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G2- Ac 
Black-bellied Whistling Duck 

Musgrove, J. W. and Musgrove, M. R. 1977. Waterfowl in Iowa 5th ed. 
State Conservation Commission, Des Moines. p 111 

BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING DUCK, Dendrocygna  autumnalis 
autumnalis (LINNAEUS). (Formerly black-bellied tree duck.) An adult 
female was trapped May 8, 1977, at Zirbel Slough in Cerro Gordo County by 
Ken Reynolds and DeWaine Jackson, employees of the State Conservation 
Commission. It was photographed and released. This bird breeds trom the 
extreme southern coast of Texas southward and along both coasts of 
Mexico and Central America; those breeding in Texas migrate southward 
to winter.
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A Rare Visit From The 

as “patos maizal” or the “cornfield 
duck.” In the United States, one may 

hear it called the black-bellied tree duck or 
black-bellied whistling duck. Regardless of 
which name you choose, one thing is 
certain, this waterfowl species is a very 
interesting and beautiful bird. 
The geographical distribution of the 

black-bellied whistling duck is relatively 

restricted. The northern race of this species 
commonly breeds from southern coastal 
Texas through coastal Mexico and Central 

America. A southern race is known to 
breed from Panama south into northern 
Argentina. Despite this limited range, at 

least one female member of the species 
decided to leave the sunny south this spring 
and pay a visit to lowa. 
The black-bellied whistling duck in 

question was captured at Zirbel Slough in 
Cerro Gordo County on May 8, 1977. The 
authors were conducting a research project 
on the mallard duck and discovered the 
“cornfield duck” in one of the traps being 
utilized for the capture of drake mallards. 
After consultation with Mr. Richard 
Bishop (state waterfowl biologist) and Dr. 
James Dinsmore (ornithologist at lowa 
State University) it was determined that 
this was the first recorded observation of 
this species in lowa. 

|: MEXICO it is known by the natives D 

Ny 

* 

by Kenneth Reynolds 

and DeWaine Jackson 

The black-bellied whistling duck 

ordinarily nests in tree cavities much like 
the wood duck. Occasionally nests will be 
found on the ground, often at a 
considerable distance from water. The 
number of eggs per nest averages about 13 
and they look very much like eggs of 
domestic poultry. Both the male and 
female aid in incubation which is a very 
unusual practice among waterfowl. 
Incubation lasts approximately 28 days 
and once hatched, both parents remain 
with the brood for at least 6 months. 

The diet of the black-bellied whistling 
duck is primarily one of grain. According 
to one author, in its normal southern 
range, large flocks can be seen feeding in 
the sorghum stubble or in cattle feed lots 
consuming scattered grain. Perhaps this 
bird’s favorite food is corn and it can often 
be seen perching on the stalks in order to 
reach the ears of corn. It is because of this 
feeding behavior, that the bird receives its 
Mexican name “patos maizel’’ the 
“cornfield duck.” 

As lowa is nicknamed the tall corn state, 
it seems only fitting that we should have 
been paid a visit by the cornfield duck. 
Perhaps, in the future, another will come 
our way and provide someone else with a 
look at a truly beautiful bird. 0 

Furs Purchased from Iowa Trappers 
and Hunters as reported by 

Iowa Fur Buyers during the 1976-77 Season * 

PERCENT 
CHANGE 

NUMBER FROM 
SPECIES PURCHASED _ 1975-76 

Muskrat 252,754 - 35 

Mink 15,956 - 13 

Raccoon 264,819 - @9 

Beaver 7,773 + SI 

Red Fox 22,699 + 43 

Gray Fox 1,795 + 14 

Coyote 12,226 + 29 

Opossum 36,493 + 38 

Spotted Skunk 
(Civet) ** 46 - 57 

Striped Skunk 5,441 + 181 

Badger 2,136 + 69 

Weasel ** 4 - 92 

TOTAL PELTS 622.142 - 18 

AVG. 
PRICE 

PER PELT 

$ 4.31 

14.06 

22.51 

11.60 

46.33 

26.17 

33.34 

1.59 

2.00 
1.66 

17.7] 
1.00 

TOTAL 
VALUE 

$1,089,369.74 

224,341.36 

5,961,075.69 

90,166.80 

1,05 1,644.67 

46,975.15 

407,614.84 

58,023.87 

92.00 

9,032.06 

37,828.56 

4.00 

TOTAL VALUE $8,976,168.74 

a 

* 202 of 217 licensed fur dealers reporting. 

** Season on spotted skunk (civet) and weasel was closed during the 1976-77 season. 
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A Rare Visit From The 

as “patos maizal” or the “cornfield 
duck.” In the United States, one may 

hear it called the black-bellied tree duck or 
black-bellied whistling duck. Regardless of 
which name you choose, one thing is 

certain. this waterfowl species is a very 
interesting and beautiful bird. 
The geographical distribution of the 

black-bellied whistling duck is relatively 
restricted. The northern race of this species 
commonly breeds from southern coastal 
Texas through coastal Mexico and Central 
America. A southern race is known to 
breed from Panama south into northern 
Argentina. Despite this limited range, at 
least one female member of the species 

decided to leave the sunny south this spring 
and pay a visit to lowa. 
The black-bellied whistling duck in 

question was captured at Zirbel Slough in 
Cerro Gordo County on May 8, 1977. The 
authors were conducting a research project 
on the mallard duck and discovered the 
“cornfield duck” in one of the traps being 
utilized for the capture of drake mallards. 

After consultation with Mr. Richard 
Bishop (state waterfowl biologist) and Dr. 

James Dinsmore (ornithologist at lowa 
State University) it was determined that 
this was the first recorded observation of 
this species in lowa. 

ie MEXICO it is known by the natives 

CUTINTEUD 
Ny 

by Kenneth Reynolds 

and DeWaine Jackson 

— 

The black-bellied whistling duck 
ordiniérily nests in tree cavities much like 
the wood duck. Occasionally nests will be 
found on the ground. often at a 
considerable distance from water. The 
number of eggs per nest averages about 13 

and they look very much like eggs of 
domestic poultry. Both the male and 
female aid in incubation which is a very 
unusual practice among waterfowl. 
Incubation lasts approximately 28 days 
and once hatched, both parents remain 
with the brood for at least 6 months. 

The diet of the black-bellied whistling 
duck is primarily one of grain. According 
to one author, in its normal southern 
range, large flocks can be seen feeding in 

the sorghum stubble or in cattle feed lots 
consuming scattered grain. Perhaps this 

bird’s favorite food is corn and it can often 
be seen perching on the stalks in order to 
reach the ears of corn. It is because of this 
feeding behavior, that the bird receives its 
Mexican name “patos maizel’’ the 
“cornfield duck.” 

As lowa is nicknamed the tall corn state. 
it seems only fitting that we should have 
been paid a visit by the cornfield duck. 

Perhaps. in the future. another will come 

our way and provide someone else with a 
look at a truly beautiful bird. 0 

Furs Purchased from Iowa Trappers 
and Hunters as reported by 

Iowa Fur Buyers during the 1976-77 Season * 

PERCENT 
CHANGE 

NUMBER FROM 
SPECIES PURCHASED __ 1975-76 

Muskrat 252,754 - 35 

Mink 15,956 - 13 

Raccoon 264.819 - @9 

Beaver 1743 + 31 

Red Fox 22,699 + 43 

Gray Fox 1,795 + 14 

Coyote 12,226 + 29 

Opossum 36,493 + 38 

Spotted Skunk 

(Civet) ** 46 = $7 

Striped Skunk 5,441 + 18] 

Badger 2,136 + 69 

Weasel ** 4 - 92 

TOTAL PELTS 622,142 - 18 

AVG. 
PRICE 

PER PELT 

$ 4.31 

14.06 

22.51 

11.60 

46.33 

26.17 

33.34 

1 

2.00 
|.66 

17.71 
1.00 

TOTAL VALUE 

TOTAL 
VALUE 

$1 089,369.74 

224,341.36 

5,961,075.69 

90,166.80 

1,05 1,644.67 

46,975.15 

407,614.84 

58,023.87 

92.00 

9,032.06 

37,828.56 

4.00 

$8.976.168.74 

* 202 vf 217 licensed fur dealers reporting. 

** Season on spotted skunk (civet) and weasel was closed during the 1976-77 season. 
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(2%. Kenneth Formanek 
State Conservation Com:l sion 
“ee tolnes, Iowa 50319 

rear ‘ir, Pormaneks 

Yea are ‘laturbed because we have heard inadvertently that a 

new tird saveciles was foun® in Iowa this Soring, nately, the Blacke. 

bellied *hietling (Tree) “uck, and wag trapped, banie’, and photoe 

eraphes vy the Lowa Conservation Commicsion, 

“ue to a lack of comaunication, this recor’ has not been ree 

norte: to anyone within tae lowa Ornithologists Union whereby an 

orficlal recoriin: and listing could be include! in the ornithoe 

logical Literature such as Iowa Bird Life, sublishe: hy tne Iowa 

Oraithologlate Union, or in American Jirde, sublieshed Gt, the Sate 

tonal Audubon Society. ve understand that ioeumentation is sele 

fishlyv bedne fheld by the lowa Conservation Commission but will 

be incorscrate: in the new edition of the Muszroves'a ‘cok, 

followiasg prodiglows research of the literature, the iowa 

Ornitsolosiets Union nas just ecite. ans sent to orees 3 new ao Le 

tion of our official echecklict of uirds of Lown, This reesrd e912 

have ocen Iircludes had there been any esopcration teateeen tha 

Conservation Conzmiselon an’ our organization. It woul’ roranlly 

be arpumed that both organisations ars of the ease aire an should 

Hdowever late, we voule appreciate receiving detailed cocue 

santation for your reeor! on t.e Blackebullied talatlin



. BSi-he 

“uck to include date and exaet loeation of trasplng, condition, 
notation of banding, photograph: , etc. Reckpiernts of thie infore 

mation should be: 

“eter C, Y“etersen 
lditor, Iowa Bird Life 
235 “e Clellan Blvd. 
Tavenport, Ia. 52803 

‘or American Birds Regional Field Repyorta: 
Dre N. 8. Halmi 
College of Meéiecine 
University of Lowa 
Iowa City, Ia. 52242 

ve thank you ior the above, and trust that in the spirit of 
cooperation you will alert the members of your organization to the 
existence of the Iown Ornitholocists Union and o eeset nore come 

munication in the future, 

Me 

Sizcerely, 

t 

Lowa Ornitholocists Union 

Cece: Fret A. Priewert 
Tirector 
State Conservation Commission 7 

CeCe: “eter C. Petersen
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FRED A. PRIEWERT, Director 

300 Fourth Street, Des Moines, lowa 50319 

515/281-5145 

Cc ISSIONERS 

TH@MAS A. BATES, Chairman—Bellevue 

JORN C. BROPHY—Lansing 

JOHN G. LINK— Burlington 

‘CAROLYN T. LUMBARD—Des Moines 

MARIAN PIKE—Whiting 
HERBERT T. REED—Winterset 

JOHN C. THOMPSON—Forest City An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency 

August 2, 1977 

Mr. Peter C. Petersen, Editor 
Iowa Bird Life 
235 McClellan Blvd. 
Davenport, Iowa 52803 

Dear Mr. Petersen: 

Early this summer two employees of the Conservation Commission 
captured, photographed and released a black-bellied whistling duck 
(Dendrocygna autumnalis autumnalis) while assisting with a waterfowl Fi oe 

e. @ct at Zirbel Slough, a county-owned marsh area in 
Cerro Gordo county about five miles south of Clear Lake, Jowa. The 
employees, Ken Reynolds and Dé Waine Jackson, captured the bird ina ye CoV 
baited trap used to capture mallards for marking and study in the . 
research project. It was an adult female and was taken on the morning 
of May 8, 1977,, The bird was photographed, but was not banded since 
bands were not readily available and they did not want to hold it in 
captivity. 

g Close examination of the specimen by Reynolds and Jackson (both 
are trained biologists) indicated that the bird was undoubtedly wild 
and not an escapee fram a game breeder. Neither the feathers nor the 
feet showed any indication that the bird had ever been confined. It 
appeared to be fully as wild as the native species with which it was 
associating. There are no known game breeders in the area who have 
this species in their collections. I am satisfied that it was a wild 
bird and a new species for the state. 

President Crosley recently wrote Ken Formanek of this department, 
with a copy to Director Priewert, stating that "documentation is 
selfishly being held by the Iowa Conservation Cammission but will be 
incorporated in the new edition of the Musgrove's Book." Nothing 
could be further from the truth. We were able to get the information 
to Jack Musgrove so that it can be mentioned in the new edition of 
"Waterfowl in Iowa". We also plan a short item in a forthcaming 
issue of the "Conservationist". At no time, however, have we tried Ai Oe 
to withhold this information. rove advised Woody Brown of the CNH ouT 
sighting, and Woody in turn called me t I write up the 

invClusion in "Iowa Bird Life". I yp : 
and asked about a time table. He hy 

on by mid-August it would be satisfac- ” 

information and send it to you 
told him I would be glad to do 
said that if you got the info 
tory. &y 

brody SeFid Maud ke Ping gence 
Outdoor IOW. ip @ Place to e1 AN, f 

: Ie Lees 

for
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I hope that the date above will be satisfactory. I am enclosing 
several black and white prints from the color slides taken by the 
observers. Color prints have been furnished to the State Museum for 
their permanent files and documentation. 

If you need further information, please let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bob Barratt 

Wildlife Supt. 

cc: N. 8. Hain, M.D. 
George E. Crossley
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Field/Reports Editor's comment. On the basis of the information in the above 

note’ and the accompanying illustrations, the Black-bellied Whistling-Duck 

was accepted by the I.0.U. Checklist Committee and added in proof to the 

official Iowa Checklist (1.B.L. XLVWNE 83,1977). Nevertheless, it must be 

pointed out that Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks are in Ryan's Category IV 

("abundant in collections") (Birding 3:159-60, 1972), which form "the 

overwhelming majority of releases and/or escapes", and for which, in 

Ryan's opinion, "validity of records [is] nearly impossible to verify or 

discredit". N.H.


