have a
skilled observer with substantial experience with Cooper’s.

A-D: I would conclude these two observations to be immature
Sharp-shinned Hawks. Possibly resident, but at these dates most
likely late migrants. Size and call the only useable details to
separate Cooper’s (the much more likely summer re51dent) from
Sharp-shinned Hawk, but I think they are sufficent in the case of
a rather common mlgrant.

A-D: (without comment).

A-D: Good description of a sharpshin and a nice find.

NA: Description is a little puzzling. Most likely alternative
is imm. Broad-winged Hawk, much more likely, and supported by
call and plumage description, as well as habitat (lack of
conifers). However, observer has experience with Cooper’s Hawk
and noted that tail was long. I believe there is sufficient doubt
in this description to vote against acceptance.

REVOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA

NA: Again, this observer is well qualified and this
identification is probably correct. However, I feel we must be
evaluating records individually and based on the permanent
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evidence. In this case, the only evidence to evaluate is the
written documentation. Because I think (based mainly on the very
brief description and the difficulty in describing call notes)
that a researcher looking at this documentation in 20 years could
have a reasonable doubt, I prefer to vote N-A now as well.

NA: I must change thls vote to NA. If one removes observer
experlence from the equation, the actual description of the bird
is too thin to remove reasonable doubt. While observer experience
is worth considering, the description must stand on its own
merit.

NA: I am changing my vote to N-A. I think this description
"thick chocolate streaks down breast to belly", the jumping
behavior, and call fit immature Broad-winged Hawk better than
immature Sharp-shinned Hawk. The two adults sighted in mid May
would be most likely late migrants. I agree that although this
bird could be a Sharp-shinned there is sufficient doubt in this
case to vote N-A.

A-D: Points well taken by NA’s. The description of the "thick
chocolate streaks down the breast and BELLY" draw a conclusion
that this was indeed a Sharp-shinned Hawk. Cooper’s Hawk normally
have the breast rather narrowly and sharply striped with blackish
brown on a whitish background. The streaking usually extends
farther down onto the belly than on Cooper’s. Conrads also states
that the calls of this bird were on a significantly higher pitch
than other Cooper’s he has observed during his research. This is
consistent with Sharp-shinned Hawk. He also states that the size
of the bird was also significantly smaller than a Cooper’s Hawk.
This is also consistent with Sharp-shinned Hawk. I do wish that
he would have elaborated more on the other two adult
Sharp-shinned Hawk sightings that he mentioned. I do not know how
these records were corroborated or if they were documented as
such (possible nesting birds). With the above I concluded that
this was a somewhat summary description but enough to make this
sight record that of a Sharp-shinned Hawk.

A-D: I feel that while we all could wish for more size
comparison and other details that the details provided by a very
knowledgeable raptor enthusiast are adequate for a Sharp- -shinned
Hawk. The long banded tail should designate this hawk to the
accipiters. And "the thick chocolate streaks down the breast and
belly" are a field mark for Sharpshins rather than Cooper’s Hawks
which are more lightly streaked on the belly for immatures.

The Hardin Co. Iowa River Greenbelt area is a lovely wooded
corridor with some native white pines and red cedars and could be
a likely area for this rare nester in Iowa.

NA: Nothing in the A-D comments persuades me to change my
vote. Indeed, one A-D voter calls the record "a dilemma". I
agree, and believe too much doubt exists to vote A-D.
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December 6, 1990

[.0.U. Records Committee
Carl Bendorf, Secretary
845 Cypress Ct.

Iowa City, IA 52245

Dear Records Committee:

Thank you for reviewing my documentation of a hatching year sharp-shinned hawk in
Hardin Co. (89-27). I was surprised that my documentation was considered "a dilemma".
After reviewing your comments I believe that I will be able to satisfy your questions
and that after reevaluation you will accept this documentation.

1. Many wanted a more concrete size description than "significantly smaller than a
Cooper’s hawk". I had already described that it was an accipiter in the first
paragraph and the fact that it was blue-jay sized (which I did not state in the
original documentation, unfortunately) led me to determine that it was a "HY
Sharp-shinned hawk". I verbally compared it in size to a blue jay to several people
prior to submitting the original documentation.

Some of you thought that the bird was probably a Broad-winged hawk. However, if a
Broad-winged hawk (a buteo) were to be confused with an accipiter, the closest in size
would be a Cooper’s hawk and, as I have previously stated, the accipiter observed was
too small for a Cooper’s.

2. The call of the bird was a food begging call that is similar, but of a higher
pitch, than the Cooper’s hawk calls I had heard in two years (at that time) of
research. The Cooper’s hawk food begging call can be heard on the Peterson’s Field
Guide to Bird Songs. The broad-winged hawk’s food begging call is described as a
chirping type sound. The hawk observed made a "high pitched descending call". I have
not found this type of call described of broad-wings. One stated that the "jumping
behavior and call fit immature Broad-winged hawk better than immature Sharp-shinned
hawk". 1 have observed many Cooper’s hawks and Broad-winged hawks in Iowa, and have
consistently found the accipiters to be extremely nervous and jumpy, and Broad-winged
hawks to be rather tame and lethargic. This is inconsistent with the bird described.

3. Another mentioned that there was a lack of habitat (no conifers). This is a false
statement. Sharp-shinned hawks will nest in deciduous trees and will adapt to the
habitat available. Even so, there is a grove of old red cedar trees on a north facing
hillside less than 400 m from the sighting and a small (< 1 acre) of mature mixed
conifers 150 m south of the sighting.
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December 6, 1990

Again I apologize that this record was considered "a dilemma". However, I still
feel that my original description stands on its own. Nevertheless, this letter should
sufficiently answer your questions. If not, I would be glad to discuss this further.
Sharp-shinned hawks nest in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Missouri, and I1linois. They no
doubt nest in Iowa, as I’ve witnessed in Hardin County and it would be unfortunate for
the committee to reject this important find. Thanks for reevaluating this report.

Sincerely,

j\;m Covaad s

Dave Conrads
Director
Macbride Raptor Center
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For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa
What species? ___ JHARP-SHIWNED HAWK (Accipiter y}ria’ms) How many? _|
Locaion? _NE % of NF% G¢C 13 T-G8N R-20W . Jarkow Twe  HACDIN (0.
Type of Havirat? _\PLAND FOREST |, STEEP RAVINE
When? date(s): _ |9 Juy 1989 time: % |430 10 J43]
Who? your name and address: DAVID J. (ueads DEPT or BioLosy [NT CE0ME FALS, IA 6k

Ocers with you: _KEITN FRANZEN , DR NIXow Wilsow

Others before or after you: NONE :

Describe the bird(s) indua‘ing only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
~ head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Ouv 19 Ju 1989, whie woRewe on A sl MWW.\S{ZV‘E‘{ f'ﬂJiC’ ym\}lgm mfx 6!(%_5&7 (i
At w Magow Loy , KEITh FRAVEY avo T HiAE> A BIRD Mws A HIéh -PIcksp Desccuoint i
L WNCH e B THOOG 7 SOVDD LK 4 PAPIR. THE. FSELST 1D 4 Hih (AP At Aofrcoe)
UWIUSTOY WD 7 FIST Vg DID M7si Tre BIEp, T Tww saw IT ABOT 20 R Auny 440

AS\T Stw mE (<|see) IT BE6AW JuNPWe ACOND 1l AND OV7 OF Visw W THE UPeE BRAKHES
OF THE NDLESHRY. T WHEDHTIL4 O5reD THAT I S ) ACIPITEC, TT MD Suerpsuity 6¢ny b

BUXD ks , THK CHLAZ: ST Do THC Begs7 AD KLY, > A L Wuped TAIL, 1T whs
CXTOMELY "1™ AKD WC MYISR ISUYED 17 FO Joes THaw | sseowd SETms Sous. dEiw AL
OBHRVD IT AND At BOTH AGlee) THAT IT Uls A SHILI-SHMED JAK. IT WGl THY Frsu TR
THE (WNOPY AFTEE Movr | MIBUZs of Lissawn tms MOT ST o HeAD AGA. (oveR)

Similar species; how eliminated:
DETo (75 SINIFIAWILY SMALLSR $IZs THAM A CCOPSIZS AWK , WL COMLUDYD THAT
(T WAS & WY " SHARP-SHWWD Mgk, Wi AlSD LSTWsD T AFIELD bundt 70 BIRD Sovss
AVD ALTHUGH THE SHORY-SHWNSD RELOCDING WhS TUAT OF 175 KeK-KiK-Kek" Whewwi/ipaam (ALl »
THE (DO BAwk RscoR DG ks THIT OF A 0D Bash v AL WHICK Wns VSBY SIIAKR BU7 oF
A SKNIFILINIY YO PiTch THAN THAT OF TH; BILD Lot CBSE VL), Ry

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? M)
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment.

THE VIEWWS Coubimaus (wikE FMR ,THE FOREST us QUITE SADSD . Wl DID M7 PAVC AV BCTIAL
EQuirhvl Bu7 o85(RUsD THs BIRD FiuM '-35 Wit Am.

Previous experience with species and similar ones.:
T HAYC PLSARCHED THE LoOPERS MAWK FOR Tohp WA v THg STATE AND HArS Mad Exsraysivgry
OBRRVsD 4575 AWD NESTUNGS, T HAK AL WODKSD FER Tuh sl TRAPPIVE~ 0BV, MIGIATIY PAPZI,
References and persons consulted before writing description.: W.5 U—AEK, B.K. WHELSE: m“ quq;p.DUWi etals

HAWKS 1 Fut:m) 1965; D, ST00sS A Gy 70 Biky Bl 1959 1), DiksMies, ot ol » jwa BIIX, 1454; J. ST@AViZS,
How long before field notes made? 3 H6 this form completed? 61}%5

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).
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