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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Reid Allen, 23 July, P-0420 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 64:107; 65:11 

Records Committee: IBL 65:81 

VOTE: 2 A-P, 4 A-O, 1 A-O/A-P 

A-O, Identification not in question. In favor of wild bird is lack of bands, toe markings, etc., 

flight capability, and general wariness cited by several observers. | am influenced, however, by 

lack of any definite pattern of vagrancy as shown by uniform sighting dates in midwest (Kent, pers. 

comm.) and the knowledge that this species is commonly kept in capitivity in lowa (F. Moore, pers. 

comm.). This appears to be exactly the type of sighting for which category A-O is perfect. The 

origin really is "unknown." 

A-O, Although convincingly identified and photographed, vagrancy of wild birds to upper Midwest 

is not, and perhaps will never be confirmed. That unmarked birds are frequently kept in captivity 

clouds this record. 

A-P, The identification of the bird is not in question. Although | don’t know the basis for other 

states’ evaluations of records of this species, | will vote for acceptance as a wild bird based on 

established vagrancy patterns across the country. Perhaps all of the extra-limital records are 

suspect, but at least we could be consistent with other states. Origins of waterfowl are certainly 

difficult to establish. We do, however, routinely accept records of well-described Eurasian Wigeons, 

another bird held in captivity. Where do we draw the line? It would appear to be based on vagrancy 

patterns. The bird in question did not have any indications that it was other than a wild bird. | 

seriously doubt the the captive population of Fulvous Whistling-Duck, even though is is considered 

common, appraoches the population of this species in the wild. We can never be 100% positive of 

origin, but when | consider the odds of a captive bird escaping versus a wild, free-flying bird 

appearing in lowa, the scales tip heavily in favor of wild. 

A-O, No doubt about the identification. | was prepared to accept this species until Francis Moore 

presented preliminary research showing the frequency of captive birds. Other states seem to accept 

it. Unfortunately the vagrancy pattern does not help much, i.e., there is no pattern, except for 

lack of records in the northern Great Plains. | would be willing to reopen the discussion at any 

time. 

A-O, | have no doubt that this bird was a Fulvous Whistling-Duck. | am very concerned about the 

origin of this bird. Lack of a band on the legs and lack of other signs of captivity do not 

necessarily make this a wild bird. | have seen up to 12 to 15 of this species in a fully enclosed, 

caged pond that did not have any bands and could easily fly around inside the cage with[out?] 

hitting its wings, tail or body on the caging material. Two of the Fulvous Whistling-Ducks were 

walking around outside the cage and as | watched flew a short distance with no problem at all. The
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sight record pattern for this species also rules out a wild bird origin as shown at out recent 

meeting. | went to an exotic bird/animal swap meet and saw a pair of this species for sale along 

wiht many other species of waterfowl. They did not show feather wear nor did they have bands on 

their legs. | am going to go to another of these shows/sales later in September and see if there is 

any reason to believe that any Fulvous Whistling-Ducks are from other than a waterfowl breeder. 

A-O, Unfortunately, origin of this bird is questionable. Most vagrant records are in fall, with a 

small peak of occurrence in spring. Mid-July could be considered a fall occurrence, however. Data 

from surrounding states shows a "baseline" of a few reports for every month, an indicator of escaped 

birds year round, while the spring and fall peaks strongly suggest occurrence of wild vagrants as 

well. This bird showed no signs of captivity, although the fact that it was alone suggests an escape 

rather than a wild bird, the latter usually accompanied by others. | vote A-O only because of 

uncertainty over origin, and could be persuaded otherwise. This report requires discussion and 

perhaps a wait until it can be determined whether other vagrants occurred this summer, establishing 

a highly suggestive pattern of vagrancy. ... [later after viewing photos], A-P, Neck length and 

visible white area in wing sufficient to eliminate Cinnamon Teal in photo.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species: Fulvous Whistling- Duck 
Number: |, probably a female 
Location: Goose Lake, Clinton Co., IA 
Habitat: shallow marsh 
Date: 17 July 1994 
Time: 1:30-2:10 p.m. 
Observer: Stephen J. Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 50014 
Others who saw bird: Susan B. Grove, m.ob. 

Description of bird(s): We arrived at Goose Lake at 1:30 p.m. and walked east on the dike that 
crosses the middle of the marsh. Within a couple of minutes | spotted a bird which | immediately 
recognized as a Fulvous Whistling-Duck. The bird was resting on a muskrat hut on the east side of 
the marsh, south of the dike. We watched the bird for 25 minutes as it rested on the hut. It took 
flight once, moving about SO feet to another muskrat hut. The bird remained standing there for the 
duration of the observation. The most conspicuous features of the bird were the upright posture 
and generally tawny/buff appearance. The bird was the same size as nearby Mallards, though it had 
a distinctly erect posture, a longer, slimmer neck, and longer legs. The long legs appeared dark. 
The head shape was similar to that of a Northern Pintail. The bill was bluish-gray. The eye was 
dark. The underparts, including the belly, breast, and foreneck , as well as the cheek, were a rich 
tawny color. The crown, hindneck , mantle, and wings were dark-colored ( nearly black). The dark 
mantle was marked by several lateral buffy stripes. The dark line on the hindneck was continuous, 
suggesting the bird was a female. There was a thin, white line along the flank , just below the wing. 
| saw the bird very briefly in flight, and noted the buffy upperwing coverts, narrow white band 
across the uppertail, and that the legs dangled beyond the tail tip. The underwing was also dark. The 
bird did not vocalize. | examined the bird carefully for bands or any other indication that the bird 
may have escaped from captivity recently, but found no evidence to support this (no bands, bird 
capable of flight and somewhat wary ). 

Similar species and how eliminated: The long legs, upright posture, and long neck were clear ly 
features of a whistling-duck. The extensive rufous color on the belly, dark back edged with tawny, 
lack of any white on the upperwing, and dark bill and legs eliminate Black-bellied Whistling- 
Duck. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent with the sun behind us and 
mostly clear skies. Estimated viewing distance was as close as 75 m. | used 10x42 binoculars and 
a 20-60x spotting scope. 

Previous experience with species: | saw several Fulvous Whistling-Ducks in coastal North 
Carolina during fall 1993. That is my only experience with this species. 

References consulted: NGS Field Guide to the Birds of North America 

How long before field notes made: written after initial observation 
How long before this form completed: written 23 July 1994
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Susan Barrell Grove 
2600 Glen Burnie Drive 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27607 

July 27, 1994 

Fulvous Whistling Duck at Goose Lake, Clinton County, lowa 

I was birding with Steve Dinsmore at Goose Lake on the 

afternoon of July 17, 1994 when we observed a Fulvous Whistling 

Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) sitting alone on top of a muskrat hut. It 

was located east of the dyke in the northern section of the lake and 

visible under good lighting conditions (clear skies and afternoon sun). 

We watched this bird with binoculars and spotting scope for 

approximately 40 minutes (1330-1410) from two different locations 

on the dyke. Steve was also able to take photographs. 

My first view of the bird was through a 7x42 Zeiss binocular at 

a distance of about 150 meters. The bird appeared rather dark and 

conspicuously long legged. It was roughly the same size as the 

Mallards perched on adjacent huts but certainly larger than the 

Wood Ducks in the vicinity. When I then scrutinized the bird 

through Steve's Kowa TSN-4 spotting scope, it was very distinctive. 

Although the bird was in a resting position facing me I could see a 

number of features. The overall body color was a rich brown, 

contrasting with very dark wings. The head was also brown with a 

dark, flat crown but no other distinctive markings. The bird's neck 

was long and slim, more goose-like than duck-like. Also I could 

briefly discern an area of lighter feathers on the throat of the bird 

In addition, the bill and legs appeared to be a bluish grey. Il 

proceeded to cautiously move closer to where the bird was sitting, to 

about 75 meters, and confirmed the above characteristics with a 

better view. At that point the bird had moved about 10 meters to 

another nearby muskrat hut. Perched there in full view, it did not 

move much except to look around and preen as we continued to 

watch it.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We Finally spotted This duck eFlor wuch SRawchivg . Tt wes EW & 

Swall muskrat house all ‘bu, itself. Mt was a fawn lrown duck with a 

granish bill. tt had © uplete thick lelack stripe down the ack of its 

ta Wy lproun vneck, at had a ark grayish Wpper ook and buead Cc. ee 

Spots on iis sides betweow its dark back and its tawny body, a+ ha grayish 

leas, no [eQ bonds, a dark Ae, and & pointed crown ow 1s head siwlae to the 

Shope of Riva-Mecked buck, + may hove had a desk hne through its dark eye, 

te duck liad liglek or whitish on its very andertail Hps. The ugportail tips 

were white with a small black tripe at the very fail+ip. act had -fivt 

Cream-Clored marKings under its Chin ow its neck, Dt Was a lovely duck | 

Keun Yorcfman sdetes in Audubon'’s Magtor Guide to Bicding phat this duck “tender: 

Spovadically amd Singles or Small Licks her cochicall 

in North AmeriCar. “ 7 — Ty . Any whore 

Similar species and’ how eliminated: : 

XT cont tink of @ Similar species. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about -identification? Vo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Pou, sumny et first—Sun igh and looking SSE. Then mostly chudy, Good viewing. 

180-200 yards estimated. 8X30 Bimocs, ALK Saape, KOWA Seppe — 20x, Yox, 60K, 
. me __ abd Kelluy saope, Ho. eee 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: nn 

ye never Seen ove beryere, 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

Not |, Geoy, Rrds of W. AwariGh, Robbins’ Birds of M Yimeri®, amd RT Reloreons Guide f
o the Rirds (aes?) 

How long before field notes made? made while this form completed? -ysulu 2H, \99¢ 

viewiva duck sa 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? ful fous Whiethna Ducic How many? 44 L 

Location? (0 OS € LG fe e. Chante /\ Ca unt 
; 

southeastarea 
Type of habitat? broad pet Te a h 3 

then? date(s): July 20. /9 G4 time: /'30 oe 2120 Mm 

Who?your name and eae Be, +h a gs eden ld t ha Ge omb LO
I |& 

others with you: Mark Hoeschaldt Kuss Widn St... yl « Kay 
Pd 

others before or after you: Nap i{ ob SéiVers 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Mer waiting v Watchin for threé Nouwrs ¢ Hinally 7 . 
note Frem « pe es of ¢e herd ay Hat (fF had been Seen 
SE corner — not Sw), Suddenly Mav kk sard, " Pave. ‘ 

And there :t was — a tawny bird on 4 tawny Grassy Clumy, 
jot Stood i+ tarned, it preened = looks From all 
tle eda eather val on elamnpn the Vo minutes We Watched, 

; Ne Bele larger fran th ~ Loo d Duals around 

Lt th bright tawnu Aead + undersides dark WING § 

rae Whenit preéned + dark back, The dark brows 
7 IN line en hind neck Was Cont UCUS So probably a ¢ 
The legs Were dark Gra igh bluc, As Was bel, me 

Were distinck white slashes” on Clank ¢, more ov less 
arallel & Lvided OItNG4s ~ & White Semi-Ccircular lineon 

camp, There was fighter color on throat bat F Couldn't seg 

Similar species and how eliminated: alae b
oed Whisth ~~ Dacl< ee 4 

Ie Fake © ooo duck but colevy' ng er” tive
ly di fleet t = OO 

Ducks in Marsh similar celomat First glance, but
 ennree 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about -identification
? O fe. rent 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: giye lighting, distance (how measured), and opt
ical equipment: 

Ood |\ * wate 57dé ap ROO x ACO- AS Oi ard 

Vtdon XK 30 binocs 2X Bishnel| SGC pé, Kawa 22x FOX 7eape 
fr vious aperene a species and similar ~~ ) 

ave SCON G HelJoas ONCG in MeN or — 
rene sulted al car guides 

References and persons consulted before writing sesenpptjons, < L si 9 i 

belavra Seeipabird, so ee Kn€a) LU , 

How long before fteld notes made? At 2N
ce this form completed? wu hy oy IGP

 



Gy -ve 
the Carnt idhite lines the others Ware SEZING, 

Once when st “Aunkered- Gown 4 appearéd 
AS Only a Clima On to je +h e Fawn y Jrassy 
5 po; looking "ke addi tronal weeds or debris, 
TFRs as a great look af q Falvous 

bd histling Duck and & Qréar bird for Lowa, 

Kenn Kautmenn in Aad ube» Master Guide 

W rete; wanders Spora J ically iN S1NGle Ss op 
JN a1) locks | may farn up practically 

AN) WAE re iN M Amer ca“. Since this vird 
had no band on either leg es surely Could 

ave been at Goose lake as € réesalt ot 

N6 tne | M\6 VE Ment ¥ not because Ft was ox 
EICANC, 

This was Car Secand atremot to iad it 

GFter Steve UAE bee found rt on Jaly Te



DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD GUY -LL 

SPECIES: Fulvous Whistling Duck (Adult) 

LOCATION: Goose Lake (Clinton County) 

HABITAT: Shallow lake and marsh 

DATE & TIME: 22 July, 1994 (8:25-40 AM) 

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240 

OTHERS: Discovered by Steve Dinsmore. With me was Tom Kent. Seen previously 

and after by many observers. 

BACKGROUND: Steve Dinsmore had reported finding a bird of this species at 
this location on 17 July, and I looked for it later that day, as well as on 
18, 20 July without success. On 22 July, it was located about a hundred 

yards south of the east end of the dike sitting on a clump of green 

vegetation, and near a group of Canada Geese. Tom Kent and I watched 4 

through the telescope as it preened, and then slept. 

DESCRIPTION: In size, the bird was only about half that of the Canada Geese 

nearby, but a little larger than a female Wood Duck that came swimming by. 

The general appearance was a long-necked and long-legged duck which was 

brown below and black above. The breast, belly, sides of head and neck were 

a rich reddish brown color, lighter on the front. The back was black with 

fine brownish scalloping across its sides, and just black in the center. 

The neck was quite long, and there was a black band which extended from the 

back up the rear of the neck, and came to a point and ended on the rear of 

the head. The eye was dark, and seemed to be set toward the top of the 

head. The bill was gray. there was a line of white scallops on the side 

just below the wing. The rump was white, and the tail was black. The legs 

were long and gray, and no bands could be seen. The bird did not fly nor 

stretch its wings. No vocalization was heard. 

SIMILAR SPECIES: Female Mallard, Pintail, Wigeon, and Gadwall all have a 

mottled brown plumage, and do not have a black back or tail, and lack the 

obvious white scalloping under wing. The Ruddy Shelduck has a simlar 

unmottled brown plumage, but which includes the back, and it has a very 

light head and a dark ring around the neck, and also lacks the white 

scalloping. 

DISAGREE: No disagreement about identification. 

VIEWING CONDITIONS & OPTICS: The bird was viewed with a KOWA TSN-4 

telescope (20-60X) looking south. The day was mostly clear, and the sun was 

from the northeast. Viewing conditions were excellent. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen these birds, sometimes in large numbers, 

on four previous trips to Florida and Texas. 

FIELD NOTES & REFERENCES: Field notes were written down in the car 

immediately after viewing, and this form was typed on 25 July. No field 

guides were used at the time of the observation, but the National 
Geographic guide was looked at afterwards.
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Species: Fulvous Whistling-Duck; Number: 1 

Location: Goose Lake, Clinton Co., Iowa 

Date: 22 July 1994; Time: 8:30 to 8:45 a.m. 

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246. 

Others before/with/after: Found by Steve Dinsmore and seen by many; Jim Fuller with me. 

Habitat and circumstances: natural marsh 

Description of bird: The bird was sitting up on a small spit in the middle of the marsh. It turned around several times 

but did not fly. It looked smaller than a Mallard but was tiny compared to adjacent Canada Geese and about 25 % 

larger than a Wood Duck that swam nearby. It appeared long-necked and long legged. The head shape reminded 

me of a Pintail. The bill was blue-gray -- darker toward the tip. The eye was dark and was high and forward on 

the head. The face, neck and underparts were tan (tawny), but somewhat lighter on the breast. The back and 

wing were dull black with faint barring. The white on the sides looked like two short white wing bars with some 

more white posteriorly between the wing and body. The upper tail was white with a broad black tip. The amount 

of white on the sides and whiteness of the tail suggest an adult, but I have no experience with juveniles. 

Voice: I heard some funny sounds earlier from the other side of the dike. The only "whistling" ducks I have heard 

before were 500 Black-bellied all singing at once. There is no way I could determine whether the sound | heard 

came form this bird. 

Similar species: The similar Lesser Whistling-Duck of southern Asia has a rufous rump and less white on the sides. 

After viewing the duck, I visited the Arrowhead Game Farm, which is 4 miles south of the lake. I was told that 

they import Ring-necked Pheasant, Bobwhite, and Chukars from Missouri and release them for hunters to shoot. 

They recover about 80%. Chukars have survived the winter and hatched young, but they do not survive, 

apparently due to disease. In the past they have raised Mallards, but no other ducks. I was given the name of 

Richard Schlecht, who lives near Miles, which is 5 miles east and 5 miles north of the lake (10853 580th Ave; 

319-682-7712). He and his daughter may keep some exotic waterfowl. I called and talked to the daughter on 25 

July. They keep only Pekin and Rouen (Mallard-like) ducks, and these are clipped and not able to fly. She knew 

of no others in the area that keep waterfowl. 

Any one have reservations?: no 

Light: looking south with sun in the east; Distance: estimated 100 yards; Optics: 20x scope. 

Previous experience: | have seen this species in Delaware, Florida, and Texas. 

References before/after viewing: none until time of final typing. 

Time of notes: while viewing; Final typing: 32 hours.



DOCUMENTATION QY-LL 

SRECIES: Fulvous Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) 

HOW MANY: One (1) 

LOCATION: Clinton County, Goose Lake 

HABITAT: Marshy lake divided by dike running through middle of ponds. 

DATE: July 23, 1994 

TIME & LENGTH OF 
OBSERVATION: 10:10 - 10:35 a.m. Bird observed standing and preening. 

FIRST OBSERVATION 
MADE BY: Steve Dinsmore, July 17, 1994 

DOCUMENTER'S NAME & Pam & Reid Allen (photograph), 1601 Pleasant Street, 

ADDRESS: West Des Moines, IA 50265 

OTHERS WHO SAW BIRD: Reid Allen 
Eugene Armstrong, Eloise Armstrong 

DESCRIPTION OF BIRD: This Mallard-sized duck was not easy to locate as it was nestled in 

amongst cattails. Also, the fact that it did not move around very much also made it difficult to at first 

locate. The bill was black, the face head and back sides of the neck, along with the breast, belly 

were a cinnamon, buffy orange color. There was a thin black stripe which ran from the hind neck 

down to the back of the bird. This stripe did not extend all the way over the top of the head of the 

bird. The eye was dark. There were some white streaking marks on the sides of the flanks of the 

bird. The wings and back were dark although there were some horizontal streaks across the back 

and wings which were the same coloring as the breast and belly of the bird. The underthroat and 

lower neck area appeared to be speckled greyish in coloration. The legs were a darkish dull color. 

This bird stood almost motionless for a long time, rather gooselike in its stance. Even as it preened 

it did not seem to move around very much. The bird was not observed flying. 

SIMILAR SPECIES AND 
HOW ELIMINATED: A juvenile Black-Bellied Whistling-Duck does not have the 

cinnamony, buffy orange coloration on the sides of the face. Also, the white flank streakings are not 

as prominent and the back is not dark. The belly of the Fulvous Whistling-Duck is all the same 

coloring. 

VIEWING CONDITIONS: Partly cloudy sky, with periods of bright sun. Viewed from a 

distance of approximately 100 meters. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 
WITH SPECIES: This bird has been observed at different times in South Texas. 

EQUIPMENT: Bushnell 8 x 36 Custom Binoculars; Kowa TSN-4 Spotting Scope. 

REFERENCES CONSULTED: After Field Notes made: 
National Geographic Society Field Guide to the Birds of North 

America, Second Edition, c. 1983, 1987. 
The Audubon Society Master Guide to Birding, Vol. 1, c. 1983. 



Fulvous Whistling-Duck Documentation continued 4 2 

HOW LONG BEFORE 
FIELD NOTES MADE: As bird was being observed. 

HOW LONG BEFORE THIS 
FORM COMPLETED: August 3, 1994. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
INFORMATION: Photographic slides (2) enclosed. Photographs taken by Reid |. 

Allen with a Minolta X700 camera and Kowa TSN-4 spotting scope with 800 mm photographic 

adaptor.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 
Unusual Bird Sightings in Iowa 

Species: Fulvous Whistling-Duck 

Location: Goose Lake, Clinton County, Iowa 

Habitat: Marsh, some open water, some heavily vegetated 

Date: 24 June 1994 Time: 12:25 to 12:35 

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Avenue, Norwalk, lowa 50211 

Other Observers: None at the time; found by Steve Dinsmore the previous Sunday 

Description of bird: This bird was a stake-out and I searched the marsh for about an hour 
before finally finding it. It was a notable rusty color, more on the brown than red vein. 
While it was in the water/stubble I observed a duck with a rusty head and breast. The 
back was darker with rusty colored feather edgings. Significant white streaks were 
apparent on the flank. The bill and eye were dark. The neck was a bit lighter, but due to 
the posture of the resting bird details were hard to ascertain. After several minutes a 
Great Blue Heron came in and circled over the area where the duck was resting. The 

duck became agitated, its long neck becoming apparent, and it eventually took flight. I 
put the scope on it in flight and observed a broad white tailband on a black tail followed by 
a fairly broad black terminal band. The wings were all dark. The feet and legs appeared 
dark blue with no band visible on either leg. As it flew the long legs were dangling. The 
bird disappeared into a heavily vegetated area of the marsh. The bird did not call. 

Similar species and how eliminated: The long neck and long legs identify this bird as a 
whistling-duck. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck is eliminated by the rusty head, dark bill, 
and dark wings with no white wing patches. 

Viewing conditions (light, distance, optics): Optics consisted of 7X26 binoculars and spotting 
scope with 15X60 zoom eyepiece. Sky was bright and sunny with the sun high in the sky. 
The bird was initially observed at approximately 100 yards and flew to an area about 300 

yards away. 

Previous experience: I have seen these birds in several southern states over the past few years. 

References consulted during observation: None 

References consulted before completing documentation: NGS Guide 

Field notes made: Immediately after observation 

Documentation completed: On return home


